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High-level complaints have 
been made to T&ny Blair about ' 
the “occomradefy conduct^ of 
Gordon Brown's friends, nsrith: 
some 'frontbenchers! compar- 
ing the shadow Chancellors of- 
fice to a killing machine. 

'■ A run of newspaper repents, 
denigrating and vilifying shad-, 
ow cabinet members, have ap- 
peared over the last week, and 
senior Labour sources- have' 
noted that Mr Brown is fingered 
as the beneficiary of the assas- 
sinations. ' ' ' ‘ • " 

Comparisonswith Terminator 
and Resavoir Dogs were being 
made at Wesflninrter yesterday, 
although sources close to Mr 
Brown issued vehement denials 
of involvement in the reports.' : 

The Independent has teen 
told authoritatively, that che 
Labour leader has- received 
complaints about in-fighting be- 
tween frontbenchers, but that 
was offidally denied last night. 

Mr Blair's official spokesman 
said; ‘ThKKtteelevmicmof tit- 
tle-tattle into news. Mr Bbirhas 
had : no such complain ts. ” 

However, the leadership was : 
clearly embarrass ed by the 
spate .of reports, likened ty. 
one sEadowoButet niexnter tof 
the woii of a “serial fcfflery, . 

- Although it ;ts possible, ;in-“ 
deed satspeefed, ttet «wQe:«^ ' 
ports have been -generated by 
reporters,- ofie of Mr .Blair's 
aides plainly distanced the 
leader's- office -from any char- ' 


. „ ilwas 
a “golden rule" that colleagues 
were never, ever, rubbished., 
It .was accepted' that other 
membeis of the shadow cabitaet 
were not so squeamish. - • 

. Last Jriday’s London Evening 
Standard carried a- report that 
“Shadow HealfoSecretaiy Chris 
Smith is faring demotion to.ajn- 
mor. Cabiflet- post if Labour 
wins.power - after a sucession 
of ‘lacklustre’ performances, 
has come 


, “Mr Smith has come under 
fire- from Labour leadership 
sources for. failing to land 
ches on die Tbries-over the 


Sunday's Observer followed 
that up, saying: “Ah ally of Mr 
Brown has boated' that the 
Shadow Chancellor’s hated ri- 
shadow-Health Secretary 

- Chris Smith; is- in line for die 
chap, haring faltered during a 
Caaaaons debate../ , . . 

- f*ta his former post as shad- 
ow So^lSecmifySteretaty, Mr 
Smith fought a long battle with 
the Treasury ieani over child 
benefit..;"-:- .. . ... 

- Thm report ako put the knife 

info Toto Ihescott, Labour’s 
deputy leader, saying thatMr 
Blafr tocre- 

a 

ptwKxtes^to rival tte'freaaoy, , 
.^KavictCMyftrtteshad- 
ow Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
wtesncnyi&lifc^ 
serioosrivaJ on economic man- 
agement- 

V Robin Cook, Labour spokes- 
man pnfoxeign affairs and a ri- 




‘TJhisjiGelior 


gpingTo wotk at Westminster. (Photomontage, with grateful apologies to Quentin Tarantino, the director of Reservoir Dogs, by Jerome 




--C 

*V- 


TlieOhseW 


mwrmmai 


i; 

if 

r£> 


v-- 


Cocksure Cook 
leaves Labour 
torching wood 



Blair axes Prescott’s 
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val of Mr Brown, has also tak- 
eacriticism during the week, but 
some rollcagues believe he has 
hropgbf jt on his own head by 
talking im the chances of a 
Labour “landslide" and by at- 
tacking two lory right-wingers, 
Michael Portillo and John Red- 
wood, few “racism". 

But the most astonishing 


promotion of Mr Brown was ac- 
companied by an alleged de- 
motion foe Peter Mandelson. 
who ts managing Labour's elec- 
tion campaign. Last Thursday’s 
. Daify TUegrnph reported that Mr 
Blair bad appointed Mr Brown 
to be the party's chief campaign 
manager. “The role places Mr 
Brown in an influential position 


to set the tone of Labour's 
campaign and. If theparty wins, 
be will be credited with winning 
the first election for Labour in 
almost 20 years." 

The report said: “Mr Blair's 
decision means that Peter Man- 
delson, who is in charge of elec- 
tion planning at the party 
headquarters in Millbank Tow- 


er, will stay in the background." 

One senior Labour figure 
told the Independent last night: 
■‘This is all coming from one 
place. Someone, somewhere, is 
running out of control." 

One party source said: “It will 
be a matter of getting a quart 
into a pint pot, there is not 
enough room for everyone." 





is infected with BSE 


Tony Blair yesterday issued 
his dearest warning so far 
that he intends to run a 
Labour Government from the 
centre, and its election man- 
ifesto will be “uncompromis- 
ingly New Labour." writes 
Colin Brown. 

The Labour leader's re- 
marks to newspaper editors 
were designed to kill off any 
frigering doubts raised by the 
Toiy ‘demonic eyes" cam- 
paign that a Labour Govern- 
ment would be ri hock to the 
unions, or held to ransom by 


left wing MPs giving a Blair 
government "the runaround". 

Stressing that New Labour 
was not an election gimmick, 
he said the old days of tax and 
spend were over, and he 
would be prepared to veto EU 
social chapter rules to stop 
employers facing German- 
style costs. The changes 
were “unalterable". 


Hardline Blair, page 4 
Donald Macirrtyre, page 15 
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Consumers throughout Europe 
are being exposed to BSE-in- 
fected meat, according to an 
official European Connnissibn 
report yesterday, which also 
highlighted alarmingly lax 
health controls. 

the report supports the view 
that the extent of BSE through- 
out the "European Union, is 
much wider than governments 
sire prepared to admit. 

.- Brussels is poferfio revive at- 
tempts to extend across Europe 
- flje British baH on the human 
consumption of offal from cat- 
tle, sheep and goatsatocb are 
susceptible to infection by BSE, 
brits sheep equivalent, scrapie. 

Publication of the report in 
Brussels came as the Govern- 


r meat pledged to make a Com- 
mons statement on whether 
.Bfojfo cattle infected by BSE 
had been buried in landfill sites 
> rather; tten destroyed; The 
statement was promised "by 
Roger Reepiari, Cabinet min- 
: ister responsible -for the -cattle 
cuIL after. Labour MP Helen 
; Jackson protested that minister 
"nal answers were being ■ “con- 
tradicted and countertiianded" 
;:Herco,tnpfaiirt fallowed yes- : 
teyatystndependent front-page 
iepqrt on Commons replies to 
~ Opposition spok esman Gavin 
Strang from Douglas Hog£, 
the Minister of Agnculture, in. 
which' -it was disclosed ' 6,120 
BSE-suroect carcasses hadbeen 
buried, three of them last year. 

Tbemmistiy saklpaits of Mr 
Ho&fs answers were 
and would be corrected 


Hogg. Instead, Mr Rreeman 
appeared to pull rank and 
promised the House a full state- 
ment. 

. European agriculture minis- 
ters angrily rejected a British- 
style ban when it was first 
recommended by thefaimoom- 
nrissioner Franz Fischler last 
December'. Tbn memberstates 
then said due precaution was un- 
necessary as they did not have 
a problem with scrapie. 

But the highly critical EC 
report, based on evidence gath- 
ered during vet&rinaiy inspec- 
. tions carnedout in all member 
states, except Britain and Por- 
~ nigaL suggests if BSE is present 
.in European herds, govern- 
ments are not detecting it. They 
. are failing; also to prevent meat 
' which might be diseased from 
entering the human food chain. 





Diseased cattle, slaughtered 
by some continental member 
states as “rabies suspects", may 
have contracted BSE or other 
central nervous- system disor- 


ders, and there is no guarantee 
that their carcasses are not be- 
ing allowed info the food chain, 
the report says. 

Scrapie, thought to be the ori- 
gin of BSE in Britain, is more 
prevalent in other European 
countries than previously ad- 
mitted. the report suggests. 
This is because surveillance 
methods are thought to be un- 
reliable. Some countries de- 
pend on questionnaires or on 
interviews with sheep farmers. 

Methods of dealing with 
scrapie vary widely, from 
slaughtering entire herds to 
doing nothing. The failures are 
put down to lack of implemen- 
tation of EU rules by national 
veterinary departments, ren- 
dering plants and animal feed 
mills, and to absence of prop- 
erly trained scientific staff 


capable of diagnosing the dis- 
ease. Brain samples taken to 
laboratories are frequently un- 
suitable for examination, mak- 
ing detection impossible. 

Commission officials said the 
criticisms applied more to some 
countries than others but details 
on individual states are being 
kept confidential. Officially, 
only about 300 cases of BSE 
have been recorded outside 
Britain. Ireland with 204. ac- 
counts for most, followed by 
Ftortugal and France with 53 and 
25. Germany claims any cases 
detected there were in cattle 
imported from the LTC 

Mr Fischler said in a recent 
interview that he was worried 
about the likelihood of wide- 
spread under-reporting in oth- 
er member states. 

The British dinner, page 3 
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ineon gay bar kiss 


Tan Cornwell 

Los Aretes : L 


San frandsco's Human Rights 
CommisaQn, ttecay^goar^iah 
against dfscrimfoatipn. em the 
basfrof sexual oriehtaltion,has 1 
jiisr turned, San 'Frahosco's 
loaded sextial. jxfo'tics oa hs 
head. It-htjs reprimanded^^- 
populargay and fefoimitepEb: 
micderant tebayiouTi,' " £\ v 

The offence: The Cafe, kncwk 
as the city’s busKsthomc^xu- 
aJ .bar, bad banned straight 
kbsfrtg .This u np anight 


out” policy violated anti-dis- 
crimination statutes, the com- 
mission ruled. 

It aD began' last summer, 
when a straighrcpuple -tdong 
with : tWD. gay friends '—'were 
bounced; from The Cafe when . 
they bejpm kiting at the-har. - 

When dte of their'gay friends ; 
complained, the manager of ‘ 
the bar, Morgan -Gorrono,' 
wrote to the Bay Area Reports, . 
: defending his decKiOT tothrcw 
foepa.«at. Strai^it people will 
“be 'asked not to, once," he 
wrote. “If they don’t like ft, they 


can- leave." The Cafe is located 
In the Castro district, San Fran- 
dsco's celebrated gay enclave. 
■But while it does a thriving 
' business with two ban and a 
■ dance floor, it is one of a dwin- 
dling number of such bars. 

There are now only about 35, 
from closer to a hundred a few 
' years ago. The Aids epidemic hit 
the homosexual social scene 
bard, and straight people have 
taken over mapy places, Mr 
Gorrono complained 

The Castro district remains 
a sanctuary, where homosexu- 


als can “still hold hands and not 
worry about getting fag- 
bashed". he said. 

In an interview yesterday, 
Mr Gorrono explained the bar's 
policy. “A pt*d: on the cheek is 
fine ” he said. 

“But you can’t have heavy 
make-outs. It's our number- 
one complaint from customers. 
They find it really offensive, like 
their space is being invaded.” 
The couple were not just kiss- 
ing but drunk and blocking the 
bar, he insisted. 

Mr Gorrono has refused the 


commission's request that he 
place a public apology to the 
four friends in the local press 
and on the door of his bar. 
Somewhat grudgingly, he has 


changed the policy. Although 
y, he ws 


gay, ne was once married him- 
self and understands the need 
to be more sensitive, he said. 

Id addition to its one exist- 
ing dress code, that male and fe- 
male customers keep their 
shirts on. The Cafe will now of- 
ficially ban all heavy kissing- for 
persons of gay, straight, or any 
other sexual orientation. 
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Offers flood in for Cardinal’s 
anti-abortion appeal 

The Catholic Church in Scotland was yesterday flooded with calls 
pledging money after Cardinal Thomas Winning s offer at the 
weekend of practical and financial help for any woman who might 
otherwise have an abortion. 

The Cardinal revealed on Sunday that one man had pledged 
£50.000 and a woman had promised a substantial gift wneo she sold 
her house. Offers of help continued yesterday and“ the 
Archdiocesan Office also received calls from pregnant women 
wanting more information. Father Noel Barry said one woman had 
called him at 3am asking for help. 

“We have had a steady stream of calls promising to help but until 
the cheques arrive wc will have no idea how much people are 
wanting to donate." he said. The money will probably be added to 
the diocese's pro-life fund which receives annual donations of 
around £40,000 but Father Barry said they would have to look 
carefully at how to distribute the money. Kate Watson-Smyth 

Leading article, page 13 

Civil servants elect new leader 

The new leader of the union for senior civil servants promised 
yesterday to strengthen, the rights of his members, including the 
permanent secretaries of government departments. 

Jonathan Ban me was officially elected general secretary of the 
Association of First Division Civil Servants (FDA). He takes over 
from the former Liz Symons, now Baroness Symons of Vemham 
Dean. Mr Baume, 43. polled 61 per cent of the votes in a ballot of 
union members, against 39 per cent won by his rival candidate, 

Tony Engel. 

He vowed yesterday to take the 10,000-strong union forward. 
“The FDA has gained a formidable reputation in standing up for 
its members and for standards and openness in government, and I 
want to build on these strengths," he said. Matthew Brace 

Yorkshire Ripper stabbed in eyes 

Die Yorkshire Ripper. Peter Sutcliffe, was stabbed in both eyes 
with a fibre-tipped pen during an attack at Broadmoor Hospital 
yesterday. Sutcliffe, 50, was taken to- the eye unit at Frimley Park 
Hospital'. Surrey, with serious injuries to both eyes. 

Sutcliffe was jailed for 13 
killings at the Old Bailey in 
19S1 where he was ordered 
to serve a minimum of 30 
years. Broadmoor said the 
incident happened 
yesterday afternoon but 
would not confirm Sutcliffe 
was the victim or who 
carried out the attack. 

The attack comes a week 
after Stephen Dorrell the 
Secretary of Slate for 
Health, announced a review 
of the management of 
Broadmoor, focusing on 
security and quality of care. 
The move followed 
criticism of security and staffing levels at Broadmoor by the Prison 
Officers' Association, which warned in a recent report that the 
hospital was reaching “breaking point". Matthew Brace 

Northern Ireland Forum suspended 

The Northern Ireland Forum is to be suspended, the Government 
announced yesterday. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the retiring Secretary of Slate, said it would 
be up lo his successor to consider reviving the forum, set up last 
J une just before the start of the multi-party' talks on the future of 
Northern Ireland. Those discussions have been adjourned until 3 
June, once the general election and the Northern Ireland local 
government elections are out of the way. 

Skipper drowns as trawlers collide 

Irish marine authorities last night issued a detention order on a 
British registered Spanish vessel involved in a daylight collision on 
Sunday with an Irish trawler, whose skipper was drowned. 

Danny O’Driscoll. 42. skipper of the 45ft trawler The Exodus, 
was pulled from the water after his boat went down but was dead at 
arrival on hospital. Gardai on Sunday night boarded the Spanish 
vessel, the 125ft long .Sea Horse at Castletownbere and took 
statements from crew. An Irish Fisheries protection vessel carrying 
divers vesterday sailed to the scene of the collision. 10 miles off 
Dursey Island off west Cork to cany out further investigations. 

The sinking follows a series of confrontations between small 
Irish vessels and large lons-linc Spanish fishing boats off the south 
west coast. “ Alan Murdoch 

Brains of Clydeside sit-in dies 

Jimmy Airlie. one of the unsung giants of post-war trade unionism, 
died early yesterday aged 60. 

Mr Airlie. the “brains" behind the historic sit-in at Upper Clyde 
Shipbuilders in the Seventies, died at his home in Erskinc after a 
six- month battle againsL cancer. 

A member of the executive of the Amalgamated Engineering 
and Electrical Union and former Communist Party- member, he 
was considered to be one of the most professional negotiators of 
his era. Barrie Clement 

Obituary, page 12 
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Daniel Goldhagen: “Germans have shown theycan remote their 


i : television 

Germans show demOCratlG Walker proves racing certainty 


HEALTH 

Smokers four times more 
likely to quit at special clinics 

on their own, a report Day, says that 

£30000 - said the report's author. Professor &*ert 1 * 
Sage’s Spiral Seal School in soutfi-w^ London. - 

Die four crurial ingredients are: making the 
(setting a date to quit and 
giving up completely); - 
making the break (by 
getting rid of all smoking . 
materials); giving up with . 
others; and by the use of 
nicotin e replacement 
products. 

A new nicotine 
replacement product is ^ 
about to become available 

the nicotine inhaler (right) 

- to add to the nicotine 
natch and gum. Already 
licensed in Sweden, * 

Denmark and Italy, the 
device, which resembles a 
cigarette holder, is being 
tried on 500 smokers at St 
George's Hospital and the 
Royal London HospitaL 
Getting serious about 
stopping smoking, Mtmro 
and Forster 

Communications , 0171 439 
7177 

Annabel Ferriman • — . 
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spirit to accuser supreme 


T he nation branded as a bunch of congenita/ mass 
murderers has lavished praise upon its accuser. 
Daniel Goldhagen, the Harvard sociologist and 
author of Hitler's Willing Executioners - Ordinary Ger- 
mans and the Holocaust, was due to receive Germany's 
prestigious Democracy Prize here last night 
‘I am only a messenger," the 38-year old academic 
said yesterday. The message is that pre-war Germany 
was infused with "virulent, eliminationist anti-Semitism". 
The Final Solution, he argued, enjoyed broad support 
and was carried out by ordinary Germans. 

For this insight, Mr Goldhagen was pilloried by 
historians in Israel and Germany, but rewarded m sales. 
The German translation, which came out last summer, 
has been on the non-fiction best-seder list ever since 
- perhaps the ultimate proof of the marketing world’s 
adage that there is no such thing as bad publicity. 

The book itself was turgid, repetitive and shamelessly 
subjective, written by the son of a Holocaust survivor 
seemingly bent on revenge. But even Mr Goldhagen’s 


Doctor in Aids 
scare fails to 
make hearing 

The doctor at the centre of the latest 
Aids scare failed to get an HIV test for 
seven months after he was warned 
he might be at risk, it was alleged at a 
professional misconduct hearing yes- 
terday. 

Patrick Ngosa failed to attend the 
hearing at the British Medical Associ- 
ation's headquarters in central Lon- 
don. In his absence he was accused 
of failing to verify his HIV status and 
.taking if equate steps for the protec- 
tion of patients after a former lover 
told him last May that she had been 
diagnosed as HIV-positive. 

The charges also claimed that Dr 
Ngosa, who trained in Zambia and 
began work in Britain six years ago, 
had denied the 20-month sexual rela- 
tionship with the woman despite be- 
ing questioned about it by colleagues 
on three separate occasions. 

Nearly 7,000 people have tele- 
phoned hotlines for advice and reas- 
surance since hospitals in London, 
Essex. Gloucestershire and Warwick- 
shire announced a trawl of all records 
of women who might be at some 
small risk of infection after being 
treated by the doctor in obstetrics 
and gynaecology in the last six years. 

Nichola Davies, for Dr Ngosa, of Il- 
ford, Essex, said his public identifica- 
tion had been his “worst nightmare" 
and was probably the reason for his 
non-attendance. She accused the 
press of a "witch hunt" and asked for 
the case to be heard in camera. After 


most savage detractors conceded that be bad based 
his study on documents previously Ignored. These did 
indicate that far more people bad beerilnvotved in the 
murder of Jews fhain Germans would care to admit 
Mr Goldhagen confronted, hie critics at a series of 
pubic debates kstyear. The soft-spoken American, pon£ 
munfeating in English, always appeared to bdon the 
defensive and admitted that “I skirted over some ofthfe- 
hlstory a little too quickly'! HtS 'opponents a&o gave 
ground and his work provoked 
ject Germans cannot discuss enough cteanstog pub- 
lic life of some of the half-truths and bare-faced Bps- to 
which a rrtnorfty; especially ampngthie ^ader genera- 
tion, still try to cling. \ *• * . •"* .- :• ' 

The bitterness of last year gone, .Mr Goldhagen is 
now full of praise for today’s Germans. ^The Federal 
Republic shows something incredibly positive -Ihatso- 
ciety can remake itself,* he said yesterday before re- 
ceiving file £4,1 00 prize in recognition ofthe "irhpiAse” 
he gave to the Holocaust debate. Imre Karoos, Bonn 


Muriel Gray’s 
daughter in 
fight for life 

The daughter of television 
presenter Muriel Gray today 
remained critically ill in hospi- 
tal after nearly drowning in a 
garden pond. 

The two-year-old child, who 
is called Rowan, was rushed 
to Glasgow's Yorkhill Hospital 
on Thursday after being 
found face down in the pond 
at a house in Bearsden. 

A hospital spokesman said 
today; The child has bad an- 
other satisfactory night, but 
she remains in a critical but 
stable condition.’' 

It is understood that Ms 
Gray, 38, and her husband, 
the film director Harnrsh Bar- 
bour - who also have a 
young son - are at their 
daughter's bedside in 
Yorkhill's intensive care unit 

The accident is believed to 
have happened as Rowan 
was being looked after by her 
nanny. She had been playing 
in a neighbour’s garden when 
she apparently tumbled into 
file pond. 

Strathclyde Police have 
said there are no suspicious 
circumstances. 

Ms Gray who shot to fame 
in the 1980s as presenter of 
Channel 4’s rock show The 
Tube. Since then she Has 
fronted a number of shows, 
including the climbing series 
The &f unro Show. 



Patrick Ngosa: No show 

three hours deliberations, the com- 
mittee decided the doctor should be 
named and the proceedings made 
public. They then rejected a further 
application from Miss Davies for the 
case to be adjourned. Miss Davies 
said Dr Ngosa admitted the facts but 
denied serious professional miscon- 
duct It is not clear whether he will at- 
tend today's resumed hearing. 

However Rosalind Foster, for the Gen- 
eral Medical Council, said although the 
public was now being protected to "a 
limited extent" that was not the whole 
story. It only came to light last week that 
he had worked at the Rugby Hospital 
in Warwickshire. The anxiety is that this 
doctor may have practised elsewhere. 
We simply do not know the situation." 

Louise Jury 


Fans ofthe motor racing commentator Murray Walker appears to 
have followed him oi masse from the BBC to ITV. ■ •’ ?' 

jTV’s broadcast of the Australian Grand Prix, its first Formula 
1 race, on Sunday afternoon secured exactly the same ratings as 
the wimp race did when broadcast on the BBC last year. The race 
was semi by an average of 3.2m viewers and peaked at 4m for the 
final few laps. ITV expects to top the BBCs figures once figures for 
the number of viewers on video is included in the ratings. 

Almost 900,000 people stayed op until 3am on Sunday morning 
to watch the race live compared with 800,000 the year before. 

ITV plucked Formula One's five-year contract from toe BBC 
last year for an estimated £70m, and followed by poaching Walker, 
seen as the voice of motor sport. The contract is valuable to the 
network because it brings a young male audience direct from toe 
BBC. 

Formula One's o rganising body is reported to be considering a 
flotation to takg advantage of pay-per-view opportunities on digital 
television, worth a possible £Hm a year. Paul McCann 

CONTRACEPTION 

More teenage girls visiting clinics 

One out of every ten 14- to 15-year-old girls attended a 
contraceptive clinic in 1995-96, a 15 per cent rise over the previous 
year, figures from the Department of Health revealed yesterday. 

A total of 61,000 attended such clinics, compared with 53,000 the 
previous year, and only 8,000 in 1975. when records first began. 

But a spokesman for the Family Planning Association said that 
their attendance did not necessarily mean that they were sexually 
active. “They might have just picked up a couple of leaflets for use 
at a later date,” she said. The teenage pregnancy rate in 1989-90 
was 10 in 1.000, whereas the most recent figures showed that it had 
fallen to 83per L000. 

Victoria Gillick, the anti -contraception campaigner, is to present 
a petition to Downing Street tomorrow demanding doctors only 
prescribe the pill to underage girls in the “most exceptional' cases”. 
She is backing the crusade of Jenny Bacon, whose lo-year-old 
daughter died after being prescribed the pill. Annabel Ferriman 

CHARITIES 

Police Bill may min youth groups 

Small youth charities could be forced to close down if the 
Government refuses to pay for cr imin al records of volunteers to be 
checked, the Voluntary Yonth Sector warned yesterday. 

The Police Bill, which would establish the Criminal Records 

Agency; is due to be discussed in committee this week. The ■ 
Government is seeking to overturn Lord WeatherilPg amendment s 
which would exempt volunteers from paying foes for c riminal 
record checks. 

The VYS, which represents ova- two minion young people, says 
it would cost charities who work with young people and voluntary 
adults around £40m in the first year and about £8m annually 
thereafter. A spokesman for the Scout Movement said: “This would 
be a major financial burden on large charities but totally J 
intolerable for many of the smaller ones.” - 

“What is being proposed at the present time amounts, to'no 
more than a tax on volunteering,” he added. “We want to see free 
cr iminal record checks For volunteers inchxded hi a wider package 
of vetting and sharing information as recommended by Lord •. 
Cullen in his report Police checks alone would not have identified 
Thomas Hamilton as a danger.” Gienda Gooper 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 

the raw material for UK hewspa^eis 

mlhe first hatfof 1996 iv 



£50 

discount 

off your BT business phone 
bill when you buy any new 
fax machine. 


From 1st March to 6th April 1997. you can receive a E50 discount off your Return yourcompleted form (to the address given) by 30th April 1997, grvingthefull business cfSji:s ^ 

BT business phone bill when your company buys any make of new fax machine, number to be credited, including the STD code and provide the original proof of purchase. Natifinai /yrff 0990 673 075* 

Application forms are available by faxback only by phoning Nationals 0990 673 075 Proofs of purchase win be returned within 28 days. Should you encounter any difficulties, to naive nw appUcatioKfbrL - ; • 

Full terms and conditions and guidelines will accompany the application form. just call the offer helpline on Freefbiu 0800 387 881 . 


Work smarter .. J , #\. 

aatjastharde tfp 


*Thr£50 discount includes l ’A Tend u ill be deducted Jhim lieu quarter!* phone bills in instalments qf S2138 cxladixg 1 'AT. * Calls arc thar&d al national rate. Different charges apply to calls from non BT networks. 
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Tangled wreckstSnergency crewS surveyii^ -Uje sceifo of yesterday's pile-up on the M42 in Hereford and Worcester, in which four people died. The vehicles were marked to aid identification 

j|ll§|ips the thing ... 

Actors say that reservoir of British talent is drying up because of low wages 


vTSa 


Britain’s supply of jvpridktos acting t ak 
ent is tinder threat twcahse' poor pay and- 
prospects b dtivirig^yoin% actors asiJ^ from-,: 
the traditional 'training the. 
regional repertory 

While IfXhveB-toownactore, from Neal :* 
Pearson taDonaldSinden^meiat theDfe-/ 


uity*& campaign to raise the romimuinpay : 
in repfrom £}90aweekto£250,lhos6at 


thecoaliSace told of a.gene ration ofattors . 

. on the'U^n^woikof^^S^^S^^' 
Ian KeHy,an actorwhohas appeaitediif 
Arsenic and. Old .Lace/m ; Safidnny and 
toured with TheatreCJwyd, saidan actor's 
way Of.Iifehaschanged: "People "usedto 

JMx^o^^mCo'u^eywonidlzave spent-, 
eight years id rep-. Rep would streteh yoli: 


artisticaUy and strengthen yon. as an actor. 
i.You just cadnot have careers litre that any- 
: more^Chris Gairoet, 32, who has just fin 
khed five monthsat Stc^e'sNew Vic, daims 
?l»y^heiterpff;before^ he went to Stoke 
i-than afterwards. He needs^art-tirae jobs 
^andpaxentalhelpto survive in rep. 

•• ‘‘.'tostead of all. that, young actors in- 
i' dreashigly prfefer to stey in London where - 
^ tfieymay have a belter chance offaeing spot- 
; ‘ted fil fringe productions above pubs. 

- - ^Castingpeqple are very, very lazy," said 
Gelid Robertson,- a. 29-year-oid actress 
who hafr never done regional rep. “So 
' .there’s no chance of being jotted out of 
' ’ LQndqn. ; '!li!bu' would only go to regional rep 
tfdie parTwere ncat” While the Equity 
minimum is £190, Cringe productions in 
Lobapn often, pay lesstban£100. “Some- 
-r times all ypu get is a trayelcard,” said Ms . 


Robertson. 

. Many young actors are now discouraged 
from taking parts in regional rep produc- 
tions by their agents because the money is 
so poor. “The attitude of many London 
agents is to keep you unemployed in Lon- 
don on. the off-chance that you will make 
an ad every few months or pick up some 
. TV work," said one actor who didn’t wish 
to be named. “They tiy not to put you up 
for parts that essentially involve a pay cut 
for them too." 

Equity is arguing to see rates in rep in- 
creased to £250, a week but it is possible 
for inexperienced ados to earn £300 a day 
acting in a TV commercial. If they are lucky 
and the ad is repeated for years their earn- 
ings from a few days work could 
eventually reach £10.000. 

NeG Pearson believes that the rep system 


is an investment for the future. “1 started 
in regional theatre and it is the only rea- 
son dial I can now pay the big fat tax bill 
that I do," he said. “It is not outrageous 
to ask £250 for a week’s work.” 

The problem for Equity is that the 
Theatre Managers Association, which has 
so far offered a £200 a week minimum 
agrees that actors are poorly paid - the av- 


erage income of Equity's 37,000 members 
is between £3,000 and £5,000 a year. The 
TMA is dependant on subsidies from lo- 
cal councils and the -Arts Council which 
have fallen by 4 per cent in real terms over 
the last ten years so there is little new mon- 
ey for the’ actors. Equity argues that 
that means its members are the ones 
subsidising the regional reps. 


news 

Not the 
road to 
Basra - 
the road 
to Solihull 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

It is not the road to Basra, but motorway 
to Birmingham. The stark image is remi- 
niscent of the seared remains of Iraqi 
army vehicles caught by allied aerial bom- 
bardment six years ago, this scene of des- 
olation is the result of man's war against 
the weather. 

Three people were killed and 62 in- 
jured as drivers sped through a dense fog 
that fell on stretches of the M42 yester- 
day morning. Sixty vehicles collided on 
the southbound lanes at 6.40am. Minutes 
later 30 others crashed on the north- 
bound carriageway. Police said motorists 
driving too fast, too close to each other 
and 

ignoring warning signs were to blame. 

Doug Mackay. deputy chief fire officer 
for Hereford arid Worcester, said: “When 
1 was driving to the scene at Sam with ray 
blue lights Hashing and aL a reasonable 
speed, I still had cars overtake me travel- 
ling in excess of 70mpb. That is in condi- 
tions of 50 metres visibility. It is just 
disgusting behaviour." 

Many survivors escaped with only mo- 
ments to spare. Ann Gaskell. from Lon- 
don. managed to just stop short of the pile 
of crashed cars on the motorway. '"But 
then a car in the fast lane smashed into 
me and a van came crashing over the roof 
of my Rover. 1 thought I have got to get 
out. and all I can remember is just 
screaming. I feared for my life and the car 
behind mine went up in flames." she said. 

Two of the dead were Lisa Susan Dod- 
son, 21, a student from Kidderminster, 
Hereford and Worcester, and Malcolm 
Macdonald, a postal worker in his Fifties, 
who was in a Royal Mail van. 

For the emergency crews, it was an 
“unnecessary tragedy". As fire crews and 
accident investigators began combing 
through the burnt-out vehicles, police 
said they could not rale out finding more 
bodies.The Highways Agency, which is re- 
sponsible for Britain’s motorways, is look- 
in® into methods of predicting fog 
build-up and has pinpointed danger 
spots. The M42 lops the list. 

Hospital staff said many of the injured 
were mainly young men. Experts suggest- 
ed that these were the most likely drivers 
to be involved in a pile-up. “They are 
j known as high-violators." said Dr Steve 
Stradling, senior lecturer in the Driver 
Behaviour Research Unit at Manchester 
University. 
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Showing so lidarityz tJopof Sfa^maii Tending hq r- support to the Equity regional pay campaign Photograph: Brian Harris 


Tomeftrow’s great British meal 



(SAVE WITH BT? NOT A SAUSAGE.) 




that are a partofth 


If it’s savings you’re after, forget BT.Even after their latest price cuts, BT can't compete. 
With Mercury SmartCaJl we’re still between 20% and 36% cheaper for international calls. 
Now there’s a tasty thought. For details FreeCall 0500 500 366. 

Mercury SmartCaU 

You don't have to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 

J 5 Ptua i/Htffnt ip Ccnjwrfj 1 histd on j 5 minuif mitmJ foil. Piwn and unij$ fonw or oi IQ Frbniary |V9., lenpatrd unh BTV hi>li rJieJor tHlcirwli&uI alk ff 5 miniHes or 
S nwir. 6pm-8j/u wcckJ jji and <i«i‘ lime uvrlwtU Pnn inthnir rf IHT hi f” J"n. Savings arailabk m br a qsunalyjcc of £5.75 (inc. IH71. http: ‘/iruw.mttivrpfo. tik 
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Does your bank give you an 
interest bonus when 
you have your salary paid 
into your account? 

We think you'll find that at 
Abbey National we have a 
fresher view of banking. 

Not only do we pay one of 
the highest credit interest 
rates on the high street but, 
if you pay in £500 or more 
each month for a year, 
we'il give you a bonus which 
doubles the rate of interest. 

Hi 

What's more, so that the 
transfer from your old 
bank runs smoothly, new 

•Souri 

customers can enjoy an 
interest free overdraft for 
four months. It's just one of 
the features that makes an 
Abbey National Bank Account 
so refreshing. You can open 
an Abbey National Bank 
Account from the comfort of 
your own home. Simply call 
Abbey National Direct on 
0500 200 500. Alternatively, 
if you would like more 
information simply call into 
your local branch. 
Reference A511B/13. ‘ v 0)t 
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TOP INTEREST 
RATE GROSS PA 

.3.50% 
0.30% 
0.50% " 

1 . 00 % 
0.25 % 
1.75% 
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No hidden charges 
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to rule from 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tonv Blair yesterday issued his 
clearest warning so far that he 
intends to run a Labour gov- 
ernment fromthe centre, and its 
election manifesto will be “un- 
compromisingly New Labour 7 ’ . 

The Labour leader’s remarks 
10 newspaper editors were 
designed to kill lingering doubts 
raised by the Tory “demonic 
eyes" campaign that a Labour 
government would be in hock 
to the unions, or held to ransom 
by left-wing Mfts giving a Blair 
government “the runaround". 

But his hard-line approach 
risked opening rifts with tradi- 
tional Labour supporters in 
the run-up to the election by 
r akin g fears which he ridiculed 
at last year's part) - conference 


that his leadership style could 
be compared to Km il Sung, the 
North Korean dictator. 

Mr Blair said; “People have 
to know that we w31 run from 
the centre and that we will 
govern from the centre. They 
have to know that the old days 
of tax and spend are over." 

And in a direct warning to 
his awn left-wing MPs, he said 

the new commitment on the 
leadership -to consult MPS was 
matched by a tough disciplinary 
code. “Our whips* office is the 
best it has been for a generation. 
There will not be small groups 
of MPs giving the runaround to 
a Labour government as has 
happened with the present 
administration." 

He is determined to avoid a 
Labour government facing the 
same troubles as John Major. 


who was heavily criticised for 
removing the whip from rebe 
Tory Euro-sceptic MPs. 

Rejecting Tory claims that 
Labour would import German 
levels of unemployment by 
imposing social chapter rules on 

British companies, Mr iJtair 
made a cpmmiLniertl to veto 
European Union employment 
measures, if necessary. 

“We will not impose the 
so-called German or European 

model of social and employ' 
ment costs. If there is any 
attempt to impose those costs 
through the European Social 
Chapter, we will resist it. if nec- 
essary bv the veto, though there 
is no evidence that any such 
move is con templar ed." 

Those close to the Labour 
leader said he would be pre- 
pared to veto social security 


and co-determina- 
in the board 
Sa m Nor would he would not 
Sve up the veto over eraplw- 

^nt protection mrasures.*lt 
k the tone of the speech that is 

new It is pretty B 

Joking it clear there will be no < 
about,” said a source. 
The Labour leader under- 
lined his message to thermions 
at\he TUC last year that there 
be -fairness not fevows 

for trade unions under a Labour 

S ^ut ffiemost important pas- 
sage- was his confirro^ion of the 

constitution from a party dedi- 
cated to redistribution of wealth 
to equality of opportunity. 
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Dustman 
in white 
collar is 
face of 
the new 
flexible 
town hall 


Barry dement 

Labour Editor 

Over the next few years, coun- 
cil tax payers should enjoy more 
co-operation from the U5 mil- 
lion workers employed by local 
authorities. A historic agree- 
ment being thrashed out last 
night should mean household- 
ers will no longer face 
Kafkaesque bureaucracy when 
they want to right wrong, lodge 
complaints, seek advice or en- 
sure work gets done. 

Union leaders and senior 
councillors are not promising 
the instant transformation of lo- 
cal authority workers into au- 
tomatons. but say the 
agreement may end the “can’t 
do” image of local councils. 

One of the most important 
parts of ihe deal will be on the 
flexibility of working hours. No 
longer should it cost councils a 
fortune to open “one-stop 
shops" in the evening at week- 
ends so that council-tax payers 
can access all departments. 

Working lime will be deter- 
mined by the needs of residents 
as well as die convenience of the 
employees. Workers and local 
authorities will be expected to 
be more flexible. At such 
“shops", householders will be 
able to contact most depart- 
ments from pest control to 
housing maintenance through 
one receptionist who will also 
accept payments of council tax. 

The pact will make it easier 
to ensure 24-hour cover for she! 
tered housing and longer open 
mg hours for sports and leisure 
facilities. Caretakers may be 
called on to perform tasks nor- 
mally carried out by craftsmen 
and through a new pay “spine" 
which will cover all employees, 
he can be rewarded for the ex- 
tra skills. "At the moment, there 
is no incentive for staff to ac- 
quire new qualifications be- 
cause the old pay structure is too 
rigid to reward them properly.” 
one senior council official said. 

In Birmingham, dustmen 
have been encouraged to keep 
an eye on the elderly; manage- 
ment believes yesterday's for- 
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Suits me: Council workers will take on a range of new skflls Photomontage: • Jerome Comtek 
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mula will encourage the as- 
sumption of such extra re- 
spcmabQitics. It is hoped council 
workers will see themselves as 
"access points” to all services 
available. The best meals-on- 
wheels services and home help 
departments already act as so- 
cial workers to the elderly. It is 
hoped the deal will encourage 
all local authorities to adopt the 
same system. 

A new breed of handyman 


will be created. Traditionally, a 
council carpenter sent to mend 
pipes would not ensure the 
safety of stair banisters. Only the 
most skilled jobs are now seen 
as exempt from the new way.of 
working. 

Union leaders concede it 
could be the end of the "job 1 
sworth". No longer council will 
workers be able to reply. “It’s 
more than my job’s worth," to 
a request to carry out a job. • - 


■ An £80.7m package of coun- 
cil budget cuts which will lead 
to the axing Of around 1,500 jobs 
has been app ro ved amid angry 
scenes in Glasgow. The mea- 
sures, blamed on government 
capping levels, will see Glasgow 
council taxes increase by a mas- 
sive 22 per cent Less than half 
the city’s 83 councillors were 
able to attend after a blockade 
of the city chambers by angry 
left-wing protesters. ' . - 


Lottery woman unlucky in love 


A woman being sued by her ex- 
boyfriend for half her £lJm 
Lottery fortune told a court yes- 
terday; “I wanted to gel rid of 
him for years." Lisa Lee, 30, said 
that although David Jones was 
the father of her two children, 
he had never given them any fi- 
nancial support. 

Miss Lee, who scooped her 
prize in 1995 with a ticket 
bought with her own money, 
ended the 12-year relationship 
with Mr Jones, 34, two months 
after the win, Cardiff County 
Court has heard. “Since the 
birth of my daughter, 1 realised 
ihe type of person he was ... 1 
struggled for years to bring my 
children up alone; he has nev- 
er contributed to anything." 

Cross-examined. Miss Lee. 
who now lives with her daugh- 
ter Kate. six. and son Jacob, two. 
in a £300,000 home in Swansea, 
said she earned £90 a week as 
a cleaner and never received 
anything from Mr Jones. Deny- 


ing suggestions by Mr Jones's 
counsel. Carolyn Walton, that 
they bought the Lottery ticket 
together. Miss Lee said she 
spent only £1 a week and she 
alone bought the ticket with her 
own cash. 

“David always said the Lot- 
tery was a waste of money. He 
never bought a ticket." 

Miss Lee said she watched 
the draw on television and 
shouted to Mr Joncst to bring 
a pen so she could recheck the 
numbers. She insisted she 
shouted "I’ve won. I’ve won" 
and not “We've won.” 

Although she agreed Mr 
Jones accompanied her to 
Came lot's offices to receive the 
cheque, it was only to drive the 
car. She did not like driving on 
motorways, she said. 

Miss Lee agreed Mr Jones 
had been at some meetings 
with investment advisers but de- 
nied they planned to buy a 
house jointly in the Cotswolds 


to avoid local publicity in 
Swansea about the win. “I didn’t 
treat him as a partner" she said. 

“David stated from the start 
that the money was nothing to 
do with him. He said it was my 
money. He was going to come 
and stav with me until he found 


up to 50 % MORE 

C.g. LONDON & HOME COUNTIES 
£100,000 Buildings Sum Insured 
Premium .Only £154.00 
LOWER Premimas to mstOtiisr Areas 

0345 123111 
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a flat in the area.” Thcf court has 
heard that Mr Jones, unem- 
ployed, was a self-confessed 
social-security "cheat facing 
prosecution if he is not able to •- 
repay the Benefits Agency. j 
The hearing was adjourned to v 
today. ' 
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Schools under scrutiny: Inspectors say Ridings authority let down pupils and staff as the first league tables are published 

Shephard sends in her education hit squad 


Lucy Wad 

Education Correspondent 

A team of government advisers 
is to be sent in to Calderidale ed- 
ucation authority after inspec- 
tors found the council was 
failing to support its schools, 
teachers and pupils. !. 

The move, announced yes- 
terday by Gillian Shephard, the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, will create a model for die 


“hit squads” a re -ejected Tory 
government would parachute 
into other authorities it judged 
to be failing in their duties. 

C^erda]e,whk&agreedtoan 
inspection after a discipline cri- 
sis last November at the Ridings 
School, Halifax, was told to seek 
help from the team - which 
could include chief executives of 
successful authorities and lead- 
ing headteachers- to draw up an 
action plan by 18 April 


Mm Shephard's recommen- 
dation came despite the fact that 
Labour-run C-alderdale. though 
strongly criticised in the in- 
spection report published yes- 
terday. was not found to’ be 
failing in its statutory duties to 
schools. She was accused by the 
authority and by Labour's ed- 
ucation spokesman David 
Blunkert of attempting to turn 
the report into a political foot- 
ball. 


Calderdalc's director of ed- 
ucation. Ian Jennings, stressed 
that a fax from Mrs Shephard 
to Mike Higgins, education 
chairman on the council had in- 
cluded "no suggestion that 
CalderdaJe is a lading author- 
ity". The council was not mind- 
ed to refuse the advisers' help, 
but was “not interested" if the 
offer was just another way of at- 
tacking a Labour council. 

A 10-strong team from Of- 


sied, the schools watchdog, 
found that the West Yorkshire 
authority had no convincing 
strategy for school improve- 
ment and was failing to meet its 
own aims. It did little to help 
schools do better and lacked 
data on pupils' performance, 
hindering attempts to measure 
progress and plan strategically. 

Standards in Calderdale’s 
secondary schools, particularly 
the three in Halifax itself, were 


significantly hcliw national av- 
erages and were not improving 
at the national rate. 

The LEA suffered from a 
“severe credibility problem” in 
the e\ Cs of some schools. Though 
education was given a high pri- 
ority. some headteachers and 
governors expressed "hostility 
and suspicion” towards council- 
lors. Schools were left in the dark 
over the rationale behind deci- 
sions. and councillors interfered 


excessively in ihe LEA's work. 

However, the inspectors ac- 
knowledged that changes in con- 
trol of Calderdale - which has 
alternated between Labour and 
no overall control - had pro- 
duced prolonged uncertainty for 
the education department. 

Mrs Shephard yesterday said 
the report proved the Govern- 
ment was right to call in in- 
spectors following trouble at 
the Ridings. It showed that new 


powers in the Education BD1 be- 
fore Parliament allowing the 
Secretary of State to askOfst- 
cd to inspect any LEA were 
"sorely needed”, she said. 

Labour also proposes LEA 
inspections and improvement 
teams for those thought to be 
failing, Mr Blunkctt yesterday 
called for CalderdaJe to be giv- 
en lime to work with the advi- 
sory team with "a little less 
shouting from the sidelines 



The highest and lowest scoring schools in England 


are 



Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Controversial league tables for 
English primary schools, pub- 
lished by the Government for 
the first time yesterday, involve 
the biggest public info rmation 
exercise since the Second 
World Whr. 

But Labour said they came 
Loo late to help mosi parents 
in their choice of primary 
school and promised that a 
Labour government would in- 
sist they were. issued four 
raonths earlier. ' 

Teachers argued that the 
tables were a confidence trick 
on parents because they made 
no allowance' for those who 
were absent for the tests and for 
pupils with severe learning 
difficulties. 

The tables, costing more than 
£lm. show the results of tests in 
English, maths and science sat 
by more than 500,000 11-year- 
oids at more than: 14.000 
schools: Just 15 schools suc- 
ceeded m getting aD their pupils 
to reach orexceed the expected 
. level 'in all three subjects: 

Gillian' Shephand, the Secret 
laxy of State for Education, said 
. .the tables wouldiaisg standards: 
"Tbday for tbefiret time hundreds 
of thousands of parents will be 
.able, to compare the perfor- 
mance of primary school.” 

David Bhmkett, labour’s ed- . 
/ vacation- j^kpsman, saicf The 

. test results: “But it ,,is amaifc of 

a^wrafitettfwfaichha&com- 


.pletely lost touch with the needs 
of parents that it waits until 
March to publish information 
about tests from last year. It is 
very odd indeed that they don’t 
know that most parents pick 
their primary school before 
Christmas.” 

Under Labour, the govern- 
ment would place a .doty on lo- 
cal authorities to publish them 
in November. 

Many of the schools at the 
-top of the table are eburdi 
schools with mixed-age classes 
who entered a comparatively 
small number of pupils for the 
tests. 

Some of the inner-city 
schools at the bottom of the 
heap hit bade. Birmingham City 
Council pointed out that at 
Cromwell Junior and Infan t 
School 75 per cent of pupils are 
on free school meals compared 
with a national average of 19 per 
cent and said that pupil 
turnover in the area was high. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “Ttoo.or three 
children with flu can mean the 
difference between success and 
failure on the league tables for 
<anall schools: The tables ignore 
the strong influence of back- 
ground factors outside schools’ 
control” 'v' 

. Mis Shephard attacked the 
teacher iurions’ “foolish at- 
tempts to cast doubt on the va- 
“hdSjfof th&tables. Such action . 
wjflnot increase parents’ con- 
fidencebut i i will spoil the plea- 
sure of higtadnevrag children." 



Top of the class, 
but Clifton plays 
down its success 


Lucy Ward 


The irony of school league 
tables is that only tho*e at Ihe 
top have the confidence to 
voice reservations, while those 
at the bottom jostle to be seen 
to endorse their value. 

High-scoring Clifton Church 
of England Primary, lucked in a 
valley near Ashbourne in the 
Derbyshire Peak District, will not 
be proclaiming its success from 
the hilltops. 

Despite being one of only 15 
to gain 100 percent in the Eng- 
lish. maths and science tests 
last summer, the school is keen, 
if anything, to play down their 
significance. “They are just a pan 
of what we. do.” says the heud- 
Leacher. Anne Oliver. “We cer- 
tainly don't teach to the tests, and 
they don’t tell us anything about 
the* children that we don't al- 
ready know. We are about get- 
ting each child to fulfill their" full 
potential.” 

Clifton’s test scores confirm 
the findings of inspectors, who 
two years ago praised its stan- 
dards in English and maths 
and noted the high quality of 
preparation and planning. Mrs 
Oliver, silling beneath rows of 
neatly- labelled box files of cur- 
riculum materials in the 150- 
year-old school's tiny' staffroom, 
agrees long- and medium-Leim 
planning is "meticulous”. Hard 
work and commitment from 
staff and enthusiastic support 
from parents provide the extra 
ingredients for success. 

Though Cliflon is spared 
many of the challenges faced by 
the urban primaries further 


down the league tables, its 88 
pupils represent a wide range of 
abilities. “We’ve come top this 
year because each child per- 
formed as well as they could, 
and no one was absent. Next 
year, it could easily change.” 
Mrs Oliver said. 

Parents, she finds, have had 
little understanding of the tests 
and tables, but arc beginning to 
become more concerned. 
“Everyone wants their children 
to do well but I am waiy of too 
much pressure.” 

At the other end of the scale. 
Grange Primary School in 
Bermondsey, south London, is 
in no position to challenge the 
concept of tables. 

The new headmaster. David 
McElroy. describes last year's re- 
sults - the worst in the country 
at 8 per cent for English and sci- 
ence and zero per cent for maths 
- as “entirely unacceptable". 

The school has gone back 
to basics: Leaching reading 
through phonics and testing 
spelling and tables. It is on 
course" for a 3(i per cent im- 
provement in results this year 
across the hoard. 

Mr McElroy does not offer 
excuses, though fellow heads 
gazing down from the highest 
echelons of the tables might do 
so for him. Almost 40 per cent 
of Grange's 221 pupils do not 
speak English as a first language, 
and two-thirds quality for free 
school meals. 


Primary school 
league tables in 
The Tabloid 
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PHEW! WHAT A SCORCHER! 


At Gateway 2000 we know you- want thedelivery of your computer as fast as your processor. That’s why we aim to deliver 
your custom-configured system within five working days of your cleared payment. Our latest portable power-house, the 
Gateway Soio” 2200 S5-166XU boaste tbefastest intel mobile Pentium* processor with MMX'* technology available on the 
market today' These truly stunning full multimedia portable PCs are individually configured to order. Choose your screen 
size or bard drive Capacity and decide exactly bow ranch memory you want. It‘s easy to get a system specifically designed 
for you from Gateway 2000. Just call us direct and onr friendly, expert portables sales team will help configure a system to 
meet your needs. Whatever model, yotr choose, all Gateway 2000® PCs are backed up with our award-winning service and 
support including: - . _ 

■ Free telephone technical support on all youf hardware and software for as long as you own your PC. 

■ A 30-day no quibble money-hack guarantee (shipping costs not refundable) plus Gateway 2000 warranties. 

Call our friendly safes team now for the fastest route to 
wie of the fastest portables around: - 
Or you can call in to ow Showroom at . , 

10 Bedford Street, Coyent Garden, ' . T 

London WC2E9HE. You'D be glad you did! . • 

Showroom Hours of Business: 

1230 pm -6 JO pm Mondays ... 

930 am - 630 pm Tuesday - Friday ' : 

10.00 am - 4.00 pmSaturdays . . ; . . 

Closed Sundays and Bank Hobdays 


c 

ATtW. 

U SOW 2200 So -166 A L ■ lit" SVGA TFT Colour 

D: 

splsy ■ !. 

j'd 166MHz Muk.ile 

Pen Sun ’ 

Prc-cesair MMX" 1 

trchr.ciczy ■ 

32M5 EDO . 

ilAM. 2XR2rdi&’.e f 

(0MB ■ 25 

6K3 Pipeiine Burst Cache 

■ 2MB EDO , 

V; 

RAM 

■ 2a-r:?l Vjcso Pop 

■ Tcsfcib?. 

" 2GB IDE Hard Drive ■ 

1.44MB 2.5“ 

Mi 

x'uat rib- 

ppv Disk Dr? vo ■ *X 

Mod jhr C; 

3-50M Drive MWavcah. 

ie Sound v.i‘5 1 

Sli 

l-w Sm! 

■ T s o Liii.in ! 

cn Bi’kcre: 

■ $5- Key Kiybcrd a-,- 

:5 Miirci-ofr 1 

W: 

;Eiiuv~ S 

6 k£-v.A ■ 2 PCMCM 

i Type II c 

- i Type 31 Slots ■ PCI 

Bus ■ Koss 1 

;r. 

udr-iivss 

» Wsi-jhl: rrex ?kf 

■ Desktop Isfrered Rc-c.-rko: ■ Dduxe Leather 1 

Cu 

nyins C- 

••j ■ MS' YVindnv.? i 

)5 ■ MS 0 

iscc 97 Sirril B-itiscss l 

•dilio'i (SEE) 1 

Pk 

■ Ijlii 

:’«r Ljnitcd WiarcM.; 




■ 

£3)49 

(£3722.40 inc. 

VA1 A; 

Delivery) 





GATEmr 2000 


"Kw'sf got a friend in die business.** 

0 800 3 9 200 0 

MrJhnniJFrTiuDJik 
.. GaW»y49ttCbaa»^ 

a n£xp ifoedteietaas*' AptGa** S*»d Wcntaii' .« 

KpadafeBbsdlMXfciBfart tfMO^ita An K-jnmt 



IS YOUR HAIR THINNER THAN 
IT mS A FEW YEARS AGO? 

In a recent survey of 500 women, 
a staggering 33% reported hair loss. 


One of the reasons for hair loss m 
women is nutritional 
TO years's research has now 
produced an effective supplement: 
Irt coded NutriHair* 

In a recent survey 33% of women stated 
they had experienced hair loss in recent 
years, and mat this caused them distress 
and anxiety. It is perfectly natural to lose 
some hair every day. But if you feel your 
hair loss is increasing or you have less hair 
than you used to, then NutriHair* could be 
of real help. 

7 have about a third less hair than I used to 
have. Nobody believes I have a problem 
because I still have a lot of hair but I know Us 
has changed and I am very worried’. 

NutriHcrii* could be for you if you 
can answer yes to any of these 
questions 

1. Do you have less hair than you used to? 

2. Does more hair fall out when you 
shampoo, brush or comb your hair? 

3. Is there less hair in your ponytail or the 
amount you can dip bock? 

The facts about hcrir growth 

Hair growth is cyclical. Each hair grows for 
up to 3 years and rs then shed. Its follicle 
rests for about 1 2 weeks and then starts 
growing a new hair. It is normal to lose 
between 50 -1 50 hairs per day. 

But, if the three year growth stage shortens, 
even just a little, there will be an increase in 
hair shedding. If this continues for several 
months the amount of hoir will become 
noticeably less. 

The waning signs: more hear in the 
brush, less hair in the ponytail 

If you are losing more hair than you once 
were it is usually obvious when washing, 
brushing or styling your hair. 

Causes of increased hairless 
There are several 
possible causes but if 
you answered yes 
to one or more of 
the questions 
above, then the 
cause may be a 
nutritional 
imbalance. 



This increases hair shedding by affecting 
the hair growth cycle. NufriHair has been 
developed by one of Britain's leading hair 
specialists and is based on 1 0 years careful 
analysis involving hundreds of women. The 
studies show that the unique combination of 
ingredients in NutriHairf could moke a real 
difference to the amount of hair you grow. 


In trial conditions women using NufriHair 
noticed some reduction in hair loss three to 
four months after starting the supplement. 

It can take up to 6 months to see me full 
benefit. 

Your first months supply is free 

For the quickest results three tablets should 
be taken daily for the first three months. 

After that, |usl one tablet daily should help 
maintain maximum hair volume. The special 
introductory offer price of £29.90 - three 
pocks for the price of two • gives you 
enough NufriHair* for three months. 

Then one pack at £ 1 4.95 will Iasi you 
three months. 

Your money-back g u arant e e 

NutriHairi’ is o highly reputable product 
only available from Nature's Best. Should 
you complete the 3 month course and notice 
no benefit we will refund your money in full . 
However, it is stressed that the full benefits of 
NufriHair 3 are only seen at 6 months. No 
other company offers you such a guarantee 
for a hair product. It is based on me 
confidence we have in NufriHair* 

Any questions? 

Our Nutrition Advisors will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have about 
NutriHair®. Please call 01 892 5521 1 8 
between 9am - 5 . 30pm, Monday to Friday. 

S 01892 552134 

ACCESS, VISA, SWITCH AND 
DELIA CARD HOLDERS 
&30am - 6.00pm Man - Fri and &30an - 1 2 noon Sat. 

Nature’s Best' 

The UK's largest ma2 order supplier of 
nutri fm i d suppleme nt s 
Nature's Best Health Produch Lid-, 

1 Lambert's Rood, hmbridge Weis, Kent1M2 3EQ 
Registered in England No. 1518391. 



j To: Nature^ Best, Freepost, Tunbridge Wefts, Kent TN2 3BR- |No stamp needed) 
j Pi ease send me 3 month’s supply of NutriHoir* ar Ihe introductory price of £29.90. 

I I enclose a cheque/PO for £29.90 made payable to Nature's Best Health Products Ud. 
or please debit my Access/Visa/Swiich/Ddto Card no. 


I Expiry Date 

Cardholder's Signature . 

Name Mr/Mrs/Ms _ 

Address 


SwAdi/Defea 

Issue No 


Registered m England No 15183$! 


Postcode 
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abour stare like Angela Eagle 
and Gwyneth Duawoody had 



fdressed uj) for transport 


questions. The bobbed Ms Eagle was in 
navy bluejacket and light blue shirt, 
looking like a smart wardress from 
Prisoner Cell Block H. Ms Dunwoody 
was in a stunning purple outfit, making 
her look (as she sat - ripely - on the 
green leather) like a Victoria plum, 
ready for canning. 

They were there for ftin. Such as 
when Dr Charles Goodsort-Wickes (C, 
Wimbledon). Former Silver Slick 
Medical Officer with rhe Life Guard 
(one can only guess what the stick was 
used for), drew attention to the "gross 
incompetence” of South West Trains. 
But (he asserted) this "unexceptional 
exception’' proved the rule that 
privatisation was better than what 


preceded iL It was, he thimdered, “in 
stark contrast to the bad old days”, 
when there were strikes and militancy 
and suchlike abominations. “At least you 
knew Mien your train was going to be 
cancelled", quipped Tony Banks. 

John Owen Jones (Cardiff Central), 
one of Labour’s high-flyers (small beard 
- sanctimonious manner) raised the 
question of a constituent of his who - en 
route for Aldershot - found himself 


A DAVID*! i 

iiaronovitcn 



“stranded in Ascot”. The generously 
r, John Witts 


girthed junior minster, 

(who. resembles in speech, demeanour 
and posture a slightly dun Essex police 
desk sergeant addressing a student 

meeting), sympathised - but opined that 
“as someone who lives in Ascot there 
are worse places to be stranded". 

This was either a niece of 
spontaneous idiocy (of course there are 


Building bridges to rescue 
stranded rail passengers 


worse places to be stranded than where 
you live - like almost anywhere else for 
instance) - or an open invitation for 
other distressed Welsh travellers to stop 
over at the Wattses for a cup of tea and 
a Viennese Whirl. 

But one place, above all, seemed to 
feature in Labour attacks on the 


Ministerial. It was first mentioned by 
Stephen Timms, the 18ft tall Labour 
sixth-former from Newham (whose 
family hope he will stop growing soon, 

since the Chamber microphones keep 

on getting entangled in hs hair). Were 
there plans, he demanded, for a new 
road bridge “over the river Lea"? 


He was followed by Islington’s own : 
Jeremy Cortyn, elegantly tarried l oot in 
taupe wind-cheater, with a fetching ' . 
chocolate corduroy collar. There were 
real safer? concerns on the North ‘ 
London Line, he told the ponse, / 
occasioned by problems with a railway ' 
bridge -“over the river Lea”. 

It sftCTis foyt the demand for a new 
bridge to be built on the river Lea is now 
overwhelming- ButtSnce - under Labour 
- there can be no public money made. . 
available for this venture, and since , 
things Japanese are now very popular 
with the Opposition, I began to toy wifo, 
a solution involving redundant Jbxy MBS': 
fr pj n g marched to the banks of the Lea, , 
and put to work budding a new. bridge. 

Just as I dismissed this thought as 
inhumane, David Evans — the _ 

controversial MP for Welwyn ‘an Atfield 



■'^LaWsKeitiB^aon 
beard, curate Vmtens O') ; 

ge ^Sen)y I pictured him - sweat- . 

stained in to Staid fatigues op ^ 
waist in the turbid waters of 1 ^ 

antrin g piles and hauling tuntigis. 

: Nert to him toiled a bent ft* 1 * . 

Marshall, a humbled Jacques 
-saw”: Arnold arid a silenced 
Maitland. All of them - at last - <^mg 
something useM. 


No shortage of possible contenders for an elected city boss at Mansion House 




THE SOLUTION. 


The solution can be much easier than you 
think. Discover why so many men have already 
resumed normal loving relationships thanks to 
discreet new treatments that are simple, safe 
and effective. No longer should any man suffer 
alone - the answer to impotence, premature 
ejaculation and any questions you may have 
can be found at the Central Clinic. To obtain 
your copy of our confidential free booklet 
within 4S hours, please FREEPHONE one of 
our experienced male advisors on: 

0800 357581 


or return the FREEPOST coupon below. 


The Central Clinic 




Please send me my free book: 'Male ftnp ote nce^l 
Al yar questions answered* rt complete oonfidercaj 

Name — 1325 1 

Address J 
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JTHECENFRAL CUNJCTREEP0ST40 ALM^^LONDON WIE7LJJ 


Blair to examine plans for 


US-style elected mayors 


Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Powerful, American -style elect- 
ed mayors could change the face 
of local government under a 
plan which is expected to be 
examined closely by Tony Blair. 

The proposal, published yes- 
terday by the Fabian Society, is 
likely to be seen as an early blue- 
print for some of the changes 
Labour might make in govern- 
ment. 

The Labour leader has 
already said he favours the idea 
of an elected mayor for London, 
and it is possible that the par- 
ty would legislate to allow oth- 
er areas to pick up the idea. 

Although there would be no 
immediate plan to impose may- 
oral ballots on councils, differ- 
ent areas would be encouraged 
to experiment so that a gradual 
reform could take place. 


There could be fierce resis- 
tance to the idea in many town 
halls, where councillors fear it 
would leach away their power 
and concentrate control in the 
hands of one person. Research 
has shown that while more than 
70 per cent of the public want- 
ed elected mayors, only 16 per 
cent of councillors agreed. 

The report's authors say their 
idea could revitalise 
communities and attract a high- 
er calibre of local politician. 
One-third of existing councillors 
are retired and SO per cent are 
over 45. but ihe new-style may- 
ors would 

have a salary and a small staff. 

Elected mayors would have 
sweeping powers and would 
oversee the running of the 
administration as well as 
proposing the annual budget 
and community plan. They 
would be able to choose a small 


cabinet of council members. 

The mayor would be elected 
on an Alternative Vote system 
which would ensure that he or 
she had the support of at least 
50 per cent of the electorate. 
Another of the paper's pro- 
posals, less likely to be taken up 
by Mr Biair, suggests that coun- 
cillors should be elected by 
proportional representation. 

In London, the mayor would 
be limited to a maximum of 
three four-year terms and his or 
her main role would be to pro- 
vide a voice for the capital 
The person would also be in 
charge of transport strategy, 
land use planning, economic 
development and public safety. 
The new Greater London 


authority would have only 30 
T Eui 


members, three for each Euro- 
constituency. 

The report - written by Mar- 
garet Hodge, the Labour MP 


for Barking and former Isling- 
ton council leader, with Pro- 
fessor Gerry Stoker, from the 
University of Strathclyde, and 
Professor Steve Leach, from De 
Montfort University-says the 
idea will make prople more 
proud of their communities. 
Less than one-third of people 
voted in the 1996 council elec- 
tions, it says. 

' Ms Hodge said that the aim 
was to find someone who could 
actively promote their area, 
and who could act asa focus for 
dvic identity. 

“We have bad IS years of 
local government being pushed 
around. Ws aren’t going to turn 
the dock back to the Thimnany 
Hall politics of the Sixties and 
Seventies, so we need something 
new," she said. “People have 
been arguing about the princi- 
ple, and this is a first attempt to 
put flesh on Che options.” 


Tories will block a ‘botched’ 


single currency, says M^jor 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


John Major said yesterday that 
a Conservative* government 
would tiy to block a “botched" 
European single currency. 

He told a Talk Radio phone- 
in that the United Kingdom 
would be damaged by an ill- 
founded Euro-currency, and if 
he was still Prime Minister, he 
would do his utmost to stop it 
when membership selection 


took place in a year s time, 
^le 


But the problem any Prime 
Minister would face is that no 


one country has a veto over sin- 
gle currency membership. Se- 
lection is by qualified majority 
vote, and the UK would need 
to team up with other countries 
to block an individual applicant. 

Even an alliance between 
the UK. Denmark, Sweden, 
Finland and Greece would not 
add up to enough votes to 
create a blocking minority. But 
Mr Major said a single curren- 
cy “botch" would create un- 
employment in the UK. 

"The first thing that would 
happen if they made a botch 
of iL and had a weak, insub- 


stantial European currency, is 
that all the money that flows 
into Europe would then go 
into the hard currencies, the 
strong currencies - the Swiss 
franc and sterling 

“That would push up the 
exchange rate of sterling, and 
that would make all our ex- 
porters uncompetitive. 

“We would have done noth- 
ing wrong, but suddenly the way 
the world’s markets operate, 
they buy sterling, they put up 
our exchange rate, we'd be 
uncompetitive, and we’d lose 
jobs at home." 


Mr Major said he would 
make every effort to stop coun- 
tries that were not economically 
fit from joining up to the single 
currency. “If they were likely to 
go ahead in the wrong circum- 
stances , it is in the British na- 
tional interest to stop them 
doing so,” he said. “Everyone 
who goes into the single cur- 
rency would need the approval 
of their European partners in 
order to do so. 

“I would be prepared to vote 
against countries going in that 
were not in the right econom- 
ic circumstances.” 



Government courts middle classes 
forced to sell homes to pay for help 


G l en d a Cooper 
aid Goto Brown 


The Government’s promise of 
“new deal" for the elderly, 
which would let them keep 
their homes if they need long-, 
term residential care, was at- 
tacked as an “election % leaf” 
by charities and health bodies. 

Labour is almost certain to 
cancel the plan in which people 
would take out insurance for the 
cost of residential care, d aim- 
ing it would only help those who : 
could afford premiums. .. 

• The plans were seen as an 
election gamble by Health Sec- 
retary Stephen Dorrell to out- 
flank Labour in die election, 
over an issue which has caused 
outrage among middle class 
voters who have been forced to 
sell their homes to pay for 
long-term care in old age. 

Chris Smith, Labour’s health 
spokesman, said an incoming 
Labour Govemmehtwould es- 
tablish a Royal Commission to 
cany out a fuff review of die care 
system and it would introduce 
a long-term cart charter setting 
outentiUeirients. 

Labour would introduce a na- 
tional chargragpolicyibrdonii- 
dliazy care » that people knew 
what capital and income was go- 
ing to be taken into account. 

TJnder the Government's 
proposals, those taking out in- 
surancepoEriesWill be allowed 
to teepfi -50 m assets for every 
£1 worth of insurance, before 
losing state aid for their long- 
term care. 

•The Health Secretary, pub- 
lishing the draft to establish 
the scheme, said it would recti- 
fy an “injustice” in the present 
system which is currently worth 
£lbn a year. It is expected that 
he wifi announce tomorrow that, 
local authorities wifi be forced 
to sell off remaining care homes 
and use private.. or voluntary 
groups to provide those services. 

At present, those who need 
long-term care have the first 
£10,000 wcttth of their assets cfe- 


assets a lump sum . premium 
would be £5,400 for a man and 
£8,100 for a woman. 

'Once the cover has been ex- 
hausted— residential and mus- 
ing care costs between £200 and 
£350 aweek-the local authority 
wiU have to cover your care in 
future arid will not be able to 
seize your home. 

According to the depart- 
ment, 18 per cent of men and 
36 per cent.of women aged 65 
run the risk of admission to a 
residential-home. A quarter of 


and the Department of Health 
estimates that between 20 and 
50 per cent of self-frindezs will 
take up the scheme. 

But Sally Greengross, direc- 
tor general of Age Concern, 
warned against “scaremonger- 
ing" when it comes to the future 
of paying for care. She said only 
around one in 20 older people 
are currently in long-term care. 

“In order to have an insur- 



Stephen . Dorrell: Election 
gamble to outflank Labour 


that amount have their .care 
needs met in full by foe state. 

Those with assets of between 
£10,000 and £16,000 are means 
tested but those with, more 
tiian that have to meet the cost 
in full, with the result that 
thousands are forced to sell 
their homes each year. 

- Under the new proposals, the 
state will disregard £L50 worth 
of assets for every £1 worth of 
private insurance bought So, for 
example, if your house is worth 
£60,000, the fim £10,000 ^dis- 
regarded and you then have to 
buy £33300 worth of cover to 

bringyou up to the£50000you. 

need to protect your house. 

The premium can be taken : 
out at retirement age, orbefore 
and can be paid in a lumpsum, 
or in instalments. Figures put 
out by the Department of 
Health suggest that for some- 
one protecting £60,000 worth of 


ance policy topiutect assets, you 
need a good income and an as- 
set worth protecting. This will 
only affect anrinorityr she said. 

Ms Greengross was joined by 
the Continuing Care Confer- 
ence (CCC), a group of com- 
mercial and charitable org- 
.amsatioos calling for-.tbe state 
to disregard £2 worth of assets 
for every £1 worth of private in- 
surance bought “This would 
benefit a far greater number of 
people and would also make It 
possible for people with slender 
resources to protect their as- 
sets,” said a CCC spokesman. 

The NHS Support Federa- 
tion condemned the scheme, 
saying in practice the proposals 
would only cover houses worth 
less than £60,000. <f Hns scheme 
is nothing but a fig leaf for the 
election," said Michael Walker, 
its director. “The Government 
cannot even guarantee that the 
present level Of 40,000 people 
losing their holmes to day for 
care wilj falL” - 

■ A spokesinari for foe Asso- 
ciation of British Insurers 
sai<fc u We are not.foere'to pro- 
vide a safety net That has always 
got to be. foe role of govern- 
ment” " 

Leading Article, page 13 





He trusts his mum to get him home. But who can she trust? 
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Some things are too important to leave to chance. 

So make sure you and your family have AA protection when you're 
out on the road. 

It really does pay to be a personal member of the AA. 

• 24-hour cover, every day of the year - from the UK's leading 
motoring assistance organisation. 

■ We give priority to members in vulnerable situations. 

• Over 80% of til breakdowns fixed at the roadside. 


£39 


Even if you're driving someone else’s car, you’re covered. • 

Even if you’re a passenger in someone else’s car, you’re covered. 
And you’re assured of roadside help if your vdbide is inmiobilised 
after a breakdown or accident (including theft or vandalinn};,'^' 
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Join today and save £8. 

If you pay annually by direct debit or credit card continuous titthority, 
membership starts from just £39* a year. That’s foe eqmvtient'of oniy ’ 
£3.25 a month, which is £6 off (he normal cash-payment price of £45. 
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To join, call free on 0800 444 445 





flsk for extension 6172. Immediate cover available. M Membership is also available from A* she- 
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Inspector lambasts prison 
where strong prey on weak 
and young fight to survive 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Widespread buDying has turned 
a jail lor young offenders into 
a “jungle’’ in which the “strong 
prey on the weak" and inmates 
have to “physically fight to sur- 
vive", the Chief Inspector of 
Prisons reveals today m a high- 
ly critical report, . 

Sir David Rarasbotham said 
the report on Dover Young 
Offenders Tnstltnrinn 

what some people would con- 
sider to be “devastating” criti- 
cism of the Prison Service’s 
inability to protect the inmates, 

aged from 17 to 21: 

The Prison Service yesterday 
denied that the prohlera was as 
severe as the report suggested 
and said the jail had intro- 
duced a new ami-bullying strat- 
egy since his visit- Inspectors 
visited the former' Victorian 
fort in May last year, but the 
Home Office has released .the 
report only today. 

Sir David identified the six- 
bed dormitories; in which the 
majority of the 300 young pris- 
oners were housed, as the mam 
reason for endemic bullying. 
“They were a veritable 'jungle', 
in which the strong preyed on 
the weak, and where most who 
entered the establishment had 
to physically fight to survive or 
exist as a vulnerable prisoner, . 
subjected to continual intimi- 


dation and insult.” he said. 
“Apart from offending the most 
basic standards of a dvflised so- 
ciety these conditions are stor- 
ing. nj> increasing problems for 
‘ the wider community." 

Sir David described the plight 
of an inmate called Peter, who 
had a drug addiction and was 
serving 18 months for drug-re- 
lated offences.. On Ids arrival, he 
was severely beaten by four oth- 
er offenders who, after being 
placed in a segregation unit, 
were returned to the dormito- 
ry where Peter was housed. 
Three days later he was again 
severely assaulted twice. The 
following morning Peter at- 
tempted to commit suicide by 
slashing his wrists and tipper 
arm. He is still at the jail, but 
lives in fear of further attacks. 

Sir David said that in 1995 
there were 42 recorded inci- 
dents ofbuDying, but that these 
were “only the tip of the 
iceberg". He added that the 
dormitories should be demol- 
ished. 

. Sir David expressed concern 
that there was no anti-buBymg 
strategy and that the under-re- 
sourced jail was expected to cut 
about £500,000 from its budget 
in the next three years. “Die 
prime need is for {inmates] to 
be named in acceptable dolls 
not corrupted into more crim- 
inal behaviour,” he said. . 

In a second report, this time 


on the OnJey Young Offender 
Institution in Coventry, which 
houses both juveniles aged 15 
to 16 and criminals aged 17 to 
21, Sir David also highhgbts con- 
cerns about bullying. He de- 
plores the mixing of teenage 
offenders with older, more ex- 
perienced criminals and says 
that the policy is “unaccept- 
able”. 

in response, Brian RpEett, the 
governor at Dover, said be ac- 
cepted that there was a bully- 
ing problem, but not to 
the degree suggested by Sir 
David: 


dominates the lives of the young 
offenders here, "he said, "far 
from releasing diem ’corrupted’, 
we hope to have provided them 
with skills and education they 
can use constructively." 

Richard Tilt, the director- 
general of the Prison Service, 
added that a new anti-bullying 
strategy had been introduced, 
but the rapidly rising prison pop- 
ulation made it impractical to 
replace the dormitories with 
cells. 

Paul Cavadino, chair of the 
Penal Affairs Consortium, com- 
mented; “This underlines yet 
again the serious damage 
caused to our prison system by 
the Government’s policy of en- 
couraging more custodial sen- 
tences while simultaneously 
cutting prisons’ budgets." 



Jason Bennet to ■ - 

When Sir David Ramsbotbam 
was appointed by the Home 
Secretary as Chief Inspector of 
Prisons 15 months ago many 
people viewed him as a son 
touch. Years of higbly-critical 
reports from the former in- 
spector, Judge StepherrHunim, 
were expected Ip be replaced 
with -a less - controversial mid 
confrontational approach. 

A former Army, general who 
was known as“Rambo” byhis; 
men seemed an unlikely re- 
former and troublemaker. But 
nwfe thim a year on Michael 
Howard must be beginning to 
wonder if he made a horabfe 
mistake. 

Today sees the latest.iira se- 
ries of inspections that spectac- 
ularly "draws attention to 
shoxtSgnnings in the Prison Ser- 
vice. Not only has Sir David, 62, 
become, mcreasingly confident 
abbutspeaking out against what 
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Sir David: More confident 
about speaking out 

he believes are “unacceptable" 
conditions at individual jails, 
but also he is starting to cam- 
paign on severalpenal issues. 

His growing willingness to 
become involved in potential ar- 
eas of ptilky has infuriated Mr 
■ Howard and his officials. With- 


’ reform 


in weeks of his appointment m 
December 1995 he marched his 
inspectors out of Holloway 
women’s jail in north London 
in an unprecedented act of 
protest It was the start of a cam- 
paign for better conditions for 
women prisoners. 

His latest area of interest is 
the state of juveniles in jail and 
the -corruption of young of- 
fenders. His is about to set up 
an inquiry into this subject and 
has called for new specialist 
prison directors to be appoint- 
ed to examine the problems of 
young offenders and women. 

He is pushing for changes to 
the way inspectors’ reports are 
published so that they are re- 
moved from the control of the 
Home Secretary. He has also crit- 
icised “boot camps” and made 
himself very unpopular with 
ministers and officials by sug- 
gesting that his job should cov- 
er the Prison Service rather than 
just the inspection of prisons. 



... 


Spreading harmony: Yehudi Menuhin joining musicians in London yesterday to announce the seventh London International String Quartet 
Competition, which was his brainchild. The contest will be held next month at Goldsmiths' Hall in the City of London Photograph: John Voos 

Gene experts’ maize mistake 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

The Government’s senior ad- 
viser on genetically engineered 
food yesterday admitted that 
mistakes had been made in al- 
lowing genetically modified 
maize into Britain from the 
United States. 

“We missed a trick.” Profes- 
sor Derek Burke told a major 
government conference on 
the public acceptability of the 
revolutionary new gene 
technologies. 

“We could have spotted the 
problem a year before it hap- 
pened and we didn’t,” added 
Prof Burke, a former vice chan- 
cellor of the University of East 
Angjia who chairs the Govern- 
ment's Advisory Committee on 
Novel Foods and Processes. 

The maize, genetically al- 
tered to make h resistant to an 
insea pest, was grown in bulk 
for the first time in the US last 
summer - then mixed freely 
with normal maize and export- 
ed to Europe. 

The crop was imported at the 
end of last year, even though the 
European Union was still try- 
ing to decide at the time 
whether it should be used in 


foodstuffs and animal feed. 
Professor Burke’s committee 
had advised the Government 
againsL it, because there was a 
very slight risk that the maize 
could give harmful bacteria re- 
sistance to an antibiotic. But the 
European Commission subse 7 
quently decided the maize was 
safe for Europe. 

The episode showed how 
global free trade could bypass 
Britain and the EU’s laws and 
licensing system for the intro- 
duction of genetically 
modified foods. 

Once the US government 
had decided to authorise the 
maize, and the American pro- 
ducers had derided not to keep 


it separate from the conven- 
tional crop, the only way for Eu- 
rope to keep it out would he to 
ban all US maize imports - 
thereby starting a major trade 
dispute. 

None the less. Austria has 
banned imports of the maize 
while France has refused to al- 
low the crop to be grown 
within its borders. 

Genetically modified soya 
beans were also imported in 
bulk from the LIS for the first 
time late Iasi year, mixed in with 
a conventional crop. These 
beans had. however, been ap- 
proved by the EU authorities. 

Maize and soya products are 
used in an extremelv wide 


variety of processed foods. Be- 
cause of the mixing of genet i- 
cally modified crops with 
conventional ones, it is much 
more difficult for manulaelur- 
crx and retailere to pul labels on 
food declaring [hat they are 
made from genetically engi- 
neered crops. 

Professor Burke, a biologist, 
told the London conference: 
"Wc have to mow the regulator 
system further away from gov- 
ernment.'' More representation 
from consumer organisations 
was also needed. He said peo- 
ple found it impossible to believe 
that a person in his position had 
sufficient independence from 
government. He also doubled 


that the Government's proposed 
new Food Council, which will 
advise on a broad range of food 
safety and quality issues, would 
have" sufficient powers or 
■teeth.'' 

Many speakers emphasised 
the public's confusion and fears 
about the technology, which can 
insert genes from one organism 
into another quite unrelated one 
to give it new properties. 

Robin Grove White of the 
University of Lancaster said 
people felt unease, ambiva- 
lence and fatalism, and there 
were "chronic mismatches" 
between the present system 
of regulation and public 
concerns. 
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Royal Academy 
swindler jailed 


A former bursar at the Royal 
Academy of Aits who plun- 
dered nearly £400,000 from the 
cash-strapped institution in an 
attempt to “buy his wife’s Jove” 
after she discovered he had 
been unfaithful to her, was 
jailed for five years yesterday. 

Trevor Clark, 44, who was 
said to have dwelt in a “world 
of fantasy”, also stole more 
than £29,000 from his village 
church's restoration fund. 

Southwark Crown Court in 
south London was told that 
Clark, a father of four, used the 
money to bankroll a life of lux- 
ury. Ii went on expensive im- 
provements to his five-bedroom 
bouse at Watton-at-Stone in 
Hertfordshire, and to send his 
children to private school, at a 
cost of £21,000 a year. 

Further sums went on hors- 
es for his daughters, to pay for 
family holidays, and to buy sev- 
eral cars. 

Passng sentence, Judge Ger- 
ald Butler QC said the theft 


from the Royal Academy - 
where Clark was earning 
£30,000 a year by the time of his 
arrest - was in "gross breach of 
the trust they had placed in you 
as one of its most senior 
employees". 

it was “the worst” such case 
be had come across, went on for 
a number of years and was mo- 
tivated “simply by greed and a 
desire to live at a level that your 
income would not support". ■ 

The systematic swindling of 
l he 15th-century parish church 
of St Andrew’s and St Mary’s, 
while he was its treasurer, was 
“particularly despicable and 
ffiarepotable”. “Again, your mo- 
tive was greed." said the judge. 

He imposed five years for 
stealing £397.739.20 from the 
Royal Academy between Janu- 
ary 1991 and December 1995, 
and a similar concurrent term 
for the theft of £29,087.96 from 
the church restoration fund 
between October 1991 and Feb- 
ruary last year. 


For only £999 + VAT you can now buy an 
Intenwt Multimedia PC with TV, Teletext and j 
Video Capture! ; 

These systems are made right here in the UK using 
the highest quality components available. 
This ongoing commitment to quality caused 
Computer Buyer to comment: 

“77/e attention to detail in MESH's documentation 
and bundled software is outstanding!" 

To order one of these special systems 
call MESH Sales now on 0181 452 1111. 
Delivery by Insured Courier Is within 5 Days* and j 
there are 3 Ways to Pay*. — . / 


£999 


£1173 S3 

inc. VAT 





pentium 


166MHz Pentium MMX 
200MHz Pentium MMX 


DAILY POEM 


The Clock 

By Simon Armrtage 

Slap bang on the Equator, my solar powered watch 
Thought all Its Christmases and birthdays had come at once. 
And rattier than having to drag the present out of the past 
It was having a hard. time of it holding itself back. 

Wffi the sun looping the loop, there might have been no use 
Fen. a timepiece at all, but I-yet its luminous hands for home 
-Because at night, which came down fast, new constellations 
Tp the south made strange sideways movements, like troops. 

This week, BBC Radio 3 b broadcasting five programmes made 
by Simon Armitage and Glyn MaxweC about their travels in 
the Amazon. “Hie Clock” comes from their series, entitled 
lb Bahia and Beyond, and The Independent will publish one 
of dip Maxwell’s poems tomorrow. The programmes will be 
transmitted on R3 every day until Friday at 920 pm (9-35 on 
Thursday). 


*3 ways to pay! 


Pay Nov - Mhwnr vMUn 5 days 

Pb> ihe whole amount hy 
credit card or cheque 
Total Price = £1173.83. 


Sfcc Months Interest Free Credit 

No Deposit and nothing u> pay 
for 6 momhs. 

Total Price a £1173.83. 


fk f No DeposA ana nothing to par tor 
■IS 6 months. Then £47.62/montn for 
36 months 

Total Price = £171432 (13 js «*l. 
ii, n nt h OR Pay £5 00 Deposit and then 
£23.88/monlh for 36 months. 
7.KAM Tbtal Price = £338948 (17 » apwj 


Some recent editorial comment on the 
MESH Elite Ultima range. 

I PC Direct Best Buy I 


“For the money you'd be hard 
pressed lo find a better deal" 

- Dec 96 


II Computer Shopper Best Buy | 


“Stunning. The MESH system is 
feature packed and at a very 
competitive price. What more could 
you ask for in a PC?" - Oct 96 


Computer Buyer Award Winner 


“In terms of the best balance in 
features. presentation and 
performance, we unsurprisingly 
award the MESH our Best Buy" 

- Oc« 96 
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MESH Ultima Home P133 


■ Intel 133ml2 Pentium Processor 

■ IS Mbyte Fast EDO RAM 

■ 1.7Gb Fast Access E-BJE Hard Disk 

■ 512Kb Pipeline Burst Mode Cache 

■ 2Mb SGRAM ATI 3D Rage H Graphics 

■ ATI TV Tuner/Video Capture/feletext 

■ 15' FST Digital SVGA Colour Monitor 

■ 12 Speed CD ROM 

■ Creative Labs Sountfblaster 16 

■ Stereo Amplified Speakers & Microphone 

■ 28£00 Fax/Modem with Pipex Internet 
Access & Tel -Me 

■ Windows 95 keyboard & Microsoft mouse 

■ WfotkJWs95&LotHsSmartSutte96 

■ Accent Express Multilingual Word Processor 

■ NEW Microsoft Encarta 97 

• Intel 430HX PCIset system board • Dual Channel Fast 
Enhanced IDE controller • I fa? senai. 1 parallel & 1 game ports 

• 1.44 Mb 3.5' Floppy Dove 0 AU software is pre-rean« anc stapled 
on ongrei meda fe«cepr lams SrnanSu>re 36. Pips* lr.tem« saess 
and Feme) 


SF~J FREE I 
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FREE SmartSuite 97 


The MESH 0ite Ultima is supplied with Lotus 
SmartSuite .96 and you will 
be entitled to a free upgrade to 
SmartSuite 97 as soon as it is released. 




COMPUTERS PLC 

MESH House. Apsley Way. London NW2 7HF 
Tel: 0181 J52 1111 Fan: 0181 208 4493 
E-mail' sales€>me$hpic.cc‘.ui< 


CALL 0181 452 1111 or 07000 MESHPC 
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Whoever started the rumour that ‘Rovers are expensive’ must be a few shillings short of a pound. 
We prescribe a minute or two in the quiet interior of this elegant Rover 618i, contemplating its 
£.14,940* price tag. 

Call 0345 186 186 for details, or visit your local Rover dealer. 


unior 




4rn 


* ‘■‘GV .; l & ... 



♦ MANUFACTURER'S RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE. MODEL SHOWN ROVER olSi £14 *40. PRICE. CORRECT AT TIME OF GOINC TO PRESS. INCLUDES li MONTHS ROAD TAX. DELIVERY TO DEALER PREMISES AND NUMBER PLATES. SUBIECT 


TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. 
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international 

at stake as enemies unite 



-Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem /- • 

Until Sunday morning It seemed as 
i f Be njamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, was under 'attack 
from everybody in the world except 
- his mother. Then it aD changed. 7jia 
Netanyahu, .84, said in an interview 
that her son's actions made her feel 
embarrassed rather.ihan proud. She 


Netanyahu: Now even his 

mother is attacking him . 


with the Arabs was •'preposterous’’. 

' It. is not as if Mr Netanyahu, who 
left yesterday for a three-day visit to 
- Russia, was short of critics at. borne 
and abroad. Ariel Sharon, bis own. 


Infrastructure Minister and architect 
of his victory in the election last May, 
was quoted last week os telling a group 
of Israeli settlers: “Bibi Netanyahu is 
a dangerous man for the stale of 
IsraeL I do not believe one word that 
leaves that man’s mouth." 

Palestinian leaders were only sight- 
ly more polite. Abu Mazen, the 
Palestinian chief negotiator, resigned 
yesterday, accusing Israel of failing 
to consult over the scale of its with- 
drawal from 9 percent the West Bank 
this week. 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, said: The policy of Mr Ne- 
tanyahu and his government will 
lead us to the abyss." 


Mr Netanyahu has always been a 
man with many enemies, but over the 
next 1*1 days he will have to fight for 
his survival as three separate crises 
- with the Palestinians, his own par- 
ty and as the result of the so-called 
Bar-On scandal - come to the boil. 
Polls show only 21 per cent of Israelis 
would vole for him. 

Surveying work will start early 
next at Har Homa. known to Pales- 
tinians as Jabal Abu Jhneim. where 
a Jewish settlement for 26.000 peo- 
ple is to be built in the face of inter- 
national condemnation. This could 
provoke violence across the West 
Bank. Any international credit the 
Prime Minister won by his partial 


withdrawal from Hebron in January 
has evaporated. 

Mr Arafat talked yesterday of Is- 
raeli “tricks" provoking a crisis in the 
peace process- This may be inspired 
as much by a sense of Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's weakness as by his disap- 
pointment that only 7 per cent of the 
West Bank is to come under the full 
control of the Palestinian Authority. 
Another 2 per cent will be jointly con- 
trolled. This means another 200.000 
Palestinians in 5U towns and villages 
wfl] be free of the Israeli occupation 
for the first lime since 1967. 

Moving too slowly to satisfy the 
Palestinians, Mr Netanyahu has alien- 
ated his own right wing. This is his 


second crisis. The extreme right secs 
him giving up the West Bank and end- 
ing their dream of a state stretching 
from the Jordan river to the Mediter- 
ranean. They suspect that once 1.1 
million Palestinians, with their own 
security forces, are no longer under 
the day-to-day control of the Israeli 
army, ’it will be difficult for Mr Ne- 
larrvahu to retain more than a few seg- 
ments of the West Bank. 

Seven members of Mr Netanyahu's 
coalition say they may vote against 
him in a no-confidence vote. This is 
too few to bring down the govern- 
ment. And. angry though they are, 
they do not want "to vote themselves 
out" of a job. More menacing for Mr 


Netanyahu is a move to change the 
law. in order to make it possible to 
vote the Prime Minister out of office 
wilhoui dissolving the Knesset. 

This constitutional change could 
happen if the official opposition - 
Labour. Meretz and the Arab parties 
-combine with the dissident right and 
Mr Netanyahu's enemies in his Likud 
party. These are numerous. At a ral- 
ly in Tel Aviv last month other par- 
ty' leaders were not allowed to speak. 
Mr Netanyahu’s supporters were ac- 
cused of mobilising groups of thugs 
who shouted "traitor" at his oppo- 
nents. Fortunately for the Prime 
Minister, his enemies detest each oth- 
er as much as they dislike him. 


p enalty as 



Pha Davison 

Zihuatanejo, Mexico . . 

Victor jFebcianb, a 12-year-old 
Mixtec Indian who helped his fa- 
ther . grow, com, was dragged 
from his home by police and 
troops in the southern Mexican 
state of Guerrero on 15 Eebtu- 
aiy. He has not been seen since. 

Relatives and neighbours in 
his village ofTIacoachistlabua- 
ca fear that Victor has been 
“disappeared" - murdered - 
along with three other peasants 
detained in' a police raid the 
same day. Locals say their crime 
was to have had rifles in their 
homes -standard practice in an 
area where law officers rarefy 
venture and feuds are tradi- 
tionalfy resolved fry bullets. 1 

A police convoy had been 
shot at : near the- village the 
previous day, with one police- 
man killed. 

The authorities deny holdmg 
the peasants, saying that all 
four fled arred and are “fiigitryes 
from justice**. The implication 
is that Jliey belonged to or at 
least sympathised with a leftwing - 
guerrilla group. And that they' , 
are unlikely to be seen again. 

Hie four were detained in 
just one of many recent raids on 
Indian villages in Guerrero as 
polkeand troops tried to flush 
out guerrillas of the sorcalled 
Popular Revolutionary Army 
(EPR). The EPR surfaced in 
Guerrero last year, two years af- 
ter a similar uprising by Zap^ 
arista guerrillas in Chiapas. 

Villagers in Tlacoachist-. 
lahuaca say that 100 heavily' 
armed members of the feared 
state judicial police, backed by 
troops in three armoured cars, 
spread terror during die raid, 1 
bursting into homes, bearing 
women and a twoyear-old child 
and stealing goats, pigs and 
hens - the'onfy means of liveli- 
hood for many villagers. .' . 

Huroaif rights - groups and 
opposition;, politicians, who 
blame the Guerrero slate gov- 
ernor, Angel Aguirre, for such 
raids, are demanding that the 
police or army explain the fete 
of the four missing peasants. 

The EPR is theTemcanwtion 
of a peasant guerrilla group 
called the Party of the Poor, 


which fought the Guerrero gov- 
ernment and wealthy 6lite in the 
Sixties and Seventies. It ao- 
iKXinceditsdflastyearOTthean' 
niversaiy of a massacre by police 
of 17 peasants in the hiDs above 
the tourist resort of Acapulco. 

The group's most dramatic 
actios was against another 
tourist resort, Huatulco, last Au- 
gust when it attacked several po- 
.lice-. and. mflitaiy ins tallatio ns i 
. and briefly took over the town 
-. Since then, it has waged main- 
ly a propaganda war, peaceful- 
ly taking over villages to win 
recruits. It has also' spirited 
journalists to safe houses in 
Mexico City and elsewhere to 
explain its aims. These are es- 
sentially to overthrow the Mex- 
ican > government. But its. 
ideology, although apparently 
Marxist,'* not entirely dear. ' 

Intelligence sources in Peru 
say.tbe EPR has received train- 
ing from that country's Shrnmo 
Path guerrillas, and that mem- 
bets of the latterhave fought in 
the Mexican, group, but the 
EPR denies tits. 

Tit a statement yesterday, the 
EPR accused the Guerrero 
government of waging a "dirty 
war” against Indian peasants. 
The “war? 'was aimed at dis- 
couraging peasants from joining 
Or sympathising with the guer- 
rilla*, (he statement saki_Signed 
by “Major Emffiano and fTa ptrrin 
Lazaro,” it denied that the EPR 
was extorting nxmey from peo- 
ple in Guerrero for its cause. 
“Common criminals andpara- 
maftaiy groups"- linked with the 


e*-: 



parage the guerrillas, it said. 

■ The - EPR,. which claims to 
baye.uizits.-in Mexico City and 
•• several states, called on the gov- 
emmeut for news of one qf hs 
members, codenamed “Rafael”, 
who .ft raid had been detained 
three, montfisago and tortured; 

. Thg group has accused' the 
Mea»anmik^<rftafegpea.Sr : 

ghngtlein from ^rodoorways 
to-extract “confessi ons" ^ in- 
formation about the EPR. Such 
methods wetre-iised gainst left- 
ists in Merit© in the Sixties and 
Seventies, when suspects were 
even : dropped, fo their deaths, 
according to witnesses. 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Not just astronomers, but the 
rest .of the world too will soon 
be able to see comet HaDe-Bopp, 
which was last visible on Earth 
around the time of the ancient 
Egyptians - about 2000 BC 
' Discovered separately; but 
almost simultaneously, by two 
astronomers in July 1995, the 
comet is already visible in the 
early morning in the north-east 
. sky But as this month contin- 
ues it will become visible at 


night, too, in the north-west, un- 
til it should be possible to see 
it - streetlights and fog per- 
mitting - during the evening. 
Astronomers expect that it will 
develop a long toil which will 
make it a clear feature of the 
night sky. “It looks like a bright, 
hazy star with a short tail," said 
Robin ScageQ, vice-president of 
the Society for Popular As- 
tronomy. “The best time to 
look is about 5am, before tbe 
dawn gets too bright." 

Tbe comet, a 400-kilometre- 
wide ball of ice and dnst and 


chemicals, will be at its closest 
to Earth on 22 March, when it 
will be 125 million miles away. 
(The Moon is 93 million miles 
away.i It will be closest to the 
Son on 1 April, at a distance of 
85 million miles. Then it will 
continue on its elliptical orbit 
towards outer space again. 

Tt will be one of the most 
spectacular comets of our life- 
time," said Dr Alan Fitzsim- 
mons, astronomer at Queen's 
University Belfast. “But then we 
don't know when tbe next one 
will appear." 


Kim has to tone down 


union- 


Richard Lloyd Parry .... 

Tokyo • 

in a h umiliating climb-down for 
the government of President 
Kim Young Sam. South .Kore- 
an MPs last night passed a re- 
vised version of a controversial 
labour law. two months after the 
co unity's worst national strikes. 

The revision represents a 
drastic U-turn for President 
Kim, whose popularity ratings 
plunged during the month-long 
unrest Hie latest version of the 
law has been denounced by 
trade-union leaders, but is like- 
ly to quell- calls for farther in- 
dustrial action, at least for the 
time being. 

The law was first passed by 



the ruling New Korea Party at 
the end of last year, in a secret 
dawn session of the National 
Assembly at which no. opposi- 
tion MPs were present 
. Its stated.aim was to improve 
the competitiveness of South 
.Korean companies by aflowipg 
them greatly flexibility in laying 
off workers. 

But the sneaky manner of the 
law’s passage, and its apparent 
bias in favour of employers 
‘.and against trade unions^ pro- 
voked South Korea’s largest 
strikes, invoWing^ some. Igni- 
tion workers, and costing 
_$3-2Kbn (£2bo) in lost output. 

‘ TbenewveTslohalkra^'nrins 
to impose flexible working 
hours, and removes the obhg- . 
ation for them to pay striking 
workers. But the. planned re- 
laxation of the rules on lay-offs, 
which are impossible under 
present law, win be delayed for 
two years. Finns are no fonger 
allowed to subcontract pro- 
duction and bring, in -stnke- 
breakers during disputes. , 
Immediate recogn#onona 
national levd is given to tbeKo- 
rean Confederation of Trade. 
Unions, which led the striked but 
which is technically illegal up- 
/detL existing leoslation. Multi- 
ple unions' win be; allowed 

within companiesin flve wsars. 


. The National Congress for 
New Politics. Korea’s biggest 
opposition party, won a further 
concession when it agreed to 
passage of the bfll only on con- 
dition that the National As- 
sembly also revises another 
'unpopular law, which grants 
new powers to the internal se- 
curity agency. 

For President Kim, howev- 
er, -the damage is done - in- 
deed, public anger over the 
labour law has since been 
edipsed by a corruption scan- 
dal over excessive loans which 
were made to. the bankrupt 
Hanbo Steel Corporation. 

Several of his closest advis- 
ers have been arrested on 
bribery charges, and at the end 
of last month the President 
made a televised apology for the 
failures of his government. 

■ A senior North Korean politi- 
cian who fled into the South Ko- 
reau. embassy in Peking last 
month wflf soon be allowed to 
trayedto-the South, according 
to officials in Seoul. 

' ’Aa officiaJ of the South Ko- 
rean foreign ministry said that 
the jpnpese authorities had 
agreed- to-' allow Hwang Jang 
YoptodefecL 
Mere talks will determine 
.whether he travels Lo -Seoul di- 
rectly, pt via a third country. 
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Japanese on standby 
for quake from hell 


Dawn flash: Halle-Bopp and car lights caught in a 4-minute exposure Photograph: AP 

Comet sets blazing trail 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 

The Izu peninsula, a couple of 
hours' train ride souLh-west of 
Tokyo, is one of those places 
where the skin of the earth is es- 
pecially thin: if you stamped your 
foot hard enough, the story 
goes, it would go clean through 
and come out kicking out of the 
ceiling of HelL 

On the whole. Lhis has been 
a good thing for the area: the 
dramatic volcanic landscape at- 
tracts millions of tourists every 
year, as do the countless natu- 
rally- healed springs which bub- 
ble up all over the peninsula. 

As it reaches the surface, the 
hot water is siphoned oft and 
channelled into baths in the 
town’s many rynkan, or tradi- 
tional inns. Tbe inn keepers of 
Izu owe their livelihoods to the 
rich volcanic waters, and some of 
the older ryokan contain small 
Shinto shrines dedicated to 
the subterranean gods (or devils) 
who make such prosperity 
possible. 

But throughout this month, 
something thoroughly alarming 
has been going on underneath 
the Izu Peninsula. Yesterday. 150 
people, including hotel owners, 
bar hostesses, and a Shinto 
priest, met on a beach in the 
town of Ito. They arranged a 
makeshift altar, and covered it 
with rice, sake, apples and straw- 
berries. The priest bowed, 
clapped his hands and prayed - 
not in gratitude, but in suppli- 
cation, for an end to a week-long 
seismic orgy. 

The gods have gone berserk: 
between Monday last week and 
llara yesterday, there were 
8,758 earth tremors in the Izu 
peninsula. 

Most of these were delectable 
only on a seismograph, but 427 
have been strong enough to be 
felt by humans, even as far away 
as Tokyo. No-one has been hurt 
and no serious damage has been 
caused: the strongest tremor 
has done no more than rattle the 
windows and topple ornaments 
off television sets. But the eartli- 


quakes are taking t heir toil - for 
two reasons they are turning out 
io be very bad news indeed for 
the peninsula and its people. 

The first worry is what the tiny 
tremors may presage. Ever since 
the terrible Kobe' earthquake, 
which killed more than b.OOH 


Q Ever since 
the great Kobe 
earthquake in 
1995, Japan 
has been on 
tenterhooks 9 


people in 1995. Japan has been 
on tenterhooks for the 
arrival of the next great Tokyo 
quake. 

For several centuries, the city 
has been destroyed approxi- 
mately every 70 ylrars. The Iasi 
one. which killed 140.000, came 
in 1923, which suggests that an- 
other one is due now. Earth- 


quake prediction is a notoriously 
inexact science but. according to 
one theory, intense seismic ac- 
tivity in Izu could he an imme- 
diate preamble to the Big One. 

.And whatever pain the gods 
might have in sLore for Tokyo, 
towns like Ito arc hurting now. 
Of iLs 74.000 inhabitants, seven 
out of ten are involved with the 
tourist industry. 

A pan from the rncortvenience 
of being shaken awake several 
times a night, the town's econ- 
omy is being seriously rattled. % 
yesierdav. some 80.000 people 
were reckoned to have can- 
celled their reservations. The 
tremors have cost Ito as much 
as two billion yen (£10m). 

Things quietened down on 
Sunday but yesterday morning, 
the rattling started again. “We 
have to learn to live with earth- 
quakes." said Tadashi Makino, 
director of the Ito City Tourist 
Association. “It is thanks to the 
volcanoes that we have the hot 
springs. It would be great if the 
mayor eould announce that it’s 
all safe, and we could stan a PR 
campaign. Bui the quakes 
haven’t stopped, and there is 
nothing we can do." 









Seismic shock: A branch of the Mitsubishi bank In 
Kobe, devastated in the 1995 quake Photograph: Reuters 
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Vendor rises 
from the depths 
to sell Russia’s 


Phil Reeves 

St Petersburg 

There are three characteristics to 
which Alexander Riga owes his living 
and his life. He has enough charm to 
recruit a few loyal clients; he has a thick 
skin, leatheiy enough to withstand of- 
ficial abuse; and he has cunning, 
enough to know when to vanish at the 
sound of a policeman's boot. 

Yet even these assets are no guar- 
antee of success as he travels on the 
St Petersburg metro, trying to sell Rus- 
sia's answer to the Big Issue - a street 
newspaper which is being developed 
with the help of British government aid. 

In an average week, he expects to be 
arrested at least once, usually merely 
for trying to make a Irving on the un- 
derground rather than on the streets. 
The cops say hawking on the trains is 
illegal: he says standing outside in a city 
with one of the most inhospitable elf- 
mates in the world is lethal. 

“The police just spit on us." he says, 
as we strode along a carriage looking 
for clients. “1 don't know how many 
times I have been aiTestcd. Often they 
confiscate my newspapers, and tear up 
my documents." 

Mr Riga. 44, is one of 56 registered 
homeless people in St Petersburg who 
sell a newspaper called Na Drive, or The 
Depths , so named after a piay about 
poverty by Maxim Gorky. Arid like 
many of the city's estimated 56,000 
homeless, be has first-hand experience 
of “na dnye". He’s been there. 

A well-read man who used to work 
in a bookshop, he lost all his savings 
when the rouble crashed, just after he 
had sold his stake in a communal apart- 
ment but before he could buy a new 
place. Homelessness was coupled with 
divorce and alcoholism. For six months 
he slept in basements and stairways. 

The newspaper, run by Night Shel- 
ter, a St Petersburg charity for the 
homeless, operates on the same prin- 
ciples as the Big Issue , the successful 
street paper which was started in 
Britain in 1991. 

Each day Mr Riga invests in 20 copies 
for a nominal fee of about 2p each. He 
then tries to sell them for five times as 
much, pocketing the difference, usu- 
ally about two or three dollars. 


But the St Petersburg market place 
is far harsher than anything you find 
in London or Glasgow. Russia's eco- 
nomic collapse has meant that the com- 
petition on the bottom rungs of society 
is-fierce, and merciless. Every rouble 
he earns is despite an army of beggars, 
and long lines of people selling indi- 
vidual groceries on the street for a few 
pennies above the shop price. 

In the two hours we spent together, 
be sold three copies, producing 20p in 
profit “1 usually do a bit better than 
this," be said. “People are suspicious 
because I am with a foreigner. I’d nor- 
mally expect to sell 15-20 a day. Luck- 
ily 1 have a few regulars." 

However, he can - and this lies at 
the heart of (he Big Issue concept - lay 
claim to the dignity of a job. His in- 
come of about $80 (£50) a month al- 
lows him to survive, albeit only just and 
to rent a room. “I have three meals a 
day." says Mr Riga, who is now tee- 
total. “Sausage, tea, bread and pota- 
toes. Sausage, tea, bread and potatoes. 
And sausage, tea, bread and potatoes." 

The connection between the Big Is- 
sue and The Depths goes well beyond 


shared principles. A formal link was 
forged last year by Mel Young, co-di- 
rector of the Big Issue in Scotland, who 
met the organisers of Lhe Russian pro- 
ject at a conference and applied to the 
Foreign Office's Know How Fund for 
money to help them. The resulting 
£100,000 allows Big Issue to share its 
technical expertise - for instance, 
marketing, advertising, and production 
skills - with a view to helping The 
Depths make the transition from a char- 
ity into a self-sufficient enterprise. 

The Russians certainly need all the 
help they can get- Their eight-page pa- 
per is clattered out once every three 
weeks on an old computer by a hand- 
ful of people working in a tiny room. 
Its solemn diet of social issues has pro- 
duced a circulation of only 10,000. 

By contrast, the Big Issue is the Uiu/z- 
ington Post of street publishing. In five 
years it has grown to a 48-page week- 
ly which employs over 200 staff, cir- 
culates in dozens of cities and has a 
nationwide circulation of 300,000. 

The Depths' very existence is sig- 
nificant, given that Russia treats its 
homeless so badly. In Soviet times, they 
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were “non-people". Society considered 
them criminals. 

That view still prevails. The fact that 
the homeless include many thousands 
of victims of economic collapse has 
done little to improve their image.' 

“People won’t give them money be- 
cause they are attuned to thinking of 
them as criminals, who are on the 
streets because its their own fault." said 
Mr Young, who regularly visits St Pe- 
tersburg. “But that is dearly not the 
case these days." 

Offidaldom is as unsympathetic as 
society. The Moscow dty authorities 
still demand residence permits, which 


are difficult to acquire. Anyone 
stopped by the police without papers 
is liable to be run out of town. Disease 
is a constant threaL So is the cold. Last 
winter, 25 homeless people froze to 
death in St Petersburg alone. 

But in Sr Petersburg at least official 
hostility is beginning to crumble. Ac- 
cording to Valery Sokolov, director of 
Night Shelter, the city has a new police 
chief, who has pledged to end harass- 
menl of the “bomzhis” (acronym for the 
homeless J and also to recognise the res- 
idency rights of those who register as 
homeless. Moreover, for the first time 
anywhere in Russia, money for the 


Striking V 
millers <riin 
lay siege jie fi 
to Bonn 0 f r 


Hard life: Alexander Riga trying to sell The Depths on the St Petersburg metro Photograph: Phil Reeves 


homeless has been included in< the 
city’s budget 

* It is too eariy.tosay if this will flower 
into real and lasting help, but if is a 
start. So, too, is The Depths . . 

What Alexander Riga lacks is any 
faith in a better ftiture. He calls him- 
self a “pessimistic realist”. He believes 
that because of Russia's dismal eco- 
nomic conditions, and social prejudice, 
the newspaper will only ever provide 
him with the means to survive-Tife of- 
fers nothing more than a monotonous 
landscape across which he will tramp 
towards the grave, surviving on his 
charm and cunning. 


Imre Karnes • 

Bonn ■ 

Striking miners took their 
protest against the threat of pit 
closures to Bonn yesterday, 
blocking roads and laying siege 
to the headquarters of the 
governing parties. 

On the third day of demons- 
trations against proposed cuts 
in the coal subsidy, hundreds of 
minora on motorcycles barri- 
caded the main road leading to 
Bonn's government quarter. 

This of thousands took to the 
streets in the Ruhr and in Saar- 
land, occupying town halls, 
marching down motorways, and 

Saarbritokbi)^ a demonstration 
by 20,000 people cut the auto- 
bahn between Germany and 
Luxembourg. ■' . - 

; In front. of the Bonn offices 
of the Free Democratic Party, 
-the free -marketeers in Helmut 
Kohl’s coalition government, 
hundreds of demonstrators 
shackled themselves together. 
“We are in chains today -who 
wQI be wearing them tomor- 
row?” asked a banner. 

Last week, the gov er nment 
announced plans gradually to 
reduce the annual coal subsidy, 
currently DMIObn, (£3.7bn) to. 
DM5.4bn by the year 2005. A 
larger portion of public support 
is to come in future from the 
two coal -milling Lander. Saar- 
land and North Rhine West- 
phalia. The unions fear 10 pits 
wfll have to dose as a result, 
putting 50,000 miners and. 
70,000 others out of their jobs. 

“I have a daughter and a 
son,” said Josef Skorupa, 43, a 
miner who bad travelled from 
Gladbeck in the Ruhr to Bonn 
to vent his fury. “What future 
wifi they have tf the coal industry 
disappears?” - 

The last collieiy in his home 
town has already been shut, and 
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FBI hunts third man over 
Oklahoma City bombing 

The FBI is bunting a third man seen with the two 
defendants in the Oklahoma City bombing case. Named 
as Robert Jacques, he may have joined Timothy McVeigh 
and Terry Nichols in the Ozark mountains of Missouri, 
CNN and Time said. An estate agent said he came to his 
office with the two men in 1994, six months before the 
blast that killed 168 people. They were interested in land 
advertised as “in the middle of now here", but never 
returned. Mr McVeigh's trial on murder and conspiracy 
charges goes to court in Denver on 31 March, with Mr 
Nichols's trial to follow. Tim Cornwell - Los Angeles 

Patten gives Peking a lesson 

Peking was wrong to suggest Hong Kong schoolbooks may 
be revised after it returns to China. Governor Chris 
PaLten said. “The Joint Declaration and the Basic Law 
guarantee ... autonomy in educational matters." China's 
Foreign Minister, Qian Qichen, had said schoolbooks that 
did not conform with China's principles should be revised 
after the handover. Reuters - Hong Kong 

Nepal Communists stake claim 

Nepal's main Communist party said it would approach 
King Birendra to stake a claim to rule the kingdom and 
end a political crisis. On Sunday the centrist Nepali 
Congress party, which headed a coalition that narrowly 
lost a confidence vote last week, said it would attempt to 
form a new government. 


First Muslims on trial 
for Bosnia war crimes 


Reuters - Kathmandu 


Top Polish soldier brassed off 

President Alexander Kwasniewski dismissed Tadeusz 
Wilecki, the armed-forces chief, who had been quarrelling 
with the ruling ex-Communist party months before talks 
on Nato entry arc due to start. * Reuters - Warsaw 

The spy who didn’t love them 

A people's committee halted filming of a James Bond 
film in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) because past Bond 
films depicted Communism negatively. AP - Hanoi 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

A military officer, a deputy 
prison camp commander and a 
camp guard yesterday became 
the first Bosnian Muslims to 
stand trial for alleged war 
crimes committed in trie war in 
Bosnia, between 1992 and 1995. 

Along with a Croat, the three 
Muslims were accused of mur- 
der, torture and rape of Bosn- 
ian Serb inmates at the Celebici 
camp in central Bosnia in 1992. 

The case offers the United 
Nations war crimes tribunal in 
The Hague a chance to demon- 
strate its impartiality, in the face 
of charges from Serbia and the 
Bosnian Serbs that it has an 
anti-Serbian bias. Most oF the 
74 men so far indicted by the tri- 
bunal arc Serbs, including 
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic, the wartime Bosnian 
Serb leaders. 

The Celebici case breaks 
new ground for the UN tribunal 
since it marks the first time that 
any government in former 
Yugoslavia has voluntarily 
handed over war-crimes sus- 
pects to face irial. Hazim Del- 
ic and Esad Landzo were 
arrested last May in Bosnia, 
from where the Muslim-led au- 
thorities transferred them to 
The Hague. 

Prosecutors allege at least 14 
Serbs died terrible deaths at 
Celebici and that many more 
suffered tomue. Delic, 32, the 
camp’s Muslim deputy com- 



Accused: Landzo, Deladc and Dofic, with a guard second 
left, at the start of their trial In The Hague 


mander, and Landzo. a 23- 
year-old Muslim guard, are ac- 
cused of beating men to death 
with steel cables, shovels, base- 
ball bats and wooden planks and 
of torturing them with arid, 
electric shocks and pliers. 

According to the indictment, 
Serb women were raped at 
Celebiri. and prisoners were 
forced to imitate animals and 
perform oral sex on each oth- 
er. One man is said to have died 
after a Muslim political party 
badge was nailed into his head. 

Zejnil DeJalic. 48, the Mus- 
lim military officer in charge 
of the region, and Zdravko 
Mutic, 41, the Croatian chief 
of the camp, are accused of 
overall responsibility for die 
atrocities. 


They are the highest-r anking - 
defendants so far to stand trial 
for alleged war crimes in former 
Yugoslavia. Like their two fel- 
low-defendants, they maintain 
their innocence. 

The International Red Cross -, 
first reported the Cdebici camp 
as a place of harassment and 
torture in Angust .1992,. the 
same month that world opinion 
was shocked by the televirion 
news pictures of emaciated 
"Muslim prisoners at Bosnian 
Serb camps. 

. The Bosnian Serbs’ behav- 
iour received much closer 
scrutiny in 1992 than did that of 

their Muslim and Croat ene- 
mies, possibly because the tide 
of war was running strongly in 
the Serbs’ favour at that time. 


the second biggest j oo P rovH ™| 

' Siemens, has recently moved 
away. “Mining is a lousy job, 

. Mr Skorupa says, “but there is 
nothing etee”. ■ . - 

■ The. miners are bitter, but 
' their, protests have beenpeace- 
fuL are not going to make 
the mistake of turning violent, 
like the. French, ana British 
mine rs," says Mr Skorupa. “We 
are throwing eggs, hot stones.” 

/UMther round of talks be- 
tween Chancellor Kohl and the 
trade unions is expect edtoday. 
■ The gap between the govern- 
ment’s proposal and what the 
miners expect is orJty DM2bn 
over the next three years, but 
the two sides seem in no mood 
-to compromise. 

. The stakes were raised at the 
weekend by the opposition So-, 
dal Democrats. They demon- 
strated solidarity with the 
miners by - walking out of 
planned discussions about tar 
reform. The SPD accepts coal 
subsidies need to be reduced, 
but finds the cuts excessive. 

.Oskar -Lafontaine, the SPD 
leader and prime, minister of 
Saarland, was particularly in- 
censed by the government’s 
manoeuvre to shift some of 
the remaining costs to coal- 
m iniding Lander, both of which 
are ran by Social Democrats. 

Mr Lafontaine was in the 
middle of negotiations with Mr 
Kohl about tax reforms' and 
public sector cuts as the latest 
crisis broke. His party- has a 
blocking vote in the upper 
chamber of parhamenL If he 
cannot be persuaded to return 
ito the table, the government’s 
reforms could be paralysed. 

In Berlin, about 5,000 braid- 
ing workers staged sit-ins in 
Potsdam er Platz, Europe’s 
biggest building ate, to higbligfri 
tire fact that 300,000 of its 
members face the dole by the 
end of the century. 
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asylum in 
China 


Jeffrey Barker ' 

Rentes- ; ■ , . . 

Taipei — A jobless jouriialist 
doused himself with pettolin a 
Taiwan airliner and hijacked it 
to China, where he complained 
afpolitical repression by T&iwan 
and requested asylum. : 

'. r The latest of 13 Thiwan Strait 
hijackings in the Nineties was 
the first m which an aircraft was 
forced to fly. to the Comfonnist 
Chinese mainland, not from it. 

-The Ear -East Air Traafeport 
Boeing 757 was: bounjd for 
Taipei with 150passengen> and 
eight crew: when itwaspiven- 

rested .after lahdiiig at Chiba’s 
south-eastern portofXainen. 
Air piracy is a capital offritaeon 
'the Chinese mainlands 
t Tktwati swiftly ' demanded 
Loft extradition. “The^n^nland 
authorities Sfaoald ret urn the hi- 
jacker immediatelyj" Justice 
Minister. Liao Cheng-hafr said. 

In the only otherisumiar in- 
cident, a Thiwan dajstala was 
haledasaheroml^Sfi^terpi- 
loting a Thiwan cargo aircraft to 

Guangzhou and defatting. If 

China treatedtiieMato^h^tck- 
er^ategjtiroatoi^fcgee&couki 


daj’safter 

separatists- hi fcnjiang jregjon 
and a bus bonding hi Peking. 
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^ I. ^baiiia: Teen relish the power of weapons as m gains ai^d overtures by Tirana 
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Andrew Gumbel 

Saranda 

Bajranx thinks this is the great- 
est day of his life. He’s got a de- 
livery- truck, tanked up and 
roanng,.a Rambo poster Is 
pinned behind the driver's seal 
' and several shots of raid are 
pumping through his veins. 
Hug^ng his Jen leg, barrel 
poking out of the window, is a 
Kalashnikov, loaded and ready 
for some robust exercise.- 

Ir-ithe passenger seat, a 
friend with a bandana is firing 
into the middle distance. Both 
have a glazed, crazy look in their 
eyes. An old Audi careers 
around the comer and screech- 
es to a halL “Hey. Bajram, 
lookT shouts the driver, Fred. 
He pulls out his own Kalash- 
nikov, fires perilously low, and 
lets out a demonic laugh.-. 

For the teenagers erf south- 
ern Albania, the rebellion is like 
a testosterone dream come 
true.- For the past five years they 
have' been weaned on Chock 
Norris, Steven Seagal and Jean 
Claude Van Damme, whose 
films are shown on Italian tele- 
vision stations and -watched 
avidly in Albania. Now have die 
chance to behave like machosu^ 
per-heroes themselves. 

The difference is that this is 
real violence. By far the most ca- 
sual ties, have been due to in- 
competent or reckless handling 
of weaponry. In Gjirokaster 
and Sarandec, teenag&xs have 
been killed and .children as 
young as. four caught in the 
crossfire. A man in Gjirokaster, 
Matush Gjini,. whose 14-year- 
olddaughteiiwasshotiatheJeg, 
said: ^We’ve got to Jay down 
these weapons - . We arejusi 
shooting each other." - , vi. • . ’■ ■: 

Laying downarari will be the 
challenge facing the whole res 
gjon if President Sali Berisha 


makes good his pledge to form 
an aU-party oansitionaf gov- 
ernment and bold elections by 
June. He has urged the insur- 
gents to give up their arms by 
the end of the week and al- 
though leaders of the rebellion 
might be wining to consider the 
option, the teenagers are in no 
mood to leave a party while they 
are stillhaving fun. 

At checkpoints on the way 
into Sarander, the rebel strong- 
hold on the coast opposite Cor- 
fu, young men are having a ball 
with their attempts to look cool 
in army fatigues looted from 
barracks, pink headbaneb tak- 
en from a women’s beachwear 
Shop, and baseball caps; The 
stimulant of choice is not raid, 
but finest southern Albanian 
grass, which lends a mellow air 
- to the spectacle. = 

Afewmfles away, nearJDeiv- 
ina, the she trf incursions by gov- 
ernment: commandos and 
bombing raids last week, the 
; atmosphere 'is tenser and the 
kids, many drunk, shove. guns 
-into the faces of travellers. 

Sarander itsetf is calmer, well 
organised by the focal' revolu- 

tionary council, led by a retired 
cotooel, :Xfievat Kotiu, who 
■■ banned gurisfrom toe town cen- 
tre and established a chain of 
annmand: But be admits there 
are to his authority. “Not 

. bdy^ap Indt force them to give 
up the weapons, but morally 1 
don't have the right to, since I 
wasn’t the one who gave them 
the guns in the first place.” 

It is seems inconceivable that 
the state wiD regain full control 
ofifranny equipment. At the 
. weekend in Gjmokasr er, towns- 
folk were looting everything 
from the army base. Masters of 
•srmiggfeig, they are more fike- 
ly to sell the weapons abroad 
than give them back, whatever 
government is in power. • • 



Rebels stand guard as the coffin of Tbmor Muiaraj, killed in fighting on Sunday, is taken for burial in Permet yesterday Photograph: Reuter 

Funeral rally turns fury on Berisha 


Costas Paris 

Reuter . ■ 

Permet - Albanian rebels who seized 
the southern town of Permet began to 
bury their dead in a funeral that swelled 
into a protest rally, with crowds de- 
manding President Safi Berisha’s resig- 
nation. About 3,000 people shouting 
“Down with Berisha, down with the 
murderer’ marched to the cemetery, 
where youths fired in the air with Kalash- 
nikov rifles before a school teacher and 
a young father were buried. - 
The crowd paused to shout anti-gov- 
ernment slogans in front of the pre- 
fecture hall, where a pool of blood lay 
, on, the floor. Locals said this was where 
the 24-year-old father of a young child 
was shot. The rebels took control of Per- 
met on Sunday and vowed not to sur- 
render their weapons until Mr Berisha 


resigned. Five people were killed and six 
injured in the fighting, hours before Mr 
Berisha struck a deal with opposition 
parties to hold early elections. 

The parents of Eduart Tbeodori, 
head of Mr Berisha’s Democratic Par- 
ty in Permet, were killed by soldiers. 
Their co ffins stood inside his house, 
where 15 women sat weeping. “When we 
saw things flaring up I asked my father 
and mother to take my two children to 
a nearby village,” Mr Theodori said. 

“When they passed by a police station 
the soldiers opened fire. They shot at 
people like they were sheep. We had giv- 
en the soldiers an ultimatum to leave 
and as they left they sprayed bullets 
everywhere." 

Lefteri Krriako, a doctor at Permet 
hospital, said all the injured had been 
wounded by bullets and one was in crit- 
ical condition. 


A witness. H ecu ran Bejollari. said: “A 
group of soldiers left yesterday and as 
they were leaving they started shooting 
at people in the main square. There were 
many dead and injured. People took guns 
from the police station and two barracks 
and we shot back." 

Speakers in the main square urged the 
town’s 12,000 people to remain calm and 
not fire their guns aimlessly in the air. 

“We will try” to find a way to calm peo- 
ple. A rebel council that has been elect- 
ed will distribute food, gas and other 
necessities,” said the mayor. Spartak 
Kondi. “We will return our weapons 
when Berisha resigns." Most public 
buildings in the town bad been sprayed 
with bullets and the police station was 
burning. The town's two army barracks 
had been looted but it was unclear how 
many weapons were taken. 

The rebels have turned down Mr 


Berisha s offer of amnesty if they give 
back thousands of weapons, including 
tanks and heavy artillery . seized from 
state arsenals. 

Journalists driving from the rebel-held 
town of Gjirokaster found no roadblocks 
on the way to Permet on the main high- 
way south-east from rebel-held Tepe- 
lene. The rebels said they also 
controlled about nearby 36 villages. 

Rebel leaders, including many former 
army officers, were in contact with each 
other in the main towns of Gjirokaster. 
Vlora. Sarandc and Dclvine to discuss 
Mr Bcrisha's deal with the opposition. 
They said they would also discuss it with 
opposition leaders in Tirana. 

Mr Berisha. accused of standing by 
when pyramid mvesimeni schemes col- 
lapsed "in January, wiping out the sav- 
ings of thousands! agreed with all parties 
to hold elections bv June. 


Ron Popeski 

Reuters 

Tirana — Anti-government 
forces seized control of most of 
southern Albania yesterday, 
leaving the army in disarray and 
dismissing a deal forged by 
President Sali Berisha and the 
opposition for a political end to 
the conflict. 

The latest areas to fall were 
the ancient town of BeraL aban- 
doned without a fight by the 
army, and the nearby town of 
Kucovc, where residents pil- 
laged an air force base. One per- 
son died after being hit by a 
stray bullet from celebratory 
fire.’ 

Rebels had to fight to capture 
Permet. a remote mountain lo- 
cality where political activity has 
been virtually unknown in the 
six years since the fall of com- 
munism. Five people were 
killed and six were injured. 

Rebels patrolling streets and 
keeping arms away from chil- 
dren said they supported the 
idea of an a 11 -party govern- 
ment under Berisha’s weekend 
deal, but refused to down their 
weapons until Berisha resigned. 

They accused him of allow- 
ing pyramid schemes to flour- 
ish before collapsing with the 
savings of hundreds of thou- 
sands' “We don't trust him any 
more." said SokoL one of the 
Berat rebels. “He deserves to be 
hanged by his tongue." 

Jn Rome, the Foreign Min- 
istry said Italy's ambassador to 
Tirana was holding talks with 
rebel leaders from southern 
Albania on an Italian naval 
vessel in the Adriatic to foster 
a dialogue between them and 
the authorities. 

Mr Berisha met leaders of his 
own Democratic Party and the 
opposition in Tirana to form an 
interim government due to 
oversee early general elections 
due by June under the accord. 

More than 40 people have 
died in the violence in the past 
week. Before the weekend deal, 
parliament had imposed a stale 
of emergency and then re-elect- 
ed Berisha to a second five-year 
term, enraging the opposition 
and dismaying foreign countries. 
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the end of five years’ Iberter than 
Jane's building society is giving her right now), 
with the likelihood of an extra bonus if the stock 
market does well in the meantime And she 
won't pay income or capital gains tax. So the 
odds are stacked very much in Jane’s favour - 
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Dame Veronica Wedgwood 


Veronica Wedgwood was the 
daughter of Sir Ralph Wedg- 
wood Bi. for J6 years chief 
general managerof the- London 
and North Eastern Railway 
(LNER) and briefly, before 
rail nationalisation, a wartime 

chairman of the Railway Exec- 
utive, and a great-great-greal- 
granddaughter of Josiah 
Wedgwood, the famous 18th- 
cenlury potter of '■Etruria - ' in 
Staffordshire, whence the fam- 
ily originated. His descendant 
inherited her full share of the 
family ability, its public spirit 
and philanthropic beat. She 
added to it a literary and schol- 
arly gift to become the most dis- 
tinguished woman historian of 
her time. 

She belonged by birth to the 
most eminent imeUectuul cousi- 
nage of the past century - out 
of which shone Leslie Stephen. 
Virginia Woolf. Vaughan Will- 
iams and H-A.L Fisher. Veron- 
ica was bom in 1910 and well 
educated privately, at home 
under the supervision of her fa- 
ther - to whom his cousin 
Vaughan Williams dedicated 
his London Symphony - and her 



Wedgwood: Independent-minded 

Photograph: Jerry Bauer 


mother, who was also a writer, 
and at Norland Place School in 
London. Proceeding to Oxford 
where from Lady Margaret 
Hall she was my first outstand- 
ing pupil she gained a First in 
the school of Modem History. 

She was indeed precocious, 
publishing her first historical bi- 
ography, Strafford, in 1935. re- 
vised and rewritten (as Thomas 


Wentworth) in 1961. More re- 
markable was her big book The 
Thirty War (1938'). cover- 
ing a large canvas. The histori- 
an Sir George Clark was 
accustomed to say that no first- 
class work of historical research 
was ever written by anyone 
under 30. C. V. Wedgwood 
(her nom de plume) was an 
exception. 

A notable biography of the 
great leader of Dutch inde- 
pendence and the founder of 
the modem state of Holland. 
WUliam the Silent (1944), fol- 
lowed. a book which displayed 
not only a mastery of research 
but maturity of judgement with 
a literary "capacity not com- 
mon in academic writing. She 
wrote indeed to be read, and not 
surprisingly the book began for 
her a long procession of prizes 


and honours, appropriately that 
of the Order or Omnge-Nassau 
from the Netherlands. 

Meanwhile she had written a 
short biography of Oliver 
Cromwell tn 1939 (revised in 
1973). Ten years later came 
another biography, Richelieu 
and the French Monarchy 


Jimmy Airlie 


Jimmy Airlie was the former 
Clydeside shipyard fitter who 
became one of the leaders of the 
historic Upper Clyde Ship- 
builders work-in a quarter of a 
century ago. He was a charac- 
ter and Communist of the old 
school, and an outstanding 
socialist orator, with a big. 
boisterous, gutsv style. 

In 1983 he was the first Cbm- 
munist to be elected to the na- 
tional executive of the then 
.Amalgamated Engineering 
Union (AEU 1 in a decade, tak- 


ing the Scottish seat formerly 
held bv the right-winger Gavin 


held by the right-winger Gavin 
Laird. This victory for the Left 
horrified (he union's president. 
Terry Duffy, a man who had 
spent his life “fighting the 
Reds". Later, right-wingers on 
his union executive were to 
combine to prevent Airlie's be- 
coming president after the de- 
parture of Bill Jordan. But 
friends and foes alike - and he 
had his share of both - ail 
respected Jimmy Airlie. 

Delegates at union confer- 
ences. many suffering hang- 
overs after a late debating 
session with Airlie, were fre- 
quently reminded of his strong 
constitution, particularly when 
the dedicated non-smoker and 
hill-walker ran past their bed- 
room windows during his reg- 
ular three-mile morning jogs. 

He was renowned for bis 
tough talking, formidable ne- 
gotiating skills and shrewd use 
of the media. His speech style 
was once described as joined- 
up shouting but he could grasp 
the attention of even the largest 
audiences, whether they were 
on a windy dockside or in a con- 
ference hall. He enjoyed pub- 
lic speaking and said that a point 
made "wittily and succinctly" 
was more likely to be under- 
stood by an audience than a con- 
voluted. long-winded sentence. 
“We all have to die sometime, 
but in the meantime we don't 
have to be bored to death." 

Airlie, a shop steward with 
the giant AEU ( now the Amal- 
gamated Engineering and Elec- 
trical Union), rose to union 
fame and public prominence 
with his former Communist 
friend Jimmy Reid during the 
UCS work-in of 1971. The 
Heath government had decid- 
ed to allow the UCS consortium 
of shipyards to go into liquida- 
tion. threatening SJWOjobs and 
more in support industries. 

The work-in mobilised work- 
ers not only in west Scotland but 
in the entire country and 
OXl.OOO-worth of donations 
flooded in from abroad. It saved 
the jobs of hundreds, albeit it 
temporarily, until a rescue mis- 
sion could be mounted and the 
yard saved. He said that “hero- 
ic effort" had challenged the 
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BIRTHS 


BRADBURY; Donalda nwe Fortune I 
and Nicholas arc delizhled to an- 
nounce the btnh nf their son. Fergus 
Kenneth Blackburn, on 20 FcbruLn 
IWi. at the Queen Molhcr'i Hospi- 
tal. Ghwyow. 


DEATHS 


TURCK; Luis? lUschenj Friederickc 
Clemcncc. nee Brodnitz. Alter a 
hrief fllnos. died peacefully, h March, 
aged 87. feed couije&aud? 
and cumpawionutcly. Wu]u*' of Dr 
Heinrich TurcL much-loved mother 
of Dons. Walter and Ruth, ivarmly re- 
membered by cnuidchildrcn. tamilv 
und tnends. Thanksgiving funeral 
Mondav IT March, al 1.30pm. Si 
Paul's Church. Norfc. Banstead. Sur- 
rey. Family flowers and enquiries to 
\fcA.Tmeto*e. 121 High St. Bansicnd. 
telephone 01737 21-IhO Donations 
as preferred. Age Concern or the 
Children's Society, do the above. 

WARNER: Juliet Sian, on 5 Match 1997. 
Funeral at St Nicholas Church. 
Kcmertort. on Wednesday 11 March, i 
a; 2pm. 

Fur Duetto BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, telephone 0171-293 2012. 


very ethos of the Edward Heath 
government, which decreed 
that “lame duck” industries 
like UCS should not be bailed 
out with taxpayers' money. 

But victory left a bitter taste 
in his mouth when hundreds of 
surviving workers at Govan 
Shipbuilders, who believed their 
jobs were assured, rejected his 
appeal to pay a levy of 50p a 
week to help give 300 redundant 
men an income of £10 a week. 
He said: “What they have done 
is turn round and say, as we put 
it in Glasgow. 'I'm on the bus. 
ring the bell.' ” He promptly re- 
signed from his post as shop 
steward and chairman of the 
shop stewards' co-ordinating 
committee which had organised 
the work-in and many stewards 
quit with him. 

His strong streak of prag- 
matism, which he learnt in the 
Communist Party, refused to let 
him take workers out on strike 
if he thought they could not win. 
“Workers don't pay me or any 
other trade-union official to 
conduct a revolution. They 


pay me to get the best deal 
possible, and you only get that 
by ducking and diving and 
compromising.” 

He called it "the biggest set- 
back ever for the working-class 
movement in Scotland”. Later, 
after he had become the high- 
profile Scottish executive offi- 
cer of his union. Ford of 
America tried to blame him for 
the collapse of plans to build a 
£40m electronics plant in 
Dundee in 1983. The plant 
would have employed 1,500 
people. But Ford chiefs were un- 
happy with his public state- 
ments during the two-week Ford 
pay strike earlier that year. 

Airlie had flown to Detroit to 
sign the controversial single- 
union agreement which Ford 
had demanded for the Dundee 
factory but Ford believed that 
British unions opposed to the 
deal - particularly the TGWU, 
which had threatened to 
“black” the plant - could not 
“guarantee the conditions" to 
make the plant competitive. 

Company sources said the in- 
volvement of the moderate en- 
gineering union had confirmed 
their "worse fears”. They re- 
mained convinced that British 
unions hostile to the deal would 
not let it succeed A furious Air- 
lie said the trade- union move- 
ment had succeeded in doing 
something he thought was vir- 
tually impossible - destroying 
the Dundee plant al birth. 

He said: “The movement 
has decreed that the plant 
cannot be opened in Dundee, 
an area of sickenincly high un- 
employment. because 1 had ne- 
gotiated with Ford a single 
union deal which would have 


Birthdays 

Mr Douglas Adams, writer. 45: Miss 
.Agatha Barbara, former president ox 
Malta, 74: Sir John Batten. former 
physician to the Queen. 73; Dr Alan 
Betts. Emeritus Professor. Royal 
Veterinary College. 79: Miss Louise 
Brough. former tennis champion. ”4: 
Mr Michael Cartliss MP. 59: Sir 
Kenneth Dover. Chancellor. St An- 
drews University. 77; Mr Dennis En- 
right. writer, poet and critic, 77; Mr 
Djvid Gen i toman, designer and 
painter. 67; Mr Jonathan Gesielner, 
chairman. Marlborough Rare Books. 
57; Professor Thomas Gray, anaes- 
thetist, 84: Viscount Hood, former 
chairman of Petrofina UK, S3: Mr 
Raymond Jackson, ( Jak j, cartoonist. 
7tl; LonJ Lawson of Bfaby. former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. *5; Sir 
Herny Marking, former deputy chair- 
man and managing director, British 
Airways, 77; Mr Timothy Mason. Di- 
rector. Museum and Galleries Com- 
mission. 5^; Mr Alan Montgomery. 
High Commissioner to Tanzania. 
?9; Lord Mowbray, Scagrave and 
Stoimon. former deputy chief Op- 
position Whip in the House of Lords. 
74: Mr Rupert Murdoch, newspaper 
proprietor. Miss Erica OTJotukIL 
founder. Centre for the History of the 
Fine and Decorative Arts. 77; Sir 
Malcolm Pill, a Lord Justice of 
AppcaL 5°: Sir Keith Speed MP. 63: 
Sir Iain Tennant, former LoTd- 


lieved that militant figures elect- 
ed to union posts at Timex had 


ed to union posts at Timex had 
missed a good chance of a 
breakthrough in the lengthy 
dispute, over 343 sackings, a 
wage freeze and a 10 per cent 
cut in fringe benefits. Although 
he had conducted eight secret 
negotiations with the “unreal- 
istic” employers be believed 
local union officials could have 
avoided the closure of the plant. 
Hc accepted the company was 
losing money and needed to get 
back into the black, but “there 
was no way we could get the 
workforce to accept cuts in 
wages. I accept that ray deal was 
draconian hut it was the best the 
workers were ever going to get" 

Bill Jordan, former AEEU 
Presidenu said he and other 
right-wing colleagues on the 
union’s executive" felt particu- 
larly sorry for Airlie because he 
was elected to national office 
when the unions were rapidly 
losing their power and influence 
after years of Thatcherism and 
anti-uoion laws. Jordan said: 
“He was never at ease in the 
'new look' TUC but you could 
not help but like Timmy. I always 
admired him. because he was 
like a doc with a bone. He just 
would not give up in an argu- 
ment or an official dispute. 

"He real!) struggled with his 
beliefs about not selling out to 
the employer yet he was brave 
enough to face the anger of mil- 
itants who were not prepared to 
compromise on anything. He re- 
mained adamant that ‘down- 
sizing’ and ’rationalisation' were 
not the best way forward for 


Lieutenant of Morayshire. 7S: Mias 
Patricia Tindale, architect. 71; Mr 
Ron Todd, funner general secretary. 
TGWU, 70: The Right Rev John 
Went, Bishop of Tewkesbury, 53; 
Lord WilherfoTcc. former Lord of 
Appeal in Ordinary. Ofr. Mr Tony 
U'rtoht MP. J* Mr .Alan Yeniob. con- 
troller. BBC 1. 5». 


Anniversaries 


Births: Sir Henry Tate, sugar refin- 
er and an collector. IS19: Lord Wil- 
son of RicvauLx (John Hircdd 
Wilson), politician, 19 In. Deaths: Sir 
Alexander Fleming, bacteriologist. 
1955. On Ibis day: Chelsea Hospital 
for old soldiers was founded. 16S7; 
the first telephone cull was made by 
.Alexander Graham Bell. lS7/j. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Aurea. St Bene- 
dict of Milan. St Constantine of 
Cornwall. St Eulcigiui. of Cordova. St 
Ocngu-s or Aengus the Culdee. St 
Sophronius of Jerusalem. St Teresa 
Margaret Redi and Si Vindician. 


KOVAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Changing of the Guard 


The 1 lram*.VVJ CniLA VfrcnD: Unfair* 
Uk (JUCCT 1 * Lie G«iJ *\ thnr Gnardv 


( 1949), written for my series 
“Men and Their Times”. One 
could rely on her to turn out a 
good job without parti oris. This 
was noticeably true of two ma- 
jor books on the Civil War pe- 
riod. The King's Peace (1955) 
and The King’s %r(195S). She 
had intended a trilogy, but nev- 
er completed it, probably dis- 
couraged, if not intimidated, by 
the envenomed controversy 
with which academics sur- 
rounded the subject. Always 
avoiding controversy herself, 
she was probably put oft by the 
sheer scholasticism into which 
the treatment of the subject had 
degenerated, the rudeness with 
which academics treated each 
ocher over it, when she herself 
was always courteous and lady- 
like. 

What was remarkable about 
Wedgwood's view of the Civfl 
War was the way in which she 
depicted the sheer confusion of 
it all. the impossibility of co- 
ordinating events in three coun- 
tries, once order from the cen- 
tre had broken down. This may 
be regarded as a bonus for im- 
posing no sharp-angled inter- 


pretation of her own that might 
invite more controversy. But it 
was a pity that what would 
have been her magnum opus 
remained incomplete. 

A by-product of this concern 
was Montrose (1952), a short bi- 
ography of the gallant general, 
a sympathetic character to her, 
as also was Prince Rupert from 
early days. Various volumes 
followed! essays collected in 
belvei Studies (1946) and Truth 
and Opinion (1960). More sig- 
nificant were her Cambridge 
lectures on literature and pol- 
itics in the 17th century (pub- 
lished as Poetry and Politics, 
1960). For these brought out the 
fact that in her mind history and 
literature are closely associated, 
as with all the best and great his- 
torians. Independent-minded, 
as her circumstances enabled 
her to be independent, she be- 
longed to no “school”, though 
this inflexion affiliated her to die 
work of G.M. Trevelyan, head 
of the profession in her time. 

She moved out from her 
chosen period to write the life 
of her unde Colonel Josiah 
Wedgwood MP. another inde- 


pendent, initiator of the scheme 
of the History of Parliament. 
She was also the author of two 
translations - Charles V (by Cad 
Brandi, 1939) and Auto da Fe 
(by Elias Canetti, 1946). Her last 
undertaking was as bold and 
brave as it was unexpected, a 
two-volume introduction to 
world history, of which she 
completed tne first volume. 
The Spoils of Time (1984). up to 
1550, fil-health prevented her 
from going on with it 

AD Wedgwood’s writing was 
accompanied by a prodigious 
amount of public work, indeed 
we may say “good works”, in 
keeping with tire tradition of her 
family, for in person she was 
benevolent and a generous giv- 
er. She took her stint of acad- 
emic lecturing in her stride, for 
many years a “Special Lectur- 
er” at University College Lon- 
don. 1962-91, though giving 
time and service readily else- 
where. In return she was award- 
ed many honorary degrees, and 
was elected an honorary Rtifow 
of her Oxford college. 

For years she worked hard for 

the Pen Club in London, be- 


coming its president and at- 
tending its conferences at home 
and abroad. She wotted sum- 


iariy for the Society of Au- 
thors, the London Library, and 
the Arts Council. Her mem- 
bership of public bodies too nu- 
merous to specify included 
serving on the Advisory Coun- 
cil of the Victoria & Albert Mu- 
seum and twice as trustee of the 
National Gallery. 

She enjoyed, in addition, an 
American career. For 15 years, 
from 1953 to 1968, she was a 
member of the Institute of Ad- 
vanced Studies at Princeton, 
which had been founded on the 
model of All Souls College, Ox- 
ford. This gave her a shelter 
from the burden of so much 
public work at home, in which 
she could concentrate on re- 
search and writing. She was 
rewarded with numerous 
American honours, member- 


ship of the Academies of Arts 
and Letters, and Arts and Sci- 
ences. and the FhDosopbical and 
Historical Societies. 

At a time when women were 
coming to the fore in so many 
walks of life Veronica Wedg- 


led to only the AEU being 
recognised by management” 

A left-winger himself. Airlie 
yet detested union “tradition- 
alists and fundamentalists”, 
whose style of unionism he 
claimed helped employers “play 
one off against the other". He 
said such people were living in 
the “morass of the past” and 
failed to face up to the politi- 
cal landscape. “If that sounds 
sub-Thatcherite so be it” he de- 
clared. “As a Communist I am 
well aware that long-term 
progress sometimes demands 
short-term sacrifice.” 

Airlie was the perfect exam- 
ple of how left-wing militants 
can mellow when they reach 
high office and even embrace 
moderation. During the bitter 
and violent dispute which led to 
the closure of the Timex plant 
in Dundee, he admitted that 
“things could have been differ- 
ent if the workforce at the 
doomed plant had been ghen 
more moderate advice from 
shop stewards. In retrospect it 
could have been different if the 
union had pulled back.” 

In summer 1993 national 
leaders including Airlie be- 



■ Principle is not a luxury. It is a necessity": Airlie arrives ready to negotiate at Ford’s headquarters in Moscow Place, London, hi 1990 


British industry. Ii really de- 
moralised him when workers 
lost their jobs through no fault 
of ibeir own. The fact that he 
and the union had failed to save 
those jobs hurt him deeply. He 
had so much tn offer as a nego- 
tiator but his skills could not 
hold back the steady decline of 
industry in his beloved Scotland.” 

Airlie took it as a compliment 
when "pilloried by the capital* 
ist press” but took criticism 
badly when it came from with- 
in the ranks of the trade unions. 

Leif Mills, a former TUC 
President and right-wing leader 
of the Banking. Insurance and 
Finance Union, was a senior of- 
ficer to “Lance-Corporal .Airlie" 
during their spell of National 
Service. Mills said: "Whenever 
he saw me at Congress or in ho- 
tels he used to leap to his feeL 
click his heels together and 
salute me. His left-wing pals 
were always open-mouthed 
with surprise, but we never let 
them in on lhc joke.” 

.Airlie was so popular with the 
press that journalists flocked to 
his side for quotes during dif- 
ficult negotiations, particularly 
those at'the Ford Motor Com- 
pany where he led the engi- 
neering union side in the late 


1980s and early 1990s. Jealous 
and irritated leaders of the giant 
Transport and General Workers 
Union, which traditionally led 
the Ford pay talks, became an- 
noyed at Airlie’s media mag- 
netism and took the unusual and 
unfrateraal step of trying to gag 
him. They democratically voted 
to shut him up. Needless to say, 
he ignored them. 

During his years on the na- 
tional executive council Airlie 
was responsible for a number of 
industries, including atomic en- 
ergy, aluminium, flour milling 
and oil refining. His union posts 
included national committee 
delegate: division committee 
delegate, district committee del- 
egate. full-time shop stewards' 
convenor, assistant divisional 
organiser and executive council 
member. He served on the TUC 
gene ral councfl for several years 
but was not very happy in “this 
talking shop”. He took early re- 
tirement when it became clear 
that the top job of president 
was going to elude him. “Yes. I 
would like to have been president 
of the union. It didn't happen 
and 1 don’t resent iL Retirement 
is a new challenge. Whatever 1 
do. 1 try not to be bored.” 

Jimmv Airlie was bom in 


Renfrew, near Glasgow, in 1936, 
the son of a boilermaker. He 
served his apprenticeship as a fit- 
ter with Simon and Lobnitz, a 
shipyard on Clydeside, and was 
elected as assistant divisional 
organiser of his union in 1979. 

Although he left the Com- 
munist Party - disillusioned -in 
1991 and joined Labour, his best 
epitaph is probably a description 
he once gave of himself. “I am 
a Communist. I have been a 
Communist all my life. My en- 
tire career has been devoted to 
advancing the cause of the 
working class. There is no sub- 
stitute for principle. Principle is 
not a luxury. Jr is a necessity." 

Terry Pattinson 


His close associates will always 
point to his essential decency 


and humanity, although woe be- 
tide anyone who fell victim to 


tide anyone who fell victim to 
the rough end of Timmy Airiie's 
tongue, writes Barrie Clement. 

There was a high degree of 
intelligence behind the rhetoric 
He was also capable of deliv- 
ering measured advice to senior 
colleagues. Towards the end of 
the coal strike of 1984-85, Air- 
lie rang Arthur Scargfll, Presi- 
dent of the National Union of 
Mineworkers, and urged him to 


call off the industrial action. 
Scargjfl was told to retreat in 
good order and that there was 
no mileage in glorious defeaL 
In a sense, Airlie adopted the 
tactics of New Labour long be- 
fore its proponents achieved 
prominence in the party. He 
believed in building broad al- 
liances to achieve what he re- 
garded as “progressive” policies. 

He was never an orthodox 
Communist. Indeed, on occa- 
sion his party registered exas- 
peration over his actions. In his 
early twenties, after National 
Service, however, the Commu- 
nist Party in central Scotland 
held strong attractions for him. 
Many serious left-wingers would 
not countenance an association 
with the Labour Party, which was 
regarded by many as comipL 
It is a desperate dich£, but 
underneath ms tough exterior, 
many win testify to the fact that 
Jimmy Airlie was “an old softy”. 
It was part of his character that 
even his political enemies 
grudgingly acknowledge. 


Alfred 

Sheinwold 


editor. Culbertson - an unpre 
dictable entreoreneur - firet 


Bermuda Bowl (the World 
Championships), leading his 
team to victory in 1985. 

There was an interesting gap 
tn Sheinwoid's bridge career 
during the years of the Second 
World V&r when he headed the 
code and cipher department of 
the Office of Strategic Ser- 
vices - the forerunner of the 
CIA. 


Jimmy Airlie, trade unionist: 
bom Renfrew JO November 
1936; married 1971 .Anne Gor- 
don (one daughter); died 
Erskine 10 March 1997. 


Alan Hiron 


Alfred Sheinwold, bridge player 
and writer bom c 1912; married; 
died Los Angeles & March 1997. 


Judge was right not to put provocation case to jury 


Regina \ Acme House of Lords 
( Lord Muslill. Lord Nolan. Lord 
Nichnlls of Birkenhead Lord 
Sicyn. Lord Hoffmann » 

20 February 1W7 


LAW REPORT 

f, 

11 March 1997 


There could only he an issue of 
provocation to be left to the 
jun: pursuant to section 3 of the 
Homicide Act 1957. where the 
judge considered that there 
was some evidence, whatever its 
source, and whether or not it 
had been relied on by the de- 
fence, of a specific act or words 
of provocation resulting in a 
loss of self-control. A specula- 
tive possibility that there had 
been an act of" provocation was 
not enough. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed an appeal by Brian Gor- 
don Aeon against the decision 
of lhc Court of Appeal. Crimi- 
nal Division {[1996] 4 All ER 
443) dismissing his appeal ag- 
ainst conviction at the Central 
Criminal Court on 19 June 1995 
for the murder of his mother. 


Section 3 of the 1957 Act 
provided; 

Where on a charge of murder there 
is evidence on which the jury can find 


ikn Lhc person chained was provoked 
(whether bv chines done or pv things 


(whether by chines done or by things 
said or by both together) to lose his 
sctf-coniml, the question whether the 
provocation was enough la make a 
reasonable man do as he did shall be 
{eft to be determined by the jury, and 
in determining that question the jury 
'hall take into account everything both 
done and said according to the effect 
which, in their opinion, it would 
have on a reasonable man. 


At his trial, the defendant's 
case was that he had not at- 
tacked his mother as alleged, 
and that her injuries had beeo 
caused by her falling and his un- 
skilled efforts to resuscitate 
her. The jury rejected that 
explanation and convicted him. 

On appeal, defence counsel 
argued that the Crown bad 
made provocation an issue by 


repeatedly putting to the de- 
fendant in cross-examination 
that be had lost his self-control 
and attacked his mother and 
that he had been angered by his 
mother treating him like a lit- 
tle boy and berating him. The 
deceased's injuries were testi- 
mony to a frenzied attack winch 
was prima facie indicative of a 
loss of self-control. Accord- 
ingly. it was said, the judge 
should have left the issue of 
provocation to the jury. 

Michael Gale QC and Louis French 
(Sharpe Pritchard} for the defendant; 
Heather Haflett QC and Simon Rus- 
sell Flint (Crirnn Prosecution Service) 
for the Crown. 


Lord Steyn said that in the ab- 
sence of any evidence, emerg- 
ing from whatever source, 
suggestive of the reasonable 
possibility that the defendant 


might have lost bis self-control 
due to the provoking conduct 
of the deceased, the question 
of provocation did not arise. • 

It remained the duty of the 
judge to decide whether there 
was evidence of provoking con- 
duct which resulted in the de- 
fendant losing his self-controL 
If m the judge’s opinion, even 

on a view most fawnoable to the 

defendant, there was insufficient 
material for a jury to find that 
it was a reasonable possibility 

that there was specific provok- 
es conduct resulting m a loss 
of self-control, there was sim- 
ply no issue of provocation to 
be considered by die jury: see 
Lee Chun-Chuen v The Queen 
[1963j AC 220 at 229. 

The defendant throughout 
denied the suggestions put to 
him in cross-exam i na ti o n and 
insisted that his relationship 


with his mother was good 
and that she hail done nothing 
to anger hiip. The .cross- 
examination produced no evi- 
dence of provoking conduct or 
of a loss of self-controL 
Suggestions in cnoss- 

i 3 varmmHni. nn.U .'.1 


exammatiootxmld notbythem- 
selves raise 'an issue of .provo- 
cation where the evidence, on 
the most favourable view for the 
defendant revealed no issue. 

It was not enough to infer 
from die deceased’s injuries 


lost his self-control and at- 
tackedhis mother in anger. The 
question was whether there 
was drey evidence of specific 
provoking conduct. Mere 
peculation was not enough. 

There had to be evidence 


have been an uncontrolled 
reacfa on to provoking conduct 
rather than an act of revenge. 


Ptol Magrath, 'Barrister 
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wood may beregpfded=s?»^ 

thjne of a front-runner* As such 
Itawas phenomenally reward- 
ed* Commander of tte British 
EmpSrThen Dame, the 
Goethe Prize, eventually 
f though early - sb e was 

heroes) the Order Of Mem. 
She herself said it was exces- 
sive". But her awards were 
S earned, for pubhc work ^ 
much as for her writing, which 
was as prolific as it was of high 
quality- 

A.L. Rowse 
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Cicely Veronica WbdgwooA hx- 
toriak bom StoctofUM. North* 
umberiand 20 July 
1947; President, Eypf CffJ* 
International Pen Ctub 195 1-- 7. 
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President, English Association 

member. Arts Council 1958-61. 
member. Advisory CoundUfic- 
toria & Albert Museum 1960-69 
trustee, National Gallery 1962-68, 
1969-76; OM 1969; President. 
Society of Authors T972-77 ;FBa 
1975; died London 9 March 
1997. 
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Alfred Sheinwold was a highly 
respected and versatile bridg- 
player and writer. 

He was perhaps less well 
known in Britain than on the 
North American scene, al- 
though he was bom in London. 
Nearly all of his education was 
in the United States, however, 
and he graduated weD in Eco- 
nomics from City College of 
New York in 1933 in spite of 
missing many classes in order 
to play bridge. 

In 1934, scorning a more 
commercial career, he joined 
the staff of the Bridge World — 
the celebrated American pub- 
lication founded by Ely Cul- 
bertson - and until 1963 
worked successively as techni- 
cal, managing, and senior 
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dictable entrepreneur - fired 
Sheinwold a few times but he 
was always re-instated. 

Sheinwold also fitted in the 
editorship of the American 
Contract Bridge League Bul- 
letin from 1952 to 1958. and was 
editor-in-chief of the still pop- 
ular Autobridge from 1936. in 
addition, he undertook the 
games editorship of the US 
magazine Argosy, wrote the 
heavily syndicated bridge and 
backgammon columns for the 
Los Angeles Times, and pro- 
moted bridge lessons on Pay 
TV in 1963. Furthermore, at 
various times, he filled a num- 
ber of responsible positions 
on the briqge administration 
scene. 

Sheinwold also wrote some 
13 books on the game, includ- 
ing the best-selling Five Weeks 
to Winning Bridge (1959) which 
has sold two million copies, and 
was the co-inventor of the 
Kaplan-Sheinwold bidding sys- 
tem which contained, for its 
time, a number of unusual fea- 
tures. Oddly enough, his col- 
league (Edgar Kaplan) is the 
present editor of the Bridge 
Worid. 

. Was there ever any oppor- 
tunity to actually play bndge? 
Sheinwold won numerous na- 
tional tournaments and was a 
popular non-playing captain of 
the North American team in the 
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Let’s protect the old, not their offsprin 


W hat is all this sudden con- 
cei ? for the lives of our 
senior citizens? Last week it 
was Peter Lilley on pensions, this 
week Stephen Dorrell on long-term 
care. It all sounds so prudent, so 
sensible, so far-sighted. A govern- 
ment which may have only a month 
or two left in power is taking the 
trouble to propose policies that take 
decades to bite. 

Should we.be grateful? Up to a 

nint 7 act muiv. ■ *1 < ' 




long-term care proposals, however, 
are outrageous, jftir from being a wise 
way to get individuals to take respon- 
sibility for there own old age and save 
the taxpayer some cash, Mr Darrell's 
plot is a straightforward subsidy of 
inheritance. Taxpayers will lose to the 
tune of £200m, so that a few middle- 
aged sons and daughters can inherit 
a -house. That is not the best way to 
‘ allocate scarce funds. 

Mr DorrelTs proposals are not 
aimed at senior citizens at all; Why 
should they be? The old men. suffer- 
ing from Alzheimer's, and the frail 
old women who need full-time resi- 
dential care, are not the people who 
lose out from the present arrange- 
ments. Either the state forks out the 
cash to pay their bills, or, if they have 
assets worth more than £16,000, 
those assets (the houses they have 


already had to leave) are sold to foot 
the bills instead. 

No: the people affected are their 
middle-aged sons and daughters, 
who had been counting on a nest egg. 
John Major's vision of wealth cas- 
cading down the generations has 
suddenly, for them, dried up; instead, 
elderly mothers and fathers have 
had to spend it looking after them- 
selves. Nothing to help with Isadora’s 
school fees, or to fund young Henry 
on a trip round the world. Most per- 
tinently of all, no cash to help middle- 
aged earners to buy a bigger house. 

Is there a problem at all? Well, yes. 
The present generation of pension- 
era had assumed that, as they have 
paid their stamps all their lives, with 
the cradle-to-grave mantra singing in 
their ears, the state would foot the 
bills in their old age. In the past the 
NHS did exactly that, by providing for 
them on geriatric wards. Blit the old 
wards have closed, partly because 
they were so expensive to maintain, 
and partly because .the old and ailin g 
are not best cared for in hospitals. At 
the same time, demand for long-term 
care is growing, as the jwpulation 
slowly ages and our lives lengthen. 
Someone has to pay for all that 
unanticipated care. 

At the moment the state still plugs 
much of the gap. Many of those in 
long-term care get some form of state 
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assistance. For the rest, money that 
would have gone into inheritance is 
used up instead, as those who have 
assets (usually houses) sell them off 
In future, as home ownership among 
the over-sixties continues to rise, 
house sales should bear even more of 
the burden. 

So what is Mr DonelTs alternative? 
He says that people who take out 
insurance policies on reaching retire- 
ment will get additional protection 
from the state, above and beyond the 
insurance cover, to protect their 
assets. In other words, the state is 
stepping in to help wealthy families 


ensure that their assets can cascade 
down the generations after ail. But 
hang on a minute. Surely people 
ought to use their assets to look after 
themselves? It is one of those unfort- 
unate possibilities for which we 
should take responsibility, and accept 
with a good grace if it happens to us. 
Houses are, after all, the way that 
most of us save and invest our money, 
capitalising our rent over the years 
and making a tidy profit on the 
investment If we need the money to 
look after us as we age, then so be it. 

People who are desperately keen to 
pass on nest eggs to their children 


must just accept that they either 
lake the risk of long-term care eat- 
ing up the egg. or they must take out 
additional expensive insurance, or 
put by extra savings to make sure they 
are covered. Long-term care insur- 
ance is already available. Admittedly 
the premiums are pricey, but then so 
is the cost of long-term care. Guar- 
anteeing an inheritance for the child- 
ren is expensive, but that is the way 
to do it It is not the business of other 
taxpayers. 

It is true that this makes inheriting 
money and houses a rather random 
affair. Should a rich parent be 
knocked over by a bus, the house is 
passed on intact. Should she instead 
succumb to years of debilitating ill- 
ness, the entire pile could be gobbled 
up. But that should hardly make us 
feel sorry for the offspring. After all, 
the fact that they were bom to well- 
off parents in the first place was just 
a roll of the dice. The £200m a year 
that Mr Dorrell is proposing to spend 
would not buy better care for anyone; 
it would not help pensioners in 
poverty, nor would it do anything for 
the old people who could never 
afford to buy their own homes in the 
first place. 

The Government is right to be con- 
sidering these slow-burning ques- 
tions of how to support each gener- 
ation through the extra decades 


between retirement and the crave. 
But the state should concentrate on 
helping people to take responsibility 
for themselves. regulating private 
provision and stepping in to support 
those in need, rather than wasting 
money protecting the privileges of 
those who have plenty'. 

The cardinal 
misses the point 

S o far Cardinal Thomas Winning 
has won a promise of £50.000 
from an anonymous donor for his 
anti-abortion project. Nothing wrong 
with the idea in principle: if some 
women can be saved the sadness of 
abortion, then so much the better. 
Unfortunately, faith might need to 
dig a bit deeper. Bringing children up 
in a materialist society is costly. 
Remember, a child is not just for 
conception, but for life. Al say. an 
average £10,000 a child a year, the 
anti-abortion project could cost 
£3.2bn a year - if they want to pre- 
vent all abortions. But most women 
who have abortions don’t want to 
deliver the babv and then hand it over 
to someone else, either physically, or 
charitably'. They want to bring up the 
baby in their own way. or not at all. 
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Dawkins lets 
down the case 
for science 

Sic One cannot bat admire the 
clarity of Richard Dawkins’s 
writings. His prose style is' 
attractive and the quality of • 
argumentation more often than not 
suasive. 

However, beneath the apparent 
reasonableness of his approach lie 
deeper, unanswered questions 
concerning ihe relationship of * 
scientific inquiiytppthef human 
activities and aspirations. . 

His article “Dolly and the doth- 
heads” (8 March), while . 
superficially amusing (I smiled^,- -ly. 
achieves its objectives only by ’ 
either seriously misrepresenting , 
the nature of religioiis convictions' 
(the use of the term “rival” in the ’ ' 
piece is instructive) or by choosing 
the softest of possible targets (oyer- 
stretched religions leaders lured, . 
often against their better 
judgement, into stuffy studios by 
over-worked TV and radio 
producers). ; 

lather than bringing a highly 
personal agenda always to the’ fore, 
might it not be better n Professor 
Dawkins actually kept to his 
appointed brief - assisting the 
public in its understanding of 
science? 

One way of achieving this might 
be for him to examine in depth why 
so many universities are finding it 
increasingly difficult to recruit 
students of sufficiently high calibre 
into their science departments. 
Another useful exercise might be to 
investigate why so many scientists 
are bListfuOy unaware of the 
profound philosophical 
significance of scientific procedures 
and enterprise. 

Qeariy we have the right to 
laugh at cloth-head clerics or other 
“cerebrally challenged” politicians 
or community leaders. One 
wonders, nevertheless, how many 
principal scientific officers of 
research institutes could gracefully 
step into a TV or radio studio at 
short notice and give an articulate 
account of, say, the ontological 
implications of Popper’s “objective 
knowledge” or take part in lively - 
pre-mfllenmal debate on the 
ongoing significance of C P Snow’s 

“two cultures'’ view of society. 

The Rev IAN M KENWAY 
Director of Studies 
Centre for the Study of Theology 
University of Essex ■ ■ 

Sin Professor Dawkins believes 
passionately that rational argument 
must be afl owed to win, hence 
science must dominate. He forgets 
that on most scientific topics the 
vastmajority of people, for lack of 
knowledge, cannot fie rational and 
that all people, including himself, 
are in part emotional. 

The brain does not act rationally 
using a DN A or any other code, but 
is a complex organ which generates 
emotions, some very primitive. 
Behind many religious attitudes lie 
such emotions, not to be denied, 
which science does weD to leave . 
alone. 

As a fellow scientist, not a 
believer in Dawkins’s sense, I want 
my colleagues to present clearly 
scientific positions for. say, - 
cloning. I fear that Profei^or 
Dawkins’s passion makesjhim use . 
rational argument emotionally, 
and he then loses sight of - 
legitimate emotional issues. This 
leaves the public with the . 
impression that sdentistsdo not 
understand people andhence are 
often unfitted for life. 

Professor R J P WILLIAMS .. .... . 

Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory 
Unhersity of Oxford 



Sin The burden of Professor 
'Dawkins’s article appears to be that 
people who speak, as 
representatives of religious 
traditions are too stupid to be 
entitled to participate in the debate 
about ckmuig. This article 
crystallised everything that I fear 
aboutnew genetic technologies.' 

The problem does not lie with 
the scientists’ dexterity in the 
laboratory, but with his 
extraofcfinary intellectual 
arrogance. Professor Dawkins's 
habitual posture of sneering 
contempt towards those who have 
not reached his own degree of 
temnent demonstrates the 
between the technical skill of 
e scientists he represents, and his 
own lack of hnmfiity'and moral 
sense. • - - - y 
DR PETER DRAPER 
School of Health 
University of Hull 

Sin Richard Dawkins's intellectual 
€Ktism does a serious disservice to 
debate about the nnplkations of 
cloning animals. it is arrogant to 
suggest that there is no place for 
other than “experts m the field” to 
engage in public debate. 

“Experts" have their place, but 
recent histozy in advising the 
Government and the public 
engenders a healthy scepticism ' 
abourtheir wisdom, if not 
knowledge. 

R SANDERSON 

Heston, Cheshire ■[. . 

Sin As an ordained scientist I was 
struck by the irony implicit in 
Richard Dawkins’s article “Dolly 
and the cloth-heads”. 

Though there is ashortage of 
religmuspepptewhb could be 
relied upon to produce intelligent, 
informed and constructive 


contributions to any debate, the 
media deliberately seek out 
individuals who can be guaranteed 
to voice an exaggerated, 
sensationalist viewpoint - polemic 
disguised as rational argument - 
which would be disowned by many 
of the community which they claim 
to represent. 

The media play the same trick 
with scientists: I wonder whether it 
has ever occurred to Professor 
Dawkins that this might be why he 
is so often called upon by them to 
speak and write on behalf of the 
“scientific community”. 

Canon JOHN INGE 
Ely Cathedral 
Cambridgeshire 

Sir: Richard Dawkins refers to the 
respect “always bestowed on 
religious prejudice, but no other 
kind of prejudice”. Surely one 
other type erf conviction enjoys 
similar respect, namely the choice 
of marriage partner. 

It is not normally acceptable to 
say: “Why did you marry that 
dreadful man/womao?” Both 
religious faith and choice of 
partner are strongly felt personal 
convictions, not susceptible to 
rational analysis, fait giving great 
satisfaction and comfort to some 
people. 

However, if the major religions 
are going to return to a more 
militant stance, seeking to 
influence policies which impact on 
the agnostic majority, they can no 
longer expect to enjoy this tolerant 
respect 

MALCOLM LAURENCE 
Richmond, Surrey 


Albanian divide 
not so simple 

Sir Andrew Gumbcl is doing the 
long-suffering population of 
northern Albania a disservice 
(“Tribal tension splits Albania in 
two”. 6 March) in labelling them 
supporters of President Berisha 
and tarring them with the same 
brush as a handful of loyalists from 
the president's birthplace. 

As a social anthropologist who 
has been working in northern 
Albania since 1992, 1 am worried by 
this misleading article from your 
hitherto admirably reliable ’ 
correspondent. In the present 
context, a north-south divide is an 
erroneous reading of political 
reality. 

Resentment against Sah Berisha 
is as pronounced in the north as in 
the south. Northerners, most of 
whom are even poorer than 
southerners, have suffered no less 
from the collapse of the pyramid 
schemes (whose immense 
popularity was partly due to 
Albania's hopelessly inadequate 
financial infrastructure). 
Unemployment is massive in the 
north due to the closing down of 
most of the mining industry. 

Villagers have far less, and much 
more infertile land than 
southerners. 

Resentment against government 
indifference to unemployment,. 
agai nst its corrupt and autocratic 
behaviour, has been evident since 
the 1995 referendum resulted in the 
rejection of the proposed j 

constitution. The independent i 


newspaper Kaka Jane . so critical of 
the government that its offices have 
now been burnt down, was largely 
run by journalists from Lezhe in the 
traditionally Catholic north. There 
are no straightforward divides in 
Albania. 

It is true that Hranians of all 
political colours (and plenty of 
Democrat supporters are of 
southern origin) are worried by the 
influx of mountain villagers from the 
north. The myth has been circulated 
that these mountain villagers are 
favoured proteges of the president, 
who comes from the northern 
province ofTropoja, though the 
majority of the migrants come from 
the provinces of Kukes and Puka. 

The majority of Albanians are 
desperate to get rid of what they 
see as an EU yes-man in charge of 
the country. 

Dr CLARISSA DE WAAL 
Department of Social Anthropology 
Unhersity of Cambridge 

Sir. Paul Keetch (letter, 6 March) 
may have been “privileged" to be 
an OSCE observer of the Albanian 
parliamentary elections on 26 May 
1996, but be was not just “one of 
two UK monitors". Four others 
including m yself observed the poll 
uoderthc mandate of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe. 

Like other observers (for 
example, from the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly), my 
colleagues found the poll basically 
fair- much fairer than polls 
validated by the OSCE's Office for 
Democratic Institutions elsewhere. 

Your paper has gone out on a 
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limb to promote the restoration of 
an ex-Communisi-led opposition. 
Let’s hope that if the masked 
marauders of Vlori and Sarande 
win, they'll respect human rights 
and elections. But if they don't. 
Ier's hope your attention and 
indignation won't have wandered 
elsewhere meanwhile. 

MARK ALMOND 
Oriel College, Oxford 


Virtual cat is 
already here 

Sin When a friend relocated from 
Paris to London, he had to leave al a 
new home in France his much-loved 
cat. The acquisition ol an English 
cat being impractical, he was 
delighted to discover an interactive 
computer program for a pel cat. 

Programmed with all the 
personality trails of his fluffy 1 
French counterpart, “computer 
cat" is the ideal feline companion: 
he sleeps, purrs, plays and cats his 
virtual catfood - hut he leaves no 
virtual messes. So take heart. R 
Sheppard (letter. 10 March J. the 
virtual cat is here - and he doesn’t 
need a litter tray. 

LAURA CURTIS 
London 5R76 


Forgery too far 

Sin With reference to your item on 
anti-forgery mechanisms for 
nursery vouchers ( “Nursery 
vouchers guidelines rub teachers up 
the wrong way". 10 March). 1 am al 
a loss to imagine why anyone would 
want to forge one. Surely one would 
need a forged child to go with it. 
CHRISTOPHER SHORE 
Cambridge 


Glamour of the 
wartime weed 

Sir Lynne Reid Banks (letter, S 
March) is right to say that smokers 
always knew the risks. We strongly 
suspected that smoking was not 
good for our health - we Second 
World War servicew omen called 
cigarettes “cancer tubes". But we 
went on smoking. 

It helped one stay awake on 
night duty, and it was so much the 
done thing that to refuse a 
proffered fag was tantamount to 
refusing lo shake 3 proffered hand. 
To smoke was doggedly seen 
( anyway bv the youngest of us) as 
risquc : rather than risky, and being 
a non-smoker was priggish. 

Eveiy public space recked of 
smoke. Characters in films, books 
and advertisements ( not only those 
plugging tobacco products) had 
their interest and glamour 
enhanced by the way they handled 
the weed. Jewelled lighters and 
cases were a first choice as birthday 
and Christmas presents. 

To fasten all blame on the 
tobacco companies Is to evade 
responsibilities more w idelv shared. 
ANNEGLYN-JONES 
Topsham, Dnon 


Nation needs new 
telecoms museum 

Sir: We have recently read of the 
forthcoming closure of the BT 
telecommunications museum in 
London ( report, 1 March; letter, 5 
March | and of the uncertain future 
for the would-be museum of 
computing, cryptography, radar 
and electronics at Blctchley Park. 

On 10 February, you reported ihe 
impending break-up at auction of 
the priceless Marconi archives and 
early wireless equipment, though 
the collection has been given a 
temporary slay of execution. 

We have national museums 
devoted to railways, aircraft and 
ships: is it not time to establish a 
National Museum of 
Communications, Electronicsand 
Computing on one site? 

There was no exhibition on 
Marconi's work in the centenary 
year of his discoveries, and why is it 
that EMI has chosen to stage its 
centenary exhibition on sound 
recording privately, and not under 
the auspices of a national museum? 
There is a fine telecommunications 
museum in Stockholm - and if 
Sweden can do this, so could we. 
TCH GOING 
Southend. Essex 


Ulster meltdown 

Sir: Having seen the photograph of 
Thornton’s chocolate 
representations of party leaders in 
The Independent on 7 March. I 
visited my local branch in buy 
some. A member of staff informed 
me that there had been no demand 
for them, and they had been 
returned lo England. 

David Trimhle should take note. 
Despite the many concessions 
given to the Ulster Unionists, the 
British withdrawal from Northern 
Ireland has commenced. 

DERMOT REID 
Belfast 


Tory teaser 

Sir. Perhaps Sir George Gardiner 
might like to explain why. if the 
Conservatives are as awful as he 
now says (■‘Tories will go 'down the 
pan ”, 10 March), he tried so hard 
for so lone to avoid deselection. 
DM ASHFORD 
Ahnondshurv. Bristol 
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n front of the Royal 
« Sea forth Docks an cfc- 
W eant woman in a Cos- 

A sack hat. calf-length 
coat and long, cream 
scarf moves with utter compo- 
sure al'^ng the road. She glides 
like a mysterious ghost among 
the slowly-moving juggernauts 
that arc queuing to enter the 
Liverpool waterfront. Occas- 
ionally, a> a lorry edges for- 
ward." she lifts her hand in an 
enigmatic movement and the 
driver comes once again to an 
uncertain hall. This is not most 
people's idea of a picket line. 

The woman is Cathy Dwyer. 
She is dressed for work: after 
the mass picket she will be off 
to her job in market research. 
Her husband. Andy, has 
worked on the Liverpool doeks 
for 33 years - or he had. until 
September 19Q5 when he was 
sacked for not crossing a picket 
line thrown up by fellow dock- 
ers whose firm had sacked them 
for refusing to work overtime. 
Since then Andy Dwyer has 
heen locked out by the Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Company 
in a 19-month dispute that has 
now' lasted longer even than the 
miners' strike of 1984-85. Yet 
newspapers do not write about 
it much. There is. you see. no 
modem media template for a 
dispute like this. 

In many ways it seems like a 
throwback to "something from 
the late Seventies. A macho 
management sets out to smash 
long-set union restrictive prac- 
tices. Men aiavistically down 
look and arc locked out. With 
suspicious speed their jobs are 
advertised and filled. Roadside 
altercations lake place between 

E ickcis. blacklegs and police, 
kimage is done to directors' 
homes. Dockers travel the 
world to set up successful picket 
lines in New Jersey. Montreal 
and Australia. But it is not 
news. What place can all that 
have in the pust-Thaicheriie 
world of economic globalis- 
ation? It is merely the death 
throes of a dinosaur dispute in 
a dinosaur industry. 

.And, after all. it is Liverpool 
the city that revelled in the 
worst labour record in the 
country throughout the Seven- 
ties arid refused to bury the 
dead during its cemetery work- 
ers strike, which crowned the 
"winter of discontent” that 
brought down the last Labour 
government. The city which 
produced Derek Hatton's def- 
iantly spendthrift Militant 
council in the Eighties. 

But Cathy Dwyer seems to 
belong to another world. She is 
one of the Women of rhe 
Waterfront, dockers' wives who 
have come together to find a 


Hidden virtues 
of loser-friendly 


new solidarity in adversity. Yet 
it seems to he of the present 
rather than the past. 

It is not just her sartorial 
style. Nor thal with laws on 
picketing now much tightened, 
she and her fellows have devel- 
oped a chaotic, individualised, 
uncoordinated form of mass 
jay-walking to achieve the same 
end. There is something more 
to Cathy Dwyer. She speaks of 
a mutuality that is alien to 
recent social discourse. "I don’t 
think we're the last gasp of a 
dying era." she says. “I think 
that we're the beginning of a 
new one. We are showing a 
greedy nation that there are 
other values." She speaks of 
responsibilities as well as rights, 
of duties rather than demands, 
in what. in other circumstances, 
might be the speech of a New- 
Labour politician. 

Not that Tony Blair has been 
anywhere nearer than Albert 
Dock, a few miles down river, 
where the port’s great trading 
days have been turned into a 
historical theme park. In its 
centre floats the weather map 
used in Granada TV's chat 
show, on which Blair met 
Richard and Judy. Picket lines 
are an embarrassment to New- 
Labour. as they are to the dock- 
ers' union, the Transport and 
General, which has distanced 
itself from the dispute and 
branded it "unofficial". 

Small wonder, with men like 
Kevin Robinson around. The 
shop steward was told (hat he 
suffered from ~a pathological 
dislike for management perse" 
and was derecognised three 
times by tbc docks' manage- 
ment, only to be re-elected 
each rime by the men. And yet 
Robinson seems to have some- 
thing to complain about when 
he, and the women, talk about 
the changes in working condi- 
tions the management had 
begun to impose over the two 
years before the dispute began. 

"Our husbands were on 12- 
hour shifts, and would then 
find themselves called back for 
another 11 just five hours after 
getting home.” says Cathy 
Dwyer. “My husband was dis- 
ciplined for not being by the 
phone on his day off.” says 
another woman.’ "Messages 
would be left with the kids 
telling their dads to get back to 
work,” adds a third. 

The company denies this, 
saying such incidents were the 
exception rather than the rule. 
But whatever the realpolitik of 
the dispute, the sense of com- 
munity among the dockers’ 
families is remarkable. The 
spirit of loyalty goes vertically, 
too. through the generations. 

At St Anthonv's Catholic 


Liverpool 

Their dockers may have been on strike for the past 19 months, their 
city may be the poorest in the Kingdom but, says Paul Vallely, 
Liverpudlians won’t surrender their community and cultural identity 



The face of defiance: some Liverpool dockers would rather be unemfdoyed than exploited Photograph: Craig Easton 


Church, just up the hill from 
the dockside. Fr Tom Williams 
is not an impartial observer. His 
father was a checker and a 
bargee on the docks. His 
brother Richard is one of the 
sacked dockers. “He never had 
a disciplinary offence against 
him in 2S year; and now he Is 
out on his car.” the priest says, 
with barely suppressed indig- 
nation. "It is a total injustice.” 
Yet it is not one of merely 
recent manufacture. Its roots 
lie in the history of the area, 
which was once the most 
densely populated in Europe. 

It was in the 1840s that Liv- 
erpool's population doubled as 
poor Irish immigrants fled the 
Great Potato Famine. Many 
were virtually destitute. Those 
with money and push went on 
to London. Birmingham or 
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even the US. It is a drift with an 
echo in a more modem move- 
ment: the population of the city 
has virtually halved over Lhe 
past 20 years. "Those with get 
up and go. got up and went. ” as 
a character says in Scouse \ a 
play by a local writer. Andrew 
Cuilen. currently showing at the 
city's Everyman Theatre (it is a 
grim fantasy in which Liverpool 
declares independence from 
the rest of the UK). Liverpool 
has always constituted what its 
.Anglican bishop. David Shep- 
pard. has called "the commun- 
ity of the left behind”. 

Yet it was a city with a great 
appetite for hewers of wood, 
drawers of water and shov- 
ellers-out of cargo- holds along 
its 12 miles of dockside. But 
where neighbouring Manches- 
ter developed industry, Liver- 
pool largely stuck to trade and 
the primary processing it pro- 
duced. No significant artisan 
class developed in this navvy 
culture. Its attitude to work 
remained essentially rural, con- 
servative and dynastic; jobs 
passed from father to son. 

But its most significant 
legacy to modern-day Liverpool 
lay in the system of casual 
labour on which the docks ran. 
Men crowded each day like ani- 
mals into pens to be inspected 
and chosen for work. Those 
whose faces fitted were touched 
upon the shoulder by a bowler- 


hatted foreman and awarded a 
day’s work. In some cases tal- 
lies were thrown into the crowd, 
and the men would scramble 
and fight for the privilege of 
labouring. Men would rise at 
3am to walk seven miles hop- 
ing for work that did not mater- 
ialise, and then walk seven 
miles home again. 

It is the memory of those 
days that ha s burned itself into 
the collective consciousness 
and created the culture of sus- 
picion that has bedevilled the 
city’s industrial relations ever 
since. When, in 1967, after a six- 
week dock strike, the govern- 
ment brought in the National 
Dock Labour Scheme with 
proper sick pay. holidays and 
pension provisions, the dockers 
thought the bad old days were 
behind them for ever. * 

B ut the world changed. 
The Thatcher boom did 
not reach Liverpool in 
the same way as elsewhere. In 
the mobile phone, buy-your- 
own-home. yuppie dream. 
Liverpool was left behind. It 
never got the Feelgood Factor. 
Instead Militant incurred big 
debts by refusing to cut public 
spending - debts Liverpudlians 
are still paying, with the high- 
est council tax in the country. 

Bui when the Thatcherite 
recession came, the city was not 
excluded. "Barely a month 


went by.” says Ged Fitzgerald, 
the head of the city's economic 
development unit, “without 
news of some major factory 
closing. Liverpool became the 
poorest city in England with an 
unemployment rate double the 
national average. As the cli- 
mate worsened, so the docks 
management became more 
draconian in its demands." 
“The working man in Liverpool 
has always worked in a culture 
of fear,” says Canon Nicholas 
Frayling. the Rector of Liver- 
pool who tried to mediate in 
the dispute in its early stages 
bur was rebuffed by manage- 
meal “Post Thatcher, that has 
become a culture of terror." 

But the spirit of obstinacy 
persisted. That much is clear 
from the shop steward Kevin 
Robinson: “We are ambassa- 
dors for aO working people," he 
says. “We know about casual 
labour, bad conditions, low pay 
- we've been there before - 
when you were hired on your 
religion, or which pub you 
drank in and whether you 
bought drinks for the foreman. 
It was a degrading system, and 
it's still fresh in people’s minds. 
T can remember my father com- 
ing home from it. My mother, 
who is 74, recently told me: 
‘Whatever you do, lad. don’t go 
back to those days'." Some 
would rather be unemployed 
than exploited. “For them it is 


better to die in the fight than 
admit defeat ” says Frayling. 
“It’s a Titanic struggle." 

Titanic. Hyperbole has 
always been a distinctly Liver- 
pudlian quality. So, too, isa ten- 
dency to nostalgia, to romanti- 
cise. to sentimentalise and to 

make myth. Yet such qualities 
are an important part of what 
builds the sense of community 
that developed in the strong 
parish life of the city and has 
somehow survived the destruc- 
tion of the physical commun- 
ities. It Ungers still in intangi- 
bles soch as the city's celebrated 
footbalL This deep sense of 
identity explains the profound 
communal sense of loss in the 
city when its fans perished at 
Hillsborough, and when the 
toddler James Bulger was mur- 
dered. “There’s a quality of 
car e and compassion born of 
generations of having it hard,” 
says Canon Frayling. “It’s a 
tender, compassionate streak. 
Ir’s for more rewarding to be a 
priest here than down south." 

The firms that understand all 
that prosper, insist local busi- 
nessmen. “Liverpool workers 
are anarchic, but, properly 
understood and managed, are 
the most loyal and productive 
workforce in the world," said 
one senior manager with a 
major industrial company, who 
asked for his name not to be 
disclosed for fear of his com- 
ments being seen as an attack 
on the management of the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Company - “which actually, if 
I am honest, it is." he added. 

Not everyone would agree. 
Many Liverpudlians feel that 
the port authorities have made 
the dockers a good offer, jobs 
for 40 of the 320 sacked meti 
and a £25,000 severance pay- 
ment for the rest, with a three- 
month reinstatement for all, to 
save face. The shop stewards’ 
stubborn refusal to put this 
final offer to a secret ballot - it 
was rejected by a show of hands 
- has also lost them some sym- 
pathy among some sectors of 
the city’s population. 

And yet that same stub- 
bornness is what lies behind the 
peat triumphs of the city, par- 
ticularly among its most disad- 
vantaged people. Tony Mc- 
Cann did not know how to take 
no for an answer in Ins long 
battle with the Militant council 
when it wanted to demolish 
housing in the inner-city Vaux- 
ha]I area despite the opposition 
of the local people. In the teeth 
of opposition from the council, 
his community group, the Eldo- 
nians, got private land and gov- 
ernment money to build more 
than 300 new houses, a garden 
centre, a nursery, a village hall 
and a sports centre. 

The parishioners of St Peter’s 
Anglican church in Everton 
would not take no for an answer 
when they sat in in council 
houses to prevent councillors 
from demolishing them, even 
though the squatters knew they 
would not be eligible for ten- 
ancies when they were saved. 

The women at the Women's 
Educational Trust in the city 
centre did not take no for an 
answer when it was suggested 
to them that with their back- 
ground - cleaners and factory 
workers- they would be unable 


to cope with the courses it runs 
in information technology and 

electronic engineering, in tne 

event they found tfjfmseWes 
transformed, as was the Grade 

II listed building which ltsduec- 

tor, Claire Dove, raised the 
cash to restore to its former 
glory, to create an environ- 
ment in which the women 
would grow in confidence. The 
thirst for education among 
working-class women is not a 
sign of a dinosaur city. _ 
“The great strength of Liver- 
pudlians is that they do not 
blow when to give up.” said 
one community development 
worker. “It is also their great 
weakness, too, if they do not 
have the judgement to know 
whether they should have 
started in the first place.” 

T he dockers claim they 
had no choice. “With en- 
hanced pension 1 could 
get £35,000 under the deal they 
have offered us,” says the dock- 
ers’ shop steward. Kevin Robin- 
son. “but I don’t want the 
money. And it’s not my job to 
sell. My grandfather and father 
did it before me. l am just the 
custodian of the job. I have 
three lads; if they wish to go 
down the docks that should be 
their choice. I want ro pass my 
job on to someone else at the 
cam e rates and conditions." 

The irony is that one son is 
at university, another is at col- 
lege and the third is destined 
for the same. They are unlikely 
to want to work the docks. Yet 
Kevin sees a broader issue. 
Liverpool’s dock regeneration 
may have created 14.000 jobs- 
ihe same number as have been 
lost to cargo-handling since the 
war. The city may have at- 
tracted new jobs from Barday- 
card. Abbey National and the 
QVC cable TV shopping firm; 
the region’s “informal" econ- 
omy may be thriving; but there 
is more to all this than jobs. 

It is something terribly un- 
fashionable. Something to do 
with community, with dignity - 
-even with decency. Things thal 
to our cost, the rest of us have 
lost a grip on m our rushto self- 
interest- Claire Dwyer knows it 
too. “We’re here as a reminder 
of the idea that there’s more to 
life than money. Principles. 
Standing together. Solidarity." 
Ultimately it is these that give 
meaning to life, more than the 
materialism and individualism 
of our atomised society. 

“We can’t lose," says Kevin 
Robinson. “We're in a no-lose 
situation. If I never go back to 
work, I will still be able to hold 
my head up.” Tb those outside 
Liverpool, that is noble and it is 
doomed. Those in the city see 
that what is at stake is not 
economic survival, but cultural 
identity. “I think the world may 
come again to want what if has 
lost and these men have, in 
some way, hung on to.” ponders 
Ff Williams. Evidently there 
are some outsiders who agree: 
on Sunday Jo Brand, Steve 
Coogan and a bunch of other 
comedians are performing at a 
benefit concert for the sacked 
dockers at the London Palla- 
dium. “Perhaps,” says the dock- 
ers' priest, “the world will come 
to regard Thatcherism as just a 
phase." Would that it were so. 
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UVS7 eij. what is this 
\A/ one called 
v T Amazon Women 
j on the .WrMU?" said ray wife. 

| “Have you any reason for 
, keeping this?” 

we were having one of our 
I regular tactical talks about 
j keeping videos. My tactics 
, are clear. Record anything 
j that looks halfway interesting 
and watch it later, in Old age 
j if need be. This occasionally 
pays off. When The Young 
J Ones with Rik NlayaU and 
Ade Edmondson first 
i appeared on TV. I taped 
them for my ruo sub- 
teenagers. Now, a dozen 
years later, those two are 
grown-up but ray nine-year- 
old son (who was not even 
bom then) has rediscovered 
the very same Young Ones 
tapes in the cellar and thinks 
they are wonderful. 

My wife's tactics are 
equally dear. If you haven't 
watched it within two days, 
wipe it Either way. can't we 
gel rid of some of those 
videos cluttering up the 
place? 

“Like which ones?” 

"Well, what is this thing 
called Am azon Women on the 
MoonV said my wife, picking 
up a video at random. “Have 
you any reason for keeping 


J couldn't even remember 
having taped it. I had a vague 
idea that h was one of those 
spoof science fiction movies 
which tend to have names 
like The Invasion of the Giant 
Tomatoes and which are 
never quite as funny as you 
hope, but I didn’t know. All 1 
knew was that I must have 
thought it looked worth 
recording at the time. 

"It's meant to be a great 
underground cult classic”, I 
lied fluently, “But I haven’t 
had a chance to watch it ycL" 

“You never will.” 

“I will one day." 

“Wipe it now[" 

We came to a compromise. 
1 would look it up in the TV 
film guide and if they gave it 
the thumbs down I would 
wipe iL So I looked it up in 
three different film guides, 
and they all said it was a 
hopeless mishmash of a film. 
It looked doomed. 

You may wonder why I 
should have three different 
TV film guides on the 
premises. Well, I actually 
have four, but the fourth has 
gone missing. I think it is 
under that pile of videos 
over there. 

There is a good reason 
for this. Over the years I 
have noticed that TV film 
guides often clash violently 



Miles 

Kington 

with each other. You quite 
often find a film being 
praised extravagantly in one 
guide, and torn to bits in 
another. It has always been 
my intention to collect some 
of these inconsistencies and 
disagreements and use them 
to build a light-hearted 
article from, though I have 
never got round to iL 
The Time Out Film Guide, 
for instance, tends to give 
experimental or avant-garde 
films the benefit of the doubt 
while HaBhyeH’s Guide (9th 
edition) is more robustly no- 
nonsense. The Virgin Film 
Guide is somewhere between 
the rwo buj often gives 
fascinating background 


information about the making 
of the film which the other 
two don't bother with. They 
all pay lip service to “great" 
but difficult films such as 
Year at Marienbad, but even 
Time Out confesses its 
bafflement: “Obscure, oneiric, 
it's either a masterpiece or 
complete twaddle ..." I had to 
look oneiric up. Means 
dreamlike, apparently. 

And there are some 
surprising omissions. Tune 
Out is the only one to list 
Sven Klangs Combo a lovely 
and funny 1976 Swedish film 
about jaa. Sticking to film* 
beginning with "Sv-” 
HalUwell has no Sven Klang 
but does list two versions of 
Svenggli. Virgin lists no films 
beginning with “Sv-” at all. 
Hm mm ... 

_ But they all unite in 
dismissing yfrnnzon Women 
on the Moon. Vir gin did qoc 
even deign to mention it 
Good sci-fi parody, says 
HalliweU, but most of the 
film is silly and weak. 
“Formless compendium of 
sketches," says Tune. Out, 
“patchy in the extreme.” 

Despite everything, l 
thought I would sneak a 
look at it before wiping iL 
Much to my suipriseTT 
thought it was hiiarious.The 
low-budget sci-fi parody that 


runs through it is quite * 
funny, but some of the ’ 
sketches are wonderful For 
instance, there is a' running 
gag about a black smgerwfto 
can only tackle sentimental 
rubbish, and every time he 
appears, we cut fo BB King 
himself, the great biues 
guitarist who looks straight 
at us and says: “Did you 
know that one in five blade 
people in America are born 
without ‘soul’? That’s right - 
one in five! We must help 
these people, so please send 
your money to ‘Blacks 
Without SanT, PO Box 1100. 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Of course, it may be that I 
am wrong and all the film 
guides are right, but on the 
other hand I was brave 
enough to show the tape to 
my wife, and she roared with 
laughter at most of it, and so 
°ow Amazon Women onthe 
Moon is safe for posterity. 

Unlike all the other 
videos; 

“What’s this one?" she 
said this morning, waving a 

. VHS cassette at me. 

“Aiastair Sim Double Biff, 
what’s that?” 

“TWo Alastair Sim fibBs;" I 
said. “Classics.'’ ' c - 

“Which ones?” . 1 * 

“I can’t remember." ; “ 
Here we go a gain: - 
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the commentators 



would 




all 

it 


I t is understandable that 
jjarty leaders wince a bit 
.when they hear enthusiastic 
colleagues mention the word 
Tide".- First, there is the 


activists might just let np if 
they are too confident of vic- 
tory. And secondly, there is the" 
danger offiighiening the voters 
-which Labour will be unable 
to avoid if it enters die cam- 
paign properwith anything litre 

its currentZS-point poll lead. If 
ttatwas sustained, it would win 

a majority of 221, and with 
■ around 440 seats, well over 
double the Conservatives’ totaL. 

Some pollsters already spec- 
ulate that such a lead would 
drive some former Tbiy voters* 
if hoi-back to the Ibries, at least 
to the liberal Democrats. The 

assumption is that the electors 
wJJ suddenly tabs fright at the 
prpispecL Aren’t these hist the ‘ 
circumstances ip which old 
Labour wdl rear its head again? 

And wouldn’t a Blair govern- . 
ment with such a majority 
become a son of tribal, tri- 
umph alist, five-year-long ver- : 
sion of Nefl. Kmnock’s infa-V 
moils Sheffield rally in 1992? 

, Probably noL Yes, govern- . 
xpents that make a big differ- 
ence almost invariably have 
equally big majorities: The lib- 
eral government of 1906,;. 

Attlee’s of 1945 and mid- 
adminls tratiori T hatcher aD bad 
majorities well in excess of 100. 

You have only to consider the . ; 
the big privatisations. Almost 
all were deeply unpopular 
before they happened, which is 
partly why there was so little 
about them in the 1979 mani- 
festo. Yet whfle Mrs Thatcher’s . . 
all went through, John Major , 
was unable to privatise the Post Office -despite 
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issue. But reviving peace will be 
' a priority. Blair would be at 
least as tough in demanding an 
/unequivocal ceasefire before 
admitting Sinn Fein to all party 
talks. But a landslide would 
deprive Ulster Unionists of 
their leverage to demand 
advance decommissionfog of 
terrorist weapons, even if they 
were overtly allied, as they may 
be, to a post-Major, pro- union 
Tory party. 

Europe: There may be a pro- 
Europe majority in the House 
of .Gammons even if Labour 
wins only by a handful of seats. 
Not only the Liberal Democ- 
rats but a significant pro-Euro- 
pean minority ofTbiy MPs, led 
by Kenneth Clarke, might well 
defy^tliree^ine whip and vote 
. with Labour to join a delayed 
or second- wave EMU. But it 
could be a close call, if Labour 
j& running a minority govern- 
ment. Theiryou can not be sure 
r that Labour Euro-soeptics will 
not. outnumber the Tory pro- 
Europeans. A large majority 
gives Blair more freedom to 
negotiate a deal at the inter- 
governmental conference in 
Amsterdam and it will make it 
much easier to get any EMU 
legislation through the 
Commons. 

Scottish devototkm: A land- 
slide would make it modi eas- 
ier to get legislation through 
the Commons. Anti-devolu- 
tion Labour MPs, such as Tam 
DalyeO, would have much less 
leverage to cause trouble. And 
Labour would be in a strong 
position to face down demands 
for the committee stage of its 
devolution Bills to be taken on 
the floor (ftiheHouse, Bat a 
landslide would also mean 
good pariiamentarymajorities for England ami 


backing from left to right in the Cabinet - Wiles alone. ParadfiricaJfy, that also 
because he couldn't be sure of a parliamentary aieady made solution, if Blair wanted to take 
majority- It for example, Tbny . Blair and : it for the West Lothian question: exclude Scot- 
Gordan Brown were to introduce far-ieadririg tifo MPs from voting on business which 


welfare reforms then ft . would be ashelpfui to. > applied only to England and Wales, 
them to have abig majority as ft was foLkwL . . There are c 


Geoige m his 
But that does not idea n 


certainly disadvantages tp a huge 
majority. Party discipline can be a casualty 
wfth a &ndriide; . eanitiybecauserebels can be heroes in safety: 
its, tad old. thegqveriunent may win the votes, but at the 
ways-or even that the chances offtifew," more 1 OTpesiSe. of an awkward squad which tours the 
pluralistic politics are out of thew a hdow . 'AIi. TV studios denouncing the leadership and 
the calculations are ttatfhe one member, one , damaging the party's/pcpularity. The larger the 
vote system of chooang canxfidaies, Blaids own \ y majurity t hemOTedompetition there is far min- 
l eaders bi p and the growth of p olitica teAa^r- isterialjobs- llusc^ breed frustration among 
tioa within the party will lead to one outcome: . - those who don’t; make it, so Blair would 
the bigger the majority, fixe, more almost certainly have 'bis new disciplinary 


Bhairites therewill tefopsodraineiit. Now let’s 
take four pofeotiafty difficult issues Hkdy to 
crop up in the first half cif a new pafoamenfc 
Proportioual representation: The conven- 
tional wisdom is that Labour- would be more 
likely to tack electoral reform ft it has a nar- 
row majority. Why change a system ft it • 
delivers spectacularly? But if may udt be so, 
simple. Fast, many MPs, finding themselves in . 
hitherto natural Tbiy lenitoiy, may wonder 
hpw long they can remimiMPs under the pre- 
sent systiimi ft tta tide tur^ : 

Labour secured a majority of more tban' 200 
but wfth less than 50 per cent of the Vote, the 
case fair PR would be suengthened and made 


-procedure put to the test On the other hand 
amply, being oh the winning side makes life 
more fulfilling for a backbencher be has 
much better access to Cabinet ministers and 
can get things done for his constituency. 

Margaret Thatcher could not possibly have 
got the poll tax through in the 1 987 pariiament 
if she tad not tad a big majority. However she 
forgot about the voters. So she won the battle 
and lost the war, by being unseated in 1990. 
r - But that also illustrates the most important 
point - that a healthy majority makes ft eas- 
ier for Blair to pot his own, rather than 
merely his party’s, stamp on the country. A 
1945 or 1906-style landslide Js, if not utterly 


a much more' respectable cause Jhr lbrie& impossible,' highly unlikely. But given where 
Douglas Hurd, to nam e but bne T his tongtaeu Labour is now, even a majority of 50 would be 
sympathetic. IL others followed, ft cbolq be a worthy ' of the term. And it would probably suit 
huge help to the reformers in securing a vote .“Blair almostas welL Robin Cook ran into flak 
for change in a referendum- t . ' .1‘ V for using the L weird last week. Francis Pym 
Northern Ireland: Hair is said to believe that went down in history for suggesting that it 
John Major ha^ squandered some of his weft would be a good thing if Mrs Thatcher did not 
deserved early success - though Labour hAs ■ win too large a majority in 1983. No prizes for 
been careful not. to play party politics withthe . guessing who did himself more damage. 


Four historic weeks in 


British racial history 


by Linda 
Bellos 


W ithin the space of 
a month, four 
important things 
have happened 
which could 
change the face of the politics of 
race in Britain. I use the term 
“politics of race” rather than 
“race relations” because I am 
not certain exactly what race 
relations are, or what the notion 
of relationships between “the 
races” means. The term speaks 
to me of oki ideas that black peo- 
ple and white people cannot live 
together without conflict, but 
since that notion does not accord 
wfth my own experience I am 
increasingly reluctant to use a 
term that is so redolent of racist 
ideology as to be a problem in its 
own right. (But there is a poli- 
tics of race in which, for exam- 
ple, liny governments can and 
probably mil try to use the “race 
card": where the ghetto and the 
“inner city” are codes for black 
people; where mugging is solely 
a crane committed by black men 
- or, more to the point, when a 
Commissioner of the Police can 
refer to muggingas black crime. 

February 1997 may go down 
in the serial and political history 
of Britain as the point in which 
the tide of misunderstanding 
and injustice began to be 
tamed. When Stephen Law- 
rence’s mother cried out in 
court for justice for her mur- 
dered son, her comments were 
noted, bnt largely dismissed 
outside of the black community. 
But one national newspaper, 
not renowned for its anti-racist 
took Mrs 
:’s side and accrued 
the men thought to have mur- 
dered Stephen on the front 
page. Whatever the motives of 
the Daily Mail it gave a positive 
message to blade people that 
the murder of a black person 
was seen to be as importan t as 
the murder of a white person. 
This was to many a monumen- 
tal departure from the norm. 

Previously we had seen mur- 
ders and mysterious deaths ig- 
nored or excused away: Joy 
Gardner, Whyne Douglas,Ibra- 
him Sey, Qinton McCurtrin, Shi- 
jeLapite. So when the Daft* Afatf 
sees the humanity of the Law- 
rence famify and makes an issue 
of justice for. that family it 
achieves much for race politics. 
Wfe must acknowledge that the 
killers have not (yet) been 
brought to justice; none the less 
an important step has been tak- 
en that makes the lives of black 
people in Britain a little safer. 

The second important event 
last month was the launch of the 
1997 Reith lecture, given by 
Professor Patricia J Williams. 
For the first time ablack person 
is giving the lectures, and her 
chosen subject is race. Her lan- 
guage is both scholarly and 
poetic. She speaks of her expe- 
rience as an African-American 
woman who is forced by the 
society in which she lives to con- 
sider herself black even when 
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Patricia Wfflams: It is rare to have a black person talking uranternuptecly about the reafitfes of racism Photograph: Peter Macdarrrod 


she would rather focus on her- 
self as a mother or a lawyer. It 
is rare to have a blade person 
talking uninterruptedly about 
the realities of racism, and 
doing so in a way that will cause 
an audience to take note. 

OK. there is the odd occasion 
when a black person is heard on 


tain. Perhaps the British media 
agrees with Melvin Bragg that 
there is no comparison to be 
made between the experience of 
black people in Britain and 
America. In my view it takes a 
particular kind of arrogance to as- 
sume that those who don't ex- 
perience either kind of racism can 


February 1997 may come to be 
seen as the point at which the 
tide of misunderstanding and 
injustice began to be turned 


radio or seen on TV. I have 
done so sometimes myself, but 
usually to comment on ques- 
tions set by someone who is 
frightened of speaking about 
race or is hostile to blade peo- 
ple. So, for example, there was 
a spate of commemaiy on 
Operation Eagle Eye and on 
the OJ Simpson trial: but there 
are few positive stories of black 
people in the media. 

Although the initial reception 
to Professor Williams was large- 
ly hostile, once listeners could 
hear her for themselves they 
could draw their own conclusions. 
What has been most interesting 
about the lectures is that they are 
being largely ignored in terms of 
the content. There is to be a Re- 
ith Discussion on 1 April but 
there has been Bttle other follow- 
up debate about the relevance of 
her views to contemporary Bri- 


comment on its effects. Still the 
Reith lectures are prestigious 
and provocative, this year's no less 
than any other, and it is a land- 
mark that the subject is race. 

The third event of signifi- 
cance is the publicity sur- 
rounding the demand for the 
return of the Benin Bronzes. 
For several years, the Africa 
Reparations Movement has 
been calling for their return and 
that of other stolen and dubi- 
ously acquired art and arte- 
facts from Africa. This year is 
the centenary of the sacking of 
the Oba of Benin's palace and 
the looting of his thrones and 
bronzes; and museums are wor- 
ried that they may have to give 
back things that they know to 
have been stolen. After Richard 
Gott wrote a lengthy account of 
the looting in The Independent, 
the following week Brian Sewell 


in London’s Evening Standard 
wrote in defence of hanging on 
to the treasures obtained by pil- 
lage and plunder. Within days 
I was able to reply, on behalf of 
The Africa Reparations Move- 
ment, and pul some of the case 
for the return of ali African art 
and artefacts. A real debate has 
begun about whether African 
an and heritage is best retained 
in Britain or where is was pro- 
duced and used. 

The final associated event 
was the discovery on the Ilfra- 
combe coast of’ the cargo of 
HMS London, which went 
aground in 1796. A local ama- 
teur archaeologist found hones 
and manacles, which supported 
accounts chat Africun slaves 
were on board when it sank. 
This finding may be the first of 
many such ships. It is probable 
that records have existed abnui 
sunken slave ships off the Liv- 
erpool and Bristol coasts, but 
these cities have tried so hard 
to ignore their past involvement 
with slavery' that they and local 
archaeologists have preferred 
to keep its history buried. 

The people of Ilfracombe 
and north Devon have been 
sympathetic and sensitive to this 


horrific find, and rather than act 
with shocked denial they have 
chosen to explore the past, how- 
ever unpleasant. The short-ienn 
consequences have been positive 
for Ilfracombe, the local people 
who found the remains and the 
local museum and archaeolo- 
gists. who have received atten- 
tion and publicity they could not 
e honed for. This i 


have I 


■ could be a 


lOpC 

model for the future. 

There is nothing to fear in 
looking at slavery. We seek noth- 
ing but the truth. And if. as we 
believe will be the case, Britain's 


role as a slave exploiting and 
icknc 


trading nation is acknowledged, 
perhaps we will all be able to live 
together in harmony. 

The lesson to he learnt from 
all these examples Is that there 
will be progress on the politics of 
race, such that it can be rendered 
redundant, only when black peo- 
ple are allowed to speak for our- 
selves and when we are listened 
to. When others, througb haired 
or guilt, seek to silence black 
people, race will continue to be 
an issue that divides. 


Panicia Williams's Rath lectures 
continue tonight on Radio 4 at 
S.J0pm. 





can be fatal 


I n Two instances, recently, 
public . servants have 
buried, out of sight in the 
bottom drawers oftheirdesks, 
information which, had it been 
shown ip. ministers and them, 
made public, might have pro- 
longed the life, or prevented 
the 4eath of their fellow dti- 
zensi The first snrfaced a fort- 
night ago when Nicholas 
Soames, the Armed. Forces 
Minut er, bad to explain the 
hushing op of the spraying of 
tasq pesticides over the tents 
of British troops during the 
Gulfwar. Then last Thursday, 
Douglas Hogg, Secretany of 
"State for Agriculture;’ was 
forced to make an emergency. , 
statement about the foSure of 
his. department to disclose that 
abattoirs were becoming, 
breeding grounds for ■ the 
deadly E cod and saJmoneUa 
organisms. 

Inahe fonnercase.il is pos- 
sible that medical treatmentof 
soldiers who served in the Gulf - 
anH who have since been sub- 
ject to"the mysterious, detail-. 



Andreas ? 
WtuttamSmith 


If a minister 


arrangements 
that turn out 


tatin g Gulf war' syndrome* 

would 


have been more effec- 


tive 


wjiwvjnwr— ? _sd been 
acknowledged earlier. And in 
the Tatter ease; it is; equally 

likely that some of the recent 
deaths from £ cod infection 
might have been avoided, if foe 
alarm tad been sounded .15 


to have put 
citizens’ lives 
at risk, then he 
must resign 


tsm into abattoirs in the exc- 
Teta.on their bodies. 

We need to understand why 
such dereliction of duty is tak- 
ing place in the government 
service. We have a measure of 
the gravity of the Ministry of 
Defence cover-up in the eval- 
uation of Richard Mot tram, 
the Permanent. Secretary. He 
told the Commons Defence 
Committee that during his 28- 
year Civil Service career, he 
could not remember a more 
serious failure in the system. It 
runs counter to the notion that 
generally civil servants are only 
too pleased to dump trouble- 
some files on the desks of their 
ilitical masters. Surely the 
rule in Whitehall is “pass 
the buck”. 

This is why 1^ wonder whether 
the crude explanation that the 
public servan ts concealed were 
simply covering up their errors 
tamrad re nrim antl nr dhmjssal 

can be die tall account. I suspect 
the denial goes deeper, with 
regard to the Gulf war, if the 
Surgeon General and his divi- 
siob with its 150 or so staff were 
to admit that they bad presided 
over a system in which the 
Amay haft in effect, poisoned its 
own troop, they wmild destiw 
for ewer their professional aea- 
ibQfty with themselves, with 
their colleagues and with their 
families and friends; for many 
tliis would be a far greater pun- ' 
ishment than anyoffidalpenai- 
ties they might incur. 


In the case of the Meat 
Hygiene Service, an offshoot of 
the Mmistiy of Agriculture, 
what happened is illustrated by 
comparing the un expurgated 
report on abattoirs with the 
sanitised version. The tmeen- 
sored text noted that, “Dirty 
animate arriving at the abattoir 
are a cause of further contam- 
ination: organisms, such as £ 
coli 0157 and salmonella, can 
be introduced into the plant on 
the slrms of dirty livestock.” 
The cleaned-up sentence 
reads: “The inspection teams 
were particularly concerned 
with carcass contamination 
from the skin and gastro- 
intestinal contents.” No refer- 
ence to the organisms^ - coli or 
salmonella here. 

Even so, why did dvil ser- 
vants not show the rewritten 
report to minist ers and cover 
their backs? The reason may be 
that, in effect, the inspection 
which preceded the writing of 
the report, when some 500 
abattoirs were visited, tad 
shown that Whitehall's recent 
reforms tad largely failed. Spo- 
radic carelessness was not the 
problem, but rather the very 
system foe Government had 

approved The new approach 
{•attend so much stress to ani- 
mals on tiie way to slaughter 
that diarrhoea was induced, 
and this made cross-contami- 

natian more likely- ft was the 

professional competence of 
public servants rather than poor 


procedures by abattoir staff 
which may have been the 
underlying issue. 

These suppositions may 
explain but they do not excuse. 
After all government is far 
from alone m confronting such 
difficulties. All businesses and 
organisations are vulnerable 
in the same way. Recent crim- 
inal trials show that mistreat- 
ment of children in care had 
been covered up for between 
10 and 20 years. In the com- 
mercial sector, the NatWest 
bank has just discovered undis- 
closed losses of £5 Dm, and Fen- 
gum Books twice that amount 
m its American operations. 

Moreover, there are well- 
understood methods of min- 
imising lax or false reporting. 
Many companies employ exec- 
utives whose only job is to 
police the activities of their col- 
leagues. In the City, these peo- 
ple work In what are called 
compliance departments. Out- 
side the City, commercial 
organisations have long used a 
species of executive called an 
Internal auditor for the same 
purpose. Ministers could make 
sure that wmilar solutions were 
applied to the problems within 
their departments. 

Except that government min- 
isters are as deeply involved in 
the techniques of avoiding 
blame as their dyfl servants. 

Tiny have p ro gi c agv'ely reduced 

the list of shortcomings for 
which they can be held person- 


ally responsible. For Mr Soames 
it comes down to just one: “If 1 
had wilfully or deliberately mis- 
led Parliament, of course 1 
would resign, but there is no sug- 
gestion of that, and it is quite 
dear the House accepts that.” 

Mr Hogg used the other 
main escape route - that the 
errors were committed by an 
agency of his department, 
rather than by those who report 
directly to him. As he said: 
"Policy is a matter for ministers. 
In this case, the implementa- 
tion of policy is a matter for the 
agency (the Meat Hygiene Ser- 
vice). I have total confidence in 
the chief executive.” 

The public service, foen, is 
poorly supervised. Ministers 
can get away with anything Not 
the least of the next govern- 
ment's tasks will be to regain 
control Rules of ministerial 
responsibility must be more 
tightly drawn so that if, like Mr 
Soames and Mr Hogg, a min- 
ister has accepted arrange- 
ments that turn out to have put 
citizens' lives at risk, then he or 
she must resign. There should- 
n’t really be any argument 
about that. One day, when the 
cares of politica] office are well 
behind them, I imagine that Mr 
Soames and Mr Hogg will 
come to realise, looking back 
on the last weeks of the present 
government, that their refusal 
to take personal responsibility 
for their departments’ foiling? 
was a dishonourable act. 
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euro turmoil 


Yvette Cooper 


The single European currency 
could face “unbearable strain” 
in its crucial “running in” 
period, the president of the 
European Monetary Institute 
warned yesterday. 

In a speech sure to be read 
by the financial markets as a 
fresh signal of a possible delay 
to European Monetary Union, 
Alexandre Lamfalussy said 
members must have properly 
met the required budget deficit 
targets in order to avoid such 
turmoil. 

Mr Lamfalussy, charged with 


live with the possibility of 
teething troubles during the 
crucial ‘running in' period, 
putting considerable strain on 
the strategy and the technical 
capabilities of the ECB. Such 
strain could become unbearable 
... if it were compounded by the 
consequences of initially weak 
budgetary positions in the mem- 
ber countries." 

With rumours of deLays to the 
EMU start date haunting the 
markets, analysts expected the 
president's remarks to trigger 
further jitters when trading 


preparing the ground for the 
future European Central Bank 
(ECB). said: “We will have to 


opened today, even though he 
also stressed the im Dorian ce of 


also stressed the importance of 
the singe currency for the Eu- 
ropean single market 
Alison Cottrell of Paine Web- 


Pound dives as 


inflation cheer 
allays rate fears 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


cent, the lowest since oil prices 
collapsed in 1986. 


Brighter news on the inflation 
front pushed the pound sharply 
lower yesterday, with analysts 
confident that there is no dan- 
ger of a rise in interest rates be- 
fore the general election. Prices 
charged by manufacturers at the 


The prices paid by manufac- 
irers for raw materials fell 0 J 


turers for raw materials fell 0J5 
percent during the month, tak- 
ing them to a level 6.6 per cent 
lower than a year earlier. The 
strength of the pound com- 
bined with a fall in dollar oil 


factory gate were flat last 
month, while a survey suggest- 


prices accounted for the drop. 
Food and metals costs rose. 


month, while a survey suggest- 
ed growth in high street sales 
was weaker than expected. 

Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, helped by 
saying he expected underlying 
inflation to reach its 25 percent 
target this year. But he added: 
“The question is not whether we 
will reach it but maintain it" 

Most City experts share the 
Bank's view that inflation will 
not stay on target for long, re- 
quiring a post-election increase 
in the cost of borrowing. Nev- 
ertheless. the pound lost more 
than three pfennigs to end at 
DM 17270, while the FTSE 100 
index rose just over 17 points to 
a record 4,437.4. 

“The figures will help Ken- 
neth Clarke in the monetary de- 
bate." said Andrew Cates, an 
economist at UBS. the invest- 
ment bank. The Chancellor 
and Mr George are due to 
hold what is likely to be their last 
monthly meeting on 10 April, 
and the Governor is still ex- 
pected to repeal his call for a 
small rise in base rates unless 
the economic picture changes 
dramatically before then. 

The level of prices at the fac- 
tory gate was unchanged in 
February, taking their year-on- 
year increase down to 1.3 per 


Food and metals costs rose. 

Separately, the British Retail 
Consortium's monthly survey 
showed that growth in the value 
of high street sales, on the 
same basis as last year, was 43 
per cent. This was lower than 
January and about the same as 
December. The BRC described 
it as healthy but steady growth. 

The impact of the exchange 
rate on prices on the high street 
showed most clearly in the Lon- 
don stores. For the second 
month running tourist demand 
was reported to be down. 

Growth in the value of food 
and drink sales was also weaker 
than previously. Intense com- 
petition between retailers 
meant lower import prices were 
passed on to consumers. 

But other areas, including 
clothing, housewares and carpet 
and furniture orders, showed a 
pick-up in sales growth. DIY 
and department stores also had 
a good February. 

"Incomes are rising, unem- 
ployment is falling and con- 
sumer confidence is very high. 
Yet we arc asked to believe that 
consumers are nervous about 
spending because of the elec- 
tion. That's not credible.” said 
David Hillier. an economist at 
BZW. predicting higher infla- 
tion later this year. 


ber said: “Anything which 
sounds vaguely pessimistic or 
cautious about EMU at (he mo- 
ment is interpreted by the mar- 
kets as implying a delay, even 
if that isn't the intention at alL" 

Between 1 January 1999, 
when member states entering 
EMU will lock their currencies, 
and 2002 when the new euro 
notes and coins are in full cir- 
culation, different currencies 
will continue to circulate in the 
EMU zone. Many people fear 
that during the transitional pe- 
riod if the markets do not have 
full confidence in the shape of 
the single currency, or in mem- 
ber states* whole-hearted com- 
mitment to EMU, they could 
wreak considerable damage by 
speculating between parallel 
currencies. This would put con- 
siderable pressure on the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank. 

Mr Lamfalussy, speaking at 
a forum in London organised by 
investment bank Robert Flem- 
ing and the London School of 
Economics, made it clear he 
thought that the ECB’s task 
would be even more difficult if 
countries entering the single 
currency did not have a strong 
and sustainable fiscal position. 

In his speech. Mr Lamfalussy 
said: “If fiscal positions are not 
initially under -control, there 
may be repercussions on the sin- 
gle currency from large deficits 
and adverse spillovers across 
borders affecting Monetary 
Union as a whole from lax fis- 
cal policies in individual mem- 
ber states.” 

The speech echoed recent 
concerns expressed by Hans 
Tietmeyer, president of the 
Bundesbank, that profligate fis- 
cal policy by governments with- 
in the euro-zone could scupper 
any attempt by an ECB, no mat- 
ter how independent, to main- 
tain a prudent economic policy. 

As London Business School 
Professor David Currie ex- 
plained in a recent research re- 
port on EMU: “If all countries 
were deeply in debt ... Euro- 
pean real interest rates could 
rise sharply. This would make 
it harder to finance investment 
and would worsen the prospects 
for growth.” 

However, one city analyst 
pointed out that such remarks 
were to be expected from Eu- 
ropean central bankers, who al- 
ways press the case for strict 
fiscal discipline and a strong cur- 
rency, fearing anything that 
could weaken the euro. 

Mr Lamfalussy spelt out what 
he thought the EMI's advice 
should be on the interpretation 
of the Maastricht convergence 
criteria. “The Treaty— estab- 
lishes two reference values that 
should not be exceeded: the o per 
cent deficit ceiling and the 60 per 
cent debt ceiling.... Deviations 
from the reference values should 
be granted sparingly." 
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Top flight: Mrs Wright is to switch roles from her current position as general counsel at the SEA . ‘Phonograph: John Voos 


Serious Fraud Office appoints 
SEA director to succeed Staple 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


Nomura directors’ heads roll 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 


Two managing directors of 
Nomura Securities resigned 
yesterday after suspicions last 
week that they carried out 
illegal trading and paid the 
profits to an extortionist. 

A Nomura spokesman said 
that resignations had been 
accepted from Shimpei Matsuki, 
the executive responsible for 
equity business, and Nobutaka 
Fujikura. m charge of manage- 
ment affaire. 

Last Thursday the company 


announced that two managing 
directors, whom it did not 
name, were suspected of ille- 
gally funnelling stock trading 
profits to a company linked to 
a racketeer. 

The top executives of Nom- 
ura, the world's biggest securi- 
ties company, will hold an 
emergency meeting today to 
discuss damage limitation mea- 
sures. Nomura’s chairman and 
president resigned yesterday 
from posts on the Japan Secu- 
rities Dealers' Association and 
the Federation of Economic Or- 
ganisations. The Federation’s 


chairman. Shoichiro Toyoda, 
said it was considering expelling 
Nomura from the organisation. 

Hidco Sakamaki, Nomura's 
chairman, has already hinted 
that he will resign at the end of 
this month. “I’m the only one 
who carries a business card 
with the title of chief executive 
officer,” he said. 

But present scandal is re- 
markably similar to one which 
toppled Mr Sakamaki's prede- 
cessor six years ago. In 1991, No- 
mura admitted' manipulating 
stocks, compensating clients for 
losses, and paving off gangsters. 


Rosalind Wright, the new director 
designate of the Serious Fraud 
Office, yesterday- pledged to ex- 
amine suggestions for using the 
civil law to tackle white collar 
crime and to seek ways of cutting 
the length of fraud trials. 

Speaking after the Attorney 
General. Sir Nicholas Lyell. 
named her as the £108.192 a year 
successor to the outgoing SFO 
director George Staple, Mrs 
Wright said the proposal for 
calling alleged fraudsters to ac- 
count in the civil courts - where 
there is a lower burden of proof 
and no jury - was already under 
consideration. 

Mrs Wright said she had 
begun to examine the issue at the 
Securities and Funires Authority, 
of which she is currently general 
counsel and an executive direc- 
tor. “It is something I had hoped 
to develop further." she said 

“We think this is probably the 
way things are moving,”’ she 
said adding that she would look 
at .American experience of using 
civil measures “with great 
interest". 

“Beleaguered" is how the 
SFO has come to be widely de- 
scribed in the wake of hs more 
high-profile difficulties, culmi- 
nating in the ruling out of a sec- 
ond Maxwell trial last year. 

Mrs WrighL a 54-year-old har- 


Appolnted, April 1992 
: Retiring, April 1997 


• 83 prosecutions brought 

• 186 individuals tried 

• 115 convictions 

• 71 acquittals 

• 62 per cent success rate 


Biggest successes: Polly Peck, BCCF 
Biggest failures: Maxwell, Guinness R, , 
Guinness IV, Brent Walker, Blue Arrow, 
Roger Levitt (convicted but not jailed) 


Guinness One defendants in 
1990 - an achievement itself 
denied by Saunders’ successful 
European Court of Human 
Rights daim earlier this year that 
he was denied a fair triaL * * 
While the BCCI trials un- 
doubtedly counted as big suc- 
cesses, theGuinness Hand IV 
trials and the outcomes in Blue 
Arrow, Brent Walker, Roger 
Levitt and Maxwell I spelt fail- 
ure in the public conscious- 


ness. Mr Justice Buckley put a 
stop to Maxwell H in forceful 
and pointed terms. 

Whs Wagfrt, whose appoint- 
ment had to be approved by 
Labour because of proximity to 
the election, said it was too ear- 
ly for a “ missi on statement” 
about her leadership of the 
agency. But she urged the pub- 
lic to have confidence in a sys- 
tem that had achieved a 63 per 
cent conviction rate since it be- 
gan operations in April 1988. Of 
a total of 349 defendants, 219 
bavebeeh convicted. At least one 
defendant, usually the principal 
offender, was convicted in 75 per 
cent of cases brought 

A number of convictions result 
from - guilty pleas, however, 
sometimes following the accep- 
tance of pleas to lesser charges 
than originally alleged' Mra 
Wright wall not want to preside 

over a repeatoftbe Roger Levitt 

affair where the defendant end- 
ed up with a token sentence. ’’ 


rister and mother of three growra- 
up children, will have an initial 
five-year contract to build on an 
already reasonable (though lit- 
tle noticed) conviction rale in the 
lower-profile cases whilst seek- 
ing to avoid more public relations 

disasters. 

She has built up senior expe- 
rience in an official organisation. 
Mis Wright was formerly head of 
Prosecutions at the SFA, and be- 
tween 19S3 and 1987 was the 
head of the fraud investigation 
group in the Director of Public 
Prosecutions Department, the 
SFCTs effective predecessor be- 
fore its creation in 1988. Mr Sta- 
ple had been a senior litigation 
partner with a City law firm be- 
fore he joined the SFO in 1991 

As general counsel to the 


Securities and Futures Authori- 
ty, she has been giving legal ad- 
vice and analysis internally and 
externally, and as executive di- 
rector she has devised and de- 
veloped SFA {note SFA here] 
strategy and policy with an 
emphaas on enforcement 

A product of St Paul’s Girls’ 
School and University College 
London, she practised as a bar- 
rister in the chambers of Morris 
finer QC before joining public 
service. 

No one was predicting yes- 
terday that life wfl) be anything 
other than difficult when she 
takes over her new role im 21 
ApriL A string of disappoint- 
ments followed the early eu- 
phoria of the conviction of 
Ernest Saunders and die other 


Howard Ford, managing duec- 

totof Cellnet, the UK’s second- 
largest mobilephone operator, 
yesterday resigned from his 
post with immediate effecL 

No explanation was given 
for the resignation, which bad 
come as a complete surprise to 
Cellnet employees, though the 
move follows growing criticism 
of the company’s performance 
in recent months. A Cellnet 
spokesman said: “Wfe have not 
been told what was behind this, 
or whether he resigned or was 
fired. You must draw your own 
conclusions." 

•- Last night- there were signs 
that BiitishTWecom. which has 
a 60 per cent stake m Cellnet, 
was moving to impose greater 
control on the network which it 
owns with Securicor, BT said 
Stafford Thyior, managing di- 
rector of its personal commu- 
nications division, would 
“involve himself more directly 
in the management of the busi- 
ness until a successor is ap- 
pointed". 

Cellnet said Simon Moffat, fi- 
nance director, would act as a 
temporary managing director. 
Mr Ford» the second senior ex- 
ecutive at Cellnet to leave over 
the past six months. Late last 
year Steve Rowley, marketing 
director, moved to another job. 
Mr Ford, aged 45, has run the 
company for less than three 
years, having moved from a 
senior post with the computer 
giant IBM. 

The resignation is the clear- 
est sign yet of turmoil within 
Cellnet after a series of poor 
' subscriber figures. Though the 
number of new customers join- 
ing the network has been en- 
couraging. a larger proportion 
of people have decided not to 
renew subscriptions to the net- 
work than with Vodafone, the 
market leader, or Orange. . 

Though Cellnet does not 
publish monthly subscription 
figures analysts suggested that 
its net new customers numbers 
rose by just 10,000 a month in 
January and February. .Orange’s 
net subscriber base expanded by 
! about 30,000. 

One reason appears to be 
Cellnet’s policy of offering at- 
tractive discounts for customers, 
in effect subsidising the price of 
telephone handsets. The strat- 
egy apparently backfired last 
year as consumers failed to use 
the service as much as antici- 
pated. The whole industry be- 
came gripped by a price war 
which hit the share prices of the 
two quoted stocks, Vodafone 
andOrange. 

'• James McCaffeity, a tele- 
communications analyst with 
stockbrokers Hoare Govett, 
said: "Their net connection fig- 
ures have been very disap- 
pointing this year. The problem 
has been aggfossivesubsdies to 
dealers. to sign up customers 
over Christmas 1995. These 
people have been leaving the 
network over the past few 
i months,” 

Another problem has been 
tiie need to switch existing cus- 
tpmers using the older ana- 
logue sendee to Cellnet’s 
expanding digital network, in 
which it is investing more than 
£3bn over the cexz five years. 
Cellnet recently signed up its 
miDionih digital subscriber, sec- 
ond only fcTVbdafone- But en- 
couraging these subscribers to 
stay with C ellnet has -meant of- 
fering more incentives. .. 

BT has made noisecret of its 
desire to boy oitfSefcuricor’s 40 
per cent stake in Cellnet and 
assume overall control The 
TBqve was blocked by the Gov- 
ernment in 19^5. 
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The Docklands Light Railway 
was yesterday taken over by a 
management buyout team with 
a pledge tQ improve ia poor 
levels of reliability and ait tax- 
paye**’ 5 ®pojt. for the net- 
work by £32m, write Michael 
Harrison. 

Docklands Railway lAaxL- 
agement, a consortium of sama . . 
DLR managers backed by the 
facilities management group 
Sereo, won the seven year fran- ■ 
chise in competition with a bid 
by the bus company Go Ahead 
mid VIA of France, .. ■ 

Jolm Gummm, the Environ- 
ment Secretary, said tbat the 


franchising of the DLR would 
meannnproved efficiency, re- 
of^^ tice 

Lest year the ?)LR, which car- 
ries 6I,OOOpasBengets aday, re- 
ceived grant aid of £21m. 

The btiycrutteam'wfll receive 
a fixed; annual fee to cover the 




Tdvennes and income from 
. commercial activities! Tfe fapH 
fee.wfli beentjf minimum ser- 
vrce leycfe mb not met and the 
uew operarois irill have to meet 
any shortfall ■ themselves, fit- 
vestoient of£45m is earmarked 
over die next seven years, 1 
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'Calls from the SFA 
and other City 
regulators for the 
burden of proof to 
be reversed so that 
responsible executives 
have to prove their 
lack of culpability look 
more and more like 
the right approach’ 


The buck should stop with senior executives 


\17here should and does the buck stop in 
VY organisations hit by catastrophic loss? 
There are two questions here, and the an* 
swers are often very different ones. After 
what is c l ai me d to be a thorough investiga- 
lion byCoopers & Lybrand and Lrnklaters 
and Paines, NatWest is about to take wbat 
is billed as “tough disciplinary action” 
.against those held accountable for its £50m 
loss on interest rate options. The m an directly 
responsible has already left and his imme- 
diate -superior has been suspended. Up to 
three. others are to be fired and perhaps as 
many' as half a'dozen shifted sideways into 
other! positions. 

The approach generally adopted in these 
exercises is to root out anyone with a finger- 
print on the episode -• that is to say riot just 
those who knew about what was going on but 
also those who negligently foiled to spot ft. 
The latter category is always the more dif- 
ficult one, for those responsible for control 
often have a reasonable excuse. In any case 
it is nearly always true that organisations 
where this- sort of thing happens have an 
endemic culture of poor. control and cava- 
lier practice for which the compliance 
department is not wholly responsible. Ulti- 
mate accountability for the management of 
an organisation should always lie with the 
top sian. 

So where to stop? It would jplainly be 
ridiculousio cafl in this case for the head of 
either Lord Alexander or Derek Wanless, 
chairman and chief executive respectively of 


NatWesL notwithstanding the embarrassing 
nature of their assurances only days before 
the losses were discovered about rock-solid 
controls in investment banking. But what 
about Martin Owen, chief executive of 
NatWest Markets? And if him, why not Lord 
Alexander and everybody else in the chain of 
command from top to bottom? 

These are difficult questions and it would 
perhaps be silly to generalise across the 
growing number of rogue trader incidents. 
All the same, calls from the SFA and other 
City regulators for the burden of proof in 
such matters to be reversed so that respon- 
sible executives have to prove their lack of 
culpability look more and more like the right 
approach. There was a howl of protest 
when the SFA first floated the idea as part 
of its response to the Barings collapse. 

Even so. the SFA seems determined to 
push through some kind of rule change in 
the near future. Other regulators should fol- 
low suit. The sooner City executives are 
made to realise that compliance and control 
are as important a part of their function as 
profits, market share and the size of their 
bonus, the better. 

Pain of the strong 
pound may ease soon 

A s the company results season gels into 
full swing, there will be no shortage of 
complaints about Lhe strength of Lhe pound. 


Psion is the latest, wamingvesicrday that the 
foci that it priced European sales in German 
marks would hit its sterling profits. 

For the lime being, exporters are taking 
the impact of the strong pound on margins 
rather than conceding market share. How 
long that goes on will depend on what hap- 
pens to the exchange rate during the next 
six months. The re "are two parts to this 
debate. One is the shifting prospects for the 
single currency and bow that will spill over 
into the semi-detached pound. The other is 
the outlook for the UK economy itself. They 
are tugging in different directions. 

lake the Euro first. Although the more 
thoughtful analysts now reckon that the mar- 
kets have taken the prospect of a delay too 
seriously, given that the chances of economic 
recovery in France and Germany are bright- 
ening. it is dear that the European curren- 
cies arc in for several bouts of turbulence 
between now and next spring when the key 
EMU decisions will be taken. As long as the 
pound looks more likely to stay out than join 
the first wave, these bouts will' tend to boost 
its exchange rate against the mark. 

However, the domestic economic situa- 
tion is likely to pull sterling in the other 
direction. There is short-tenn downward 
pressure anyway’ from the growing likelihood 
that Ken Clarke will resist Bank of England 
advice to raise borrowing costs - and might 
even, at an outside chance, cut interest rates 
in a final act of pre-election desperation. On 
a slightly longer term horizon, economists 


i now reckon that a Labour Government will 
! raise interest rates but not too much because 
it will have a tougher fiscal policy’. With US 
interest rates also likely to increase soon, the 
peak of the UK interest rale cycle should not 
be high and not too far away. Once the cur- 
rency markets can see iL they will price it in. 

Pul these two together, and what does iL 
mean for the pound six months from now? 
City forecasts range from DM2.60 to 
DM2.S5 - between a 5 per cent fall and a 5 
per cent rise. But with the oil price falling 
and Ken Clarke's monetary policy not all 
that tough compared to our European part- 
ners. the odds must be on a decline. Com- 
pany executives should sit tight, and put up 
with the pain a bit longer. 

A dangerous race 
for Ecclestone 

B emie Ecdestone's plans to float Formula 
One have sprung a premature leak and. 
rather like Damon Hill during the warm-up 
lap in Melbourne, he and his advisers have 
encountered a few technical difficulties. 

First off is the vexed question of what this 
business is really worth. Few industries are 
as secretive or as prone to intrigue as Grand 
Prix motor racing and Mr Ecdestone did not 
disappoint yesterday. No one is saying how 
much revenue the labyrinth of companies 
run under the Formula One banner bring in 
I and Mr Ecclestone, and his financial 


advisers, Salomon, have not yet even con- 
structed the vehicle that will float. 

Part of the problem is that the prospec- 
tus is still at least two months away and there 
is plenty of rubber yet to burn before For- 
mula One is in a presentable shape for 
investors. The back-of-envelopc calcula- 
tions being offered yesterday suggest that it 
could be worth something like £2.4bn based 
on present cash-flow and with everything 
thrown in including that Ecelesione-owned 
camera technology which gives armchair 
Michael Schumachers a driver s eye view of 
every hairpin. 

It probably does not matter that Mr 
Ecclestone owns neither race tracks nor race 
teams. Wbat he docs own arc the much 
more valuable TV rights and with pay-per- 
view around the corner, even £2.4bn could 
be a conservative valuation. The danger 
from his point of view is that by floating the 
business and exposing its true worth. Mr 
Ecclestone will encourage others to demand 
a bigger share of the cake. 

The commercialisation of football and 
rugby has already proved that sportsmen are 
as avaricious as the next. Three of the 12 
Formula One teams, including the preseat 
constructors champion Williams, are hold- 
ing out against the current revenue-sharing 
deal offered by Mr Ecclestone. It would only 
take a Rupert Murdoch to come along with 
a rival plan, the money and a vast television 
audience to shunt the whole flotation into 
the piL lane. 


A dispute over television rights could stop the planned $4bn flotation in its tracks, writes Chris Godsmark 



threatened by row 


Plans for a $4bn (£L5bn) flota- 
tion of Formula One, the. pro- 
motional empire built up by the 
spori’s undisputed kin g, Bentie 
Ecclestone, could foil to make 
the starting grid because of 
disagreements with three lead- 
ing teams ever the value of tele- 
vision rights. 

Salomon Brothers, the US in- 
vestment bank, oonfumedyesr , 
terday. that discussions were 
under way about a flotation 
which could value Mr Eccle- 
stone’s businesses at $4bn, 
based on anrearantf future rev- 
enue streams from . the global 
television coverage; The advis- 
ers are.aiming tOJist tire com- 
pany on the UK and US stock 
markets by the summer.-. 

However, sources dose to the 
deal- said the simmering xow 
over the percentage of lucrative 
television rights which flow to 
top teams had to be sorted put- 
before the flotation could go 
ahead. “Unless this situation is 
resolved, it could stop the float, ’ 
it’sns ample as that. It’s a very 
difficult situation.” 

Formula One is one of several 
Ecdestone companies con- 
nected with the sport and earns 
huge, though undisclosed, rev- " 
enues from the 16 yearly tele- 
vised races. Each grand prix is 
estimated to net an astonishing 
400 million television viewere 
world-wide, beaten only by the • 
; and World Qip, which 
r take place every four years, 
he dispute has brought Mr 
Ecdestone into conflict with 
Frank Williams, the enigmatic 
bead of the sporfskadmgteam. 
Alongside Benetton and Tyrrell, 
die Williams team has refused 
to sign the. CoBcorde Agree- 


ment, which divides up rights be- 
fweencaoslroctais. The sums in- 
volved have never been made 
- public, though another concern 
of Williams is thought to have 
been the question of who wfll 
Succeed Mr .Ecefostone, now 
a^ed 65, after he retires. “He 
may not look it, bat Beane's an 
Old age penskraer and you need 
. to know .who is taking over the 
helm," said the source. 

Fkjaling Formnla One would 
.salve the succession issue by 
putting a more developed man- 
agement team in place, bar the 
question of revenues from tele- 
vision rights has? so for proved 


6 Interactive 
digital TV could 
net the sport 
£600mayear 
in five years’ 
time 9 


other source dose to Salomon 
Brothers suggested the flotation 
could still go ahead without an 
agreement with Williams and 
the two other teams. 

Tire problem is made worse 
l^^dnanaticestimatesaffii- 
ture income firen digital pay-TV 
In Germany. Mr Ecdestone’s 
company has. already done a 
rights deal with the DF1 chan- 
nel which will enable viewers to 
selecttireir own camera angle 
from the cars, using equipment. 


which is manufactured by 
another Ecdestone company. 
Formula One Promotions. 

lhe prize, expected to be con- 
firmed later this year, will be a 
formal pay-per-view alliance 
with-BSkyB. It is predicted that 
. interactive digital TV could net 
the sport £600m a year in five 
years’ time. The more aggres- 
sive approach has already had 
one weil-publidsed casualty, as 
the BBC lost its grand prix 
coverage tights to ITV from the 
start of this season. The deal, 
which the BBC daimed had 
been sewn up without its knowl- 
edge,: increases annual rev- 
, .-ernes from UK terrestrial.TV 
. -fivefold,' froiki £3mto£l5m. 

• Even if the flotationJailSrtp. 
* make ft out of the pH lane, busi- 
ness consultants are already 
predicting a revolution in grand 
prix merchandising similar to 
that seen across Europe from 
top football dubs and driven by 
the expectation of hundreds of 
millions of pounds in revenues 
from digital pay-TV receipts. 
One possibility is that in the 
longer term several leading for- 
mula one teams could also seek 
a stock market listing, following 
the lead of Premier League 
football dubs. 

The Wflhams team, which has 
dominated formula one in the 
1990s with world champi- 
onships for NigeLMansel and, 
last year, Damon Hill, is work- 
ing with Andersen Consulting 
to examine ways to improve its 
profitability. Robert Baldock. 
Andersen’s partner advising 
Williams, declined to give de- 
tails of the advice but con- 
firmed that it was intended to 
raise revenues and exploit mar- 



Psion 

profits 

jump 

by 38% 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


A winning formula: Bemie Ecclestone (right) with Ferrari’s team manager, Jean Todt Photograph: Mike Cooper/Allsport 


keting value from the team's 
brand image. 

Surprisingly, although for- 
mula one has always been seen 
as one of the most commercial 
of sports, it has been slow to ex- 
ploit the merchandising possi- 
bilities of its brand. Mr Baldock 
explained: “Certain areas of 
formula one are completely 
underdeveloped. In the more 
general case of merchandising 
and the value of marketing the 
teams are well behind football 
dubs, which is strange given their 
popularity with the viewers.’' 

From this perspective, what 


is more surprising is why it has 
taken so long for Mr Ecclestone 
to realise the value in his own 
network of businesses. The 
flotation is the peak of a long 
career in which he has run a 
championship- winning grand 
prix team and elevated the 
sport to arguably the most 
watched in the world. 

Mr Ecclestone rose to fame 
on the wave of commercialism 
which gripped the sport during 
the 1970s after Lotus's decision 
to pul sponsors' names on the 
side of cars at the end of the 
1960s. He bought the now de- 


funct Brabham team, bringing 
world championships for Brazil- 
ian Nelson Piquet in 19SI and 
1983. But as money poured 
into grand prix racing Mr Ec- 
clestone realised the increasing 
importance of constructors to its 
long-term success, leading the 
Formula One Constructors As- 
sociation (Focal in a high pro- 
file dispute with the industry 
governing body, the FI A 
The expansion of his business 
interests, which indude Formula 
One, the Foca and Formula 
One Promotions based at Big- 
gin Hill Airport in Kent. Lx 


nothing new. Last year he 
bought Biggin Hill's historic 
West Camp, pan of the the for- 
mer World War If airbase. 
Bromley Borough Council is still 
waiting to hear what he intends 
to do with the land. 

His rise was more remarkable 
given that he had none of the 
aristocratic origins of other top 
team owners or drivers. The sou 
of a trawler captain, he began 
his career as a secondhand car 
dealer. Given his record since 
then, the betting must be that 
the flotation plans will make the 
chequered flag. 


Tory grills PI A chief over pensions mis-selling backlog 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The head of the pensions 

watchdog was attacked by a Tray 
MP yesterday over the failure 
to speed up the backlog of 
558,000 claims for alleged mis- 
selling of private pensions. 

Joe Palmer, chairman for 
the Personal Investment Au- 
thority, was given a griffing by 
Ouentin Davies, a senior Tiny 


member of die Commons Trea- 
sury select committee, which is 
expected to lead to a highly crit- 
ical report. ■ 

Collett Bowe, chief executive 
of the PIA, "said the board had 
confidence in Mr Palmer’s 
chairmanship, whose appoint- 
ment was criticised by the com- 
mittee two years: ago. " 

But Mr Davies said he was 
“astonished’' by the PIAs fail- 
ure to make more progress. His 


criticism could undermine the 
Government's efforts to put 
Labour on the defensive in the 
Commons on Thursday with a 
full-scale debate on Social Se- 
curity Secretary Peter Ulley’s 
plans for privatising the state 
pension system. 

Sir Andrew Large, head of 
the Securities and Investments 
Board, was summoned last 
week by Angela Knight, a Trea- 
sury minister, to the Treasury to 


be told to end the “foot-drag- 
ging” over the payment of com- 
pensation to those who were 
wrongly advised to take out pri- 
vate pensions in the 19SUs. 

Ms Knight is reported to 
have warned that criminal 
charges could be laid against 
some of those responsible for 
mis-selling pensions. 

But Ms Bowe indicated that 
prosecutions were not the pri- 
ority. She said under [he law. 


they had to find "proof of guilty 
intent or recklessness" to pros- 
ecute. “Our entire effort is fo- 
cused on what for us as an 
investment protection agency is 
the bottom One." 

Ms Bowe. a former govern- 
ment chief press officer at the 
DTI , told the committee the to- 
tal number of cases for review 
was over 558.000 of which 
478.000 were in priority cate- 
gories set by the Securities In- 


vestment Board. She told Mr 
Davies that until the review was 
complete, she could not say how 
many cases of mis-selling had 
happened. But she said 37,000 
cases had been completed, of 
which 11,000 had led to redress. 
In a total of 7.000 cases, com- 
pensation had been accepted. A 
total of £80m had been offered 
in compensation and £61m had 
been paid 

The committee two years ago 


attacked the appointment of Mr 
PaJmer. a former head of the 
Legal <& General, for a possible 
conflict of interests. 

Mr Palmer defended his ap- 
pointment. in spile of the dis- 
closure - read out in the 
committee - by the independent 
that Legal & General was 
among the "worst offenders" of 
insurance companies,,, with a 
long backlog of claims for mis- 
selling. 


David Potter was back at the 
helm at Psion yesterday, pre- 
senting a 38 per cent jump in 
pre-tax profits from the hand- 
held computer maker only 
three months after a heart 
operation threatened to end the 
chairman's entrepreneurial 
career. 

Despite another set of solid 
figures, and the return to health 
of the company's founder and 
driving force. Psion's shares, 
which have risen more than 
twentyfold in the past four 
years, tumbled 24p to 408.5p 
after the company disappoint- 
ed dealers by refusing to name 
the large electronics companies 
it says ii is lining up to licence 
its unique operating system. 

The decision to licence out its 
software was taken last year after 
Psion realised it was too small 
in the context of the global in- 
formation technology market to 
go it alone. Although the com- 
pany plans to remain a manu- 
facturer of computer hardware. 
Mr Ifotter admirted that licen- 
sing royalties would become a 
significant contributor to group 
profits within a couple of years. 

The fall in the share price was 
also driven by worries over the 
effect of the strong pound on 
profits this war and by concerns 
about the impact of Microsoft 
Windows CE. a version of Win- 
dows 95 which the US software 
giant has developed for hand- 
held computers. 

Mr Potter dismissed the 
threat from Microsoft, saying 
that reviews of the rival oper- 
ating system had been poor in 
America. He said he was con- 
fident that Windows CE would 
expand the market for handheld 
computers and added that be 
was satisfied that Psion’s 
technology was sufficiently 
advanced for the company to 
benefit from that larger market. 

Looking ahead, Mr Potter 
said Psion planned to launch 
two products this year using a 
new 32-bil technology that it 
had developed out of the less 
powerful 16-bit technology that 
drives its Series 3 and Siena 
palmtop computers. The new 
generation of products is likely 
to include smartphones and 
other devices that merge com- 
puting and telecommunications 
disciplines. 
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Comfortable ? There’s now up to 52" seat pitch on our Airbus aircraft, and our Boeing 777s boast one of the most advanced seats in the sky. 
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IMI spree 
to continue 



as profits 
leap ahead 


Clifford German 


IMI. the specialist engineering, 
fluid power and building prod- 
ucts group, said yesterday \l 
planned to continue last year’s 


spending spree this year, adding 
to the £239m it 


; shelled out on 

acquisitions in 1996. News of the 
ambitious spending plans ac- 
companied a leap in profits to 
a record £ 161.1m. almost 
double lasL year's figure. 

According to finance director 
Alan Emson, last year’s main 
acquisition, the £134ro pur- 
chase of German thermostatic 
radiator valve manufacturer 
Heimeier. made a strong first 
time contribution, chipping in 
£S0m and £2QJm to sales and 
operating profits in its first full- 
year of ownership. 

“Heimeier had a terrific year 
and is on track to deliver the 
growth envisaged at the time of 
the deal. The German building 
market has been sluggish, but 
the acquisition of Heimeier has 
given us the opportunity to 
seek out fresh continental mar- 
kets,” Mr Emson continued. 

IMTs profits excluding ex- 
ceptional items rose 30 per 
cent to a record £137 Jm last 
year, although this was no more 
than analysis had expected. But 
a sharp swing in exceptional 


items from a charge of £19m (o 
a contribution of £23.6m. 
helped virtually double the pre- 
tax profit to £161. lm. 

Excqptionals included a prof- 
it of £70m on the loss-making 
titanium businesses which were 
swapped for a 38 per cent stake 
to Timet, most of which was sold 
in June. They were balanced by 
provisions including a £25 m 
write-off on Yorkshire Alloys 
which will close in May 1997. 

The accounts use "average 
exchange rate for the year 
which limited the adverse im- 
pact of the strong pound in the 
second half to just £lm. The 
chairman Sir Eric {fountain put 
a confident gloss on the results 
and future prospects, and the 
shares rose 18Jp to 3SJL5p. 
Most of the improvement in op- 
erating profits came from the re- 
structuring of the businesses. 

Heimeier has easily shrugged 
off the woes affecting much of 
the German economy. It has al- 
ready begun to benefit from 
IMTs existing outlets and the 
weakening of the German mark 
in the second half of 1996. Con- 
tinuing operations, however, 
made £1 18 -2m, an increase of 3 
per cent on an unchanged 
turnover. In -the UK, water- 
heating suffered from the low 
level of housebuilding but air 



Sir Eric Pountain: Confident in IMl's future prospects as annual profits almost doubled 


conditioning activities continued 
to benefit from the wanning 
climate and overall margins in 
the division were 50 per cent 
higher than in 1995. 

Profits from Drinks Dispense, 
which makes soft drink mixers 
and beer dispensers for pubs 


and restaurants, slipped to 
£33.Sm and Fluid Power barely 
held its own at £30.4m, reflect- 
ing weaker continental sales. 

The acquisition of Mosier in 
the US made a contribution but 
the acquisition ’of ISI Automa- 
tion for £S0m came too late to 


have any effect on profits. Spe- 
cial engineering division made 
£15m, an increase of 8 per 
cent, although Yorkshire Alloys 
which makes special tubes for 
export markets, was badly hit by 
the strong pound and made a 
loss of £2m. 


In Brief 


Chairman bids for Ipeco shares 


Ipeco has received a bid approach from its chairman, Chris John- 
son. for the 32 per cent of the shares not already owned by him 
and his family interests. The proposal would value each outstanding 
share at 90p and the whole of Ipeco at £24.S6m. Additionally, 
shareholders would be entitled to receive a final dividend of 23p 
net for 1996. 


Reshuffle at CIA Group 


CIA Group is restructuring and strengthening its board. The cur- 
rently combined role of chairman and chief executive officer is 


being split and the non-executive board representation has been 
strengthened. Chris Ingram, founder of CIA and until now chair- 
man and chief executive, becomes executive chairman. David Reich, 
chairman of the group's European operations and a main board 
director, becomes chief executive. Michael Mander and Andrew 
Seth are joining the board as non-executive directors. 


Spirax ahead in tough trading 


Spirax-Sarco Engineering reported a 9 per cent increase to £47. lm 
in pre-tax profits for 1996. The dividend is being raised by 12 per 
cent to 14.8p. Cluis Tappin, c hairman, said the profits improvement 
was achieved despite trading conditions being generally less 
favourable than last year. Group turnover in 1996 was £272. Om, 
up 8 per cent the previous year. Business levels have continued 
to grow since the end of 1996, although the strength of sterling 
continues to affect profits, nearly three-quarters of which are earned 


overseas. 


Profits up at Premier Oil 


Premier Oil’s profits before tax advanced from £35 .6m to £68-5m 
in 1996, a result that was accompanied by a 10 per cent dividend 
increase to0.55p. Capital expenditure in the year was £52_5m. of 
which £34.6m was spent on exploration and £l7.9m on develop- 
ment. Acquisition costs of assets in Indonesia. Australia and Pak- 
istan totalled £1 14.6m, of which £79. lm was funded from cash and 
£35 jm from additional borrowing. For this year, the company plans 
a drilling programme of 25-30 wells in eight countries. 


Intrum Justitia looks to expand 


Intrum Justitia's full year pre-tax profits rose from £ 15.6m to £16.8 m. 
Dividend is 4.1p, up from 3.6p. Bo Goranson. chairman of the fi- 
nancial company, said: “We have had a good year and we intend 
to build on this through farther organic growth. We will contin- 
ue to look at acquisitions and expanson into new markets.” Turnover 
last year rose 20 per cent to £104m, but Lars Rohwer, chief ex- 
ecutive. said the rise in sterling towards the end of the year could 
affect the results in 1997 if the pound stayed at these levels. 


Candover sees no slowdown 


Candover Investments said frill year pre-tax profits increased from 
£6 .56m to £7.45m. Net asset value at the end of 1996 was 635p 
per share, up from 464p a year ago. Roger Brooke, chairman, 
said there were no signs that activity was slowing down and the 
results of a recent research project it carried out indicated that 
62 per cent of the largest 500 UK companies would make a dis- 
posal within the next five years. “We continue to see interesting 
opportunities, particularly as large groups disposing of divisions, 
now as a matter of course, approach financial buyers such as our- 
selves as well as potential trade purchasers." he said. 


A&L plays ace with 2% 
discount in card war 


Steve Lodge 


Alliance & Leicester, the bund- 
ing society due to become a 
bank next month, will this week 
launch what is thought to be 
Britain's first “cash-back" credit 
can! . 

Instead of holders earning 
points - as is the case with sev- 
eral other cards - Money Back 
cardholders will get cash rebates 
worth up to 2 per cent of what 
they spend. The move is a sig- 
nificant attack on the already 
competitive credit card market 
and competitors warned that the 
A&L will find it difficult to 
make the card profitable. 

The deal looks particularly 
attractive to the half of all 
credit card users who pay off 
their bills in fall every month be- 
cause it will in effect give them 
a discount on their purchases. 

Money Back is free - it has 
no annual fee - and has the 


usual interest-free 
rowers are charged a competi- 
tive interest rate of 17.9 per 
cent, with a rate of 12.9 per cent 
on debts transferred from oth- 
er cards. 

A competitor said: “You can’t, 
tail to say it’s a good deal -r [for 
users who pay off their bifisjlt’s, 
something for notifing/' . ; ’ 

The rebate rraght be worth 
£43 for a typical card bolder 
spending just ewer £3,500 in 
total this year and £106 for 
someone spending £6,800. The 
rebate is 0.5 per cent forspend- • 
mg up £3,000 a year, 1 per cent 
for spending above this first 
£3.000. But for 1997 the rebates 
are double. 

A&L said it had chosen this 
type of card because it had to 
do “something different’’ to 
compete and because its re- 
search said cardholders were 
“tired of gimmicks" such as 
points schemes. But competitors 


■ said the danger was the cards at- 
tra«ed-Tdb~ many people who 
pay paid their bill in fulL 
A&L said it hoped to make 
money through attracting peo- 
ple who borrow on their cards 
. and. also because it expected 
higher than average usage. 

'Although users will not pay 
’ an hrmdal fee and many will pay 
no interest, card-issuers still 
earn commissions from shops 
and other merchants who take 
. cards. This commission is worth 
1.7 per cqnt of the value of a 
transaction,, of which the issuer 
normally fefets 1 per cent and the 
bank administering the pay- 
ment of vouchers gets 0.7 per 
cent. A&L is one of these ad- 
ministrators, called merchant 
uirers. 

e past year has seen in- 


acqmi 


creasing competition and frag- 
of tl 


mentation of the credit card 
market, with an estimated 120 
new cards launched. 


Wassail to 
hand back 
£150m 


Magnus Grimond 


CAR INSURANCE 
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Wassail shares jumped 22p to 
376p yesterday after the bottle 
lops to luggage conglomerate 
announced plans to repay 
£150rr! Jo shareholders alongside 
the demerger of its US copper 
wire business. General Cable. 

Investors will receive around 
76p a share from (he special pay- 
ment which has been structured 
by SBC Warburg, the merchant 
bank, as a capital consolidation 
along the same lines as similar 
deals for Yorkshire Witer and 
Southern Electricity. 

Chris Miller, Wassail chief ex- 
ecutive. hailed the move as 
blazing a new trail for con- 
glomerates. “We can’t set out to 
copy a Hanson or a BTR, or 
even a Williams or a Tomkins.” 
he said. Wassail wanted to set 
out a different strategic vision 
for conglomerates. 

However. Mr Miller said the 
group did not want to be put in 
a “straitj acket” of haring to do 
similar deals every three years 
or with every acquisition. “But 
we will where we can create 
value for shareholders." 

The payout will be made 
from the proceeds of the ex- 
pected S75Um US notation of up 
to 70 per cent of General Cable 
in May. Mr Miller said the ex- 
pected $59Um net proceeds of 
the initial public offering would 
leave the group with around 
£I90m, even after handing back 
£l50m to shareholders. 

Yesterday s news came as 
Wassail unveiled a dip in pre- 
tax profits from £57.5m to 
£53.1m for the year to Decem- 
ber. Stripping out copper losses 
and exceptional items, profits 
rose 30 percent to £65.9m. Div- 
idends for 1996 rise 29 per 
cent to 7. Ip, after a final of 5p. 


Fairey faces up to 
Burnfield costs 


Fairey. the Surrey-based engi- 
neering group, admitted yes- 
terday ihar the acquisition of 
Burnfield just before Christmas 
would only be earnings-neutral 
in 1997, writes Tom Stevenson. 

John ftudter. chief executive, 
said reversing Burnfield's pre- 
vious policy of capitalising its 
research and development ex- 
penditure and the cost of ser- 
vicing higher than expected 
debts within the company 
would affect trading profits 
this year. 

Fairey benefited from a 
string of acquisitions last year, 
of which the hostile lilt at 
Burnfield was the latest. These 
transformed flat underlying 
operating profits into a 29 per 
cent profits before lax increase 
for the year to December. Mr 
Poulter said the companies it 


bought in 1996 had settled in 
well and would strengthen 
Fairey this year. 

Burnfield's two trading busi- 
nesses. Malvern and Beta, were 
still intrinsically good busi- 
nesses. according to Mr Pooi- 
ter. “We have not been at all 
disappointed with what we 
found," he said. 

Profits before tax jumped 
29 per cent to £44m (£34-2m) 
on sales 26 per cent higher at 
£246. 6m after contributions to- 
talling almost £10cn from two 
electronics division acquisi- 
tions. Particle Measuring Sys- 
tems and Fusion, disguised 
slow growth from existing op- 
erations. 

After a 17 per cent rise in 
earnings per share to 32p. a fi- 
nal dividend of &15p made a to- 
tal for the year of 9p. 
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The Investment Column 

/ edited by Towr Stevenson 



The magic of Jim Leog, worth 
30p on the price of Laporte 
shares when his appointment' 
as chief executive was an- 
nounced 18 months ago, is at 
last starting to have some ef- 
fect. There have been mo- 
ments when the man credited 
with revitalising Dundee paper 
and packaging group Low & 
Bonar looked like having the. 
reverse effect. In a brutal 
kitchen-sink operation, Mr 
Leng wiped over a fifth off the 
share price after unveiling a 
profits wanting within months ; 
of his arrival and then pro- 
ceeded to ruthlessly clear out 
the old guard at the top of the. 
chemicals group. - - 
That something needed to 
be done is reflected in the fact 
that the shares have under- 
performed the rest of the mar- 
ket by over a third in the last 
five years. Yesterday’s figures 
for 1996, the first fall year with 
Mr Leng at the helm, are 
complicated by the huge 
changes he has wrought. The 
pre-tax profit jump from 
£24-5m to £78.7m is after huge 


stfllleave : interest cover aj a 
comfortable seven 7 to eight , 
times. Purchases aro likely to 
come this year, but he is wisely 
-emphasising the primacy of 
shareholder valufc. : 

The CBy will waatto see that 
applied to the existing opera- 
tions first Underiying margins 
rosefrom 11-8 to lZ9percent. 
with £7in of the promised 
£L0m of cost savings Kicking in 
so far, but there is dea rfy 
more io go for. ' Kleinwort. 
Benson’s forecast af£L35m, in? 
duffin g an. £8m currency hit, 
wouldput the shares, up 265p 
at 695p, on a forward multiple 
of 14. Worth holding on. 


Psion calls fin: 
le^p of faith 


exceptional provisions of 
£88.7m 


i in 1995, mainly for re- , 
structuring, and another 
£48-3m last year, when, the 
focus shifted to removing 
some of the underperforming . 
pints of tire portfolio. 

In the space of 15 months, 
Mr Leng has axed or sold a 
third of toe group’s operating 
sites, raising £l65m in the 
process. Given that the busi- 
nesses were generating only 9 

per cent ofsale8.it is perhaps 


hardly surprising that the re- 
turn from the res 


resulting cadi 
equals the flnnnaHsgrf profits 
foregpne. 

Bu tit goes a longway to ex- 
plaining why a fresh eye can 
work wonders at a tired busi- 
ness. Laporte tod become 
hooked on acquisitions: last 
year was the firtt in 16 that it 
had not bought anything, after 
picking up 140 businesses since 
1980. Gearing of 62 per cent 
has been wiped out and the 
company boasts net cash of 
£13m. 

' There is not much-more to 
dear oat, but Laporte is talk- 
ing to interested parties about 
the rump of the sealants and 
adhesives businesses in the 
US, which analysts reckon 
could fetch above £50m. The. 
remaining odds and sods, in- . 
dueling industrial materials^ 
could pull in another £20m. 

Mr Leng reckons £300m to 
£400m of acquisitions would 


Yesterday's slide in Psion’s 
share price was aprettygrudg- 
ing reaction to yet another 
spatkfing set of figures from 
the. hand-held computer 
maker and the welcome return 
of David Potter to the com- 
pany's helm. Although the 
parly line was that the fcompany 
bad been lefr in capable hands 
during hB convalescence from 
heart singery, it is hud to 
escape the conclusion that 
Psion without its founder 
would have been a touch Jess 
valuable proposition than it k 
with him back in charge. T 
. Under his visionazy com- 
mand, Prion has been aoag- 
nificent investment .since' a 
profits hiccup sent the shares 
tumbling in 1992.- Since then 


they have risen more than 20- 

fold as profits have risenwrtb- 
GUt fall every six months. 
Yesterday’s full-year numbers 
were no exception with prof- 
its urran impressive 38 per cent 
in-1996.; ■' ' 

• Valuing any company re- 
quires some pretty heroic as- 
sumptions about future trends, 
but with a company operating 
in Psion’s cutting-edgi markets 

forecasts are more than usually 
fingcr-in-th e-air. Twenty years 

ngtt few of us had even seen a 
computer, let alone used one; 
now they are as familiar as the 
telephone. Not even some- 
one as bright and far-sighted 
as Mr Potter can have a due 
what the next 20 years bold -■ 
That makes an investment m 
priqna leap of faith in the abil- 
ity of MrPotterand his team 
to read trends quickly and 


adapt the company appropri- 
dy. The decision to license 


ate 


au*ij. — ■ — 

out the company's unique op- 
erating system ts an example 
of the- sort of flexibility re- 
quired if on is to stay a head . 
It is a fiercely competitive 
market and the threat from the 
ittrefi of Microsoft: and the 
Japanese is daunting. 

with so much uncertainty, 
using traditional valuation 
yardsticks is unlikely to be 
very meaningful, but it is a 
start On the basis of forecast 
profits' this year of £24m and 
earnings per share of 21p, the 
shares trade on a prospective 

* - fg-’-t- 1(1 CAr 4 fif W 



pound rate Of 40 per i 

years that seems good value. 


Laporte : At a glance 



Polypipe’s window of opportunity 


Polypipe has a problem. Its 
core business, plastic pipes 
and fittings, is not only mature 
but in some areas, such as land 
drainage and road construc- 
tion, sales are dedining by 
about 10 per ceuLThe patchy 
state of the housing market is 
another cause for concern, as 
is Polypipe’s inability to raise 
prices charged to builders’ 

mer chants and hundr eds nf in- 
dependent DIY outlets. - . 

One solution is to expand 
geographically by acquisition. 
France now makes up almost 
12 per cent of Polypipe’s 
turnover, and more deals on 
the Continent are in the 
pipeline given the ungeared 
balance sheet. But how robust 
the continental capital goods 


market will be ashard currency 
countrieswhip themselves into 
shape ahead for the single 
European currency is any- 
body's guess. 

New product ranges are 
also being developed, notably 
windows, to keep. Polypipe’s 
impressive 11-year record of 
unbroken profits growth intact, 
bribe first half pro-tax income 
rose by 16 per cent to £113m 
oh sales from continuing op- 
erations 8 per cent ahead at 
£93.1m. 

Kerin McDonald, the chair- 
man and managing director 
who owns IS percent of the 
rirares^ reckons windows could 
be Polypipe’s main business 
within twoyears. But much 
rides on a sustained improve- 


ment m the maintenance a nd 
refurbishment markets, of 
which there » little sign. ' 

There is plenty to go for - 
Premier has only 6 percent of 
a growing market - but in- 
vestors should be wary of ma- 
ture companies winch try to 
ie-invent themselves. 

>". In the meautiniestable raw 
material prices, tight cost con- 
trols ana investment in plant 
and machinery should ensure 
fall-year profits move ahead 
again to about £33m (£2S5m). 

That puts-' the high-flying 
shares, down 14 .Sp at 2405p, 
on a prospective pfe ratio of IL 
Not demanding, but given the 
uncertainty ahead and a dou-* 
blrng in the price over two 
years. High enough. *’ .. . •; - " ' 


Surge in homes market opens 
door to 96% rise at Persimmon 


Patrick Tooher 


Persimmon, Britain’s third- 
Iargest housebuilder, yesterday 
painted a bright picture of 
prospects for the' housing mar- 
ket across Britain, depute recent 


Mr Davidson was also sah-. 
game about the project of a: 
.new Labour government, on 
the housing market; “There 
niay be a couple of quiet weeks 
immediately preceding and af- 
- ter thp OPnpml . Ink. 


bfi^ed increased tiiesize of Per- 
simmon’s land bank from 


23,60Oplotsto 27^030 -enough 
to meet the 


mixed signals from leading 
mortgage lend* 


lets. "Ws remain 
very confident of the long-term 
future potential for house- 
building,” said Duncan David- 
son, chairman. 

“We anticipate that in due 
course the better trading con- 
ditions which we are experi- 
encing in South-east England 
will spread to all our 16 oper- 
ating companies across the 
UK." Average house prices 
should rise by 7 per cent to 
£80,000 this year, Mr Davidson 
added. 

His forecast is in line with that 
of Halifax Building Society, 
which last week reported sharp 
fluctuations month to mouth in 
the price of new housing. Both 

Halifax ajod Nationwide said av- 
erage house prices rose in Feb- 
ruary after falling in January. 


ter the general election, but 
overallldon’t 


lutrements 
fyeais. 


grog’s bidding re- 
fer the next four to 


1 think any change 

of government wiU deter buy- 
ers from entering tire market.’ 3 

Mr Davidson’s, comments 
came aS Per simm on report e d ^ 
96 percent rise in pre-tarpibf- 
its before exceptional items fo 
£363m for the year to Decem- 
ber. The improvement , was 
helped by the first-time inclu- 
sion of Ideal Homes, bought 
/from' Trafalgar Blouse a year ago 
for £l77m, which contributed 
sales of £164m. 

.Mr Davidson said Ideal 
Homes had been immediately 
.integrated into JtetsntHnoh and 
the benefits were alreadybefrur 
■ realised. : 

A £3 Jim chaige was taken to' 
«wer the costof dosing Meal’s 
head office and six subsidiaries 
as well as rebranding ah its sites. 

The Ideal Homes .deal, also 


gun 
five 

n 

. — "t-" -T^^ j niuya 

in .three- and four-bedroom if 
houses, expects theiuimber of \ 1 

cotnpIetidB&tias y^ir to rise by 
about 10 per cat to 6.600 


yocr on&ctc* brokerage 

FOR THE WOKEB’S^UrCREX, 
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Stripping" mil Ideal Homes, 
turnover rase from £249m to 
£287m. lE^iungs per share be- 
fore pnehOif "itet* advanced 
by two-thirds The dw- 
idend was ‘ 
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Investors refuse to be deterred by the party-poopers 


Share spotlight 





strident chorus proclaiming 
equities are riding their hide 
and the inevitable crash - or, 
perhaps, correction - is about 
to hit the stock market. - 
Footsie rose 17.1 points to 
4 , 432 . 4 in admittedly slack vol- 
ume.. Perhaps more signifi- 
cantly the supporting FTSE 
250 index also managed to 
embrace a new high gaming 
15.4 to 4 , 729 . 2 . 


run-op to an election, has been advantage, 
remarkable; The prospects of Financials which had led 
acha^ofgovenunentbave, the scamper to new high 
so far, been Blissfully ignored. . ground seemed to have lost 
Although the Conservative- their strength. But the feared 
Labour policy gap has never financial crack, which could 
been so narrow; there must be have ended the market’s exu- 
a real possibility foreign in- berance, has failed to maieri- 
vestors win be nm ragged by alise. Indeed some of the less 
the sight of Labour politicians favoured sectors seem to have 
striding along the corridors of taken up the running, 
power. Glaxo Wellcome was one of 

: Calculations by some lead- . the best-pe rfo r m ing blue drips, 
ing oreiseas investment houses reaching a peak of l, 1175 p 


suggest there could be a dra- 
matic fall-out bom foreign 
unease with overseas 
favourites coming under in- 
tense pressure. 

But many strategists are 
happy to ignore the prospect, 
which ever party wins power, 
of higher interest rates, and 
economic uncertainty. 

It is generally accepted that 
sterling could come under at- 
tack if Labour arrives at No. 10 
but then, in terms of company 
profits, any decline could be an 
advantage. 

financials which had led 
the scamper to new high 
ground seemed to have lost 
their strength. But the feared 
financial crack, which could 
have ended the market’s exu- 
berance, has foiled to materi- 
alise. Indeed some of the less 
favoured sectors seem to have 
taken up the running. 

Glaxo Wellcome was one of 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


with a 29 p gain. Powerful US 
investment support was behind 
the gain. Smith Barney was arte 
of the US securities bouses ad- 
vocating the merits of the 
UK’s largest drug company. 

It was a beady day for new 
issues. Ushers of Trowbridge, 
the brewing group found its 
second attempt at market life 
pleasantly agreeable with the 
shares moving to 123 - 5 p from 
a 11 Op placing. Dobbies Gar- 
den Centres did even better, 
romping to 265 p from a 200 p 
plant 

Greenalls, the former 
brewer now concentrating on 
retailing and wholesaling, 
dipped 8 p to 548 p as trusts 
linked to the Greeoail family 


unloaded 13 million shares. 
The family, which a few years 
ago controlled the business, 
now bas 5. 7 per cent. 

BSkyB, the satellite broad- 
caster which is attracting in- 
creasingly acrimonious 
comment as it relentlessly 
tightens its grip on the UK tele- 
vision industry, managed a 2 p 
gain to 6183 p despite the 
threatened pull-out of 17 per 
cent shareholder Paibe, and far 
from encouraging comments 
from Lehman Brothers. 

Zeneca, with year’s results 
due today, reached a 1 , 902 . 5 p 
peak with a 19 p gain. In some 
quarters the feeling persists 
that the long-rumoured Roche 
bid may not be for behind. 


S mall er oil shares were en- 
livened by thoughts of a preda- 
tory strike by casn-ricb 
Enterprise Oil. little changed 
at 637 p. British Borneo Pe- 
troleum Syndicate, with a lit- 
tle help from more colourful 
news from the Gulf of Mexi- 
co. gained 373 p to 13573 p 
and Cairn Energy edged for- 
ward 2 p to 5793 p. Monument 
Oil & Gas, regarded as an ideal 
Enterprise candidate, added 
23 p to S 6 . 75 p and Thilow Oil 
rose 6 - 5 p to 101 3 p. A new 
round of licence awards also in- 
fluenced Tbllow. 

Itasbar Resources, once a 
high-flyer on Colombian ex- 
ploration hopes, paused for 
breath after its recent exciting 
ran, easing 0 . 25 p to 5 p. The 
shares, on Nigerian develop- 
ment hopes, have climbed 
from Up since October. 

Suggestions that Kingfisher 
could be interested in Free- 
mans, the Sears mad order off- 
shoot, lowered the retailer 


6 - 5 p to 680 p. Yorks hire -Tyne 
Tees Television managed to 
give ground ahead of today's 
results. The TV group is dearly 
intent on making itself as ex- 
pensive as possible to lurking 
predator Granada and talked 
about its cameras being yet to 
focus on its real value. Profits 
are not expected to be out- 
standing, say, a year's out- 
turn of £ 28 m against £ 26 . 8 m. 
The shares fell 173 p to 
l, 2473 p. 

Most observers think a 
Granada strike is inevitable 
and ii will not be too long de- 
layed once today's figures have 
been absorbed. 

Wassail’s US adventure, it is 
floating its General Cable off- 
shoot with an aimed- for value 
of S 750 m. lifted the shares 
22 p to 376 p, and Ipeco, an en- 
gineering group, pul on lOp to 
S 7 . 5 p as it unrolled a possible 
bid of 90 p a share. Estate 
agents Hambros Countrywide 
rose 2 p to I 30 p. 


Taking Stock 


OShield Diagnostic remains 
the darling of the healthcare 
shares. It reached another 
peak, up ! 43 p to 617 p, as the 
stock market continued to 
anticipate the fruits of its 
heart disease research. US 
trail results are due soon and 
there is also talk of a City 
investment presentation. 

^Utility Cable, specialising 
in digging tunnels for TV 
cables, edged forward 0 . 5 p to 
163 p as Greig Middleton 
made bullish noises. The 
stockbroker believes the 
shares are cheap and is en- 
couraged by the broadening 
of operations away from the 
core cable business. 

HTThe market “appears to be 
wilfully blind" to the attrac- 
tions of Video Logic, say Mer- 
rill Lynch. It reckons the 
shares, unchanged at 55 p. are 
poised for lift off; they 
touched 11 Up last summer. 
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At last, Japan is facing up to 
the need for radical change 


S uddenly Japan is going 
Anglo-American. The 
failure of Japan to make 
a sustained recovery from the 
recession has lead to a radical 
rethinking of the way its econ- 
omy is organised. From running 
a top-down, planned model 
with a high degree of regula- 
tion, dominated by very large 
firms and banks, it is moving to 
a bottom-up, market model 
much more like that of the US 
and UK. 

It is a change similar to that 
which took place in the 1950s, 
when severe labour unrest in 
the mining and car industries 
led the shift from a confronta- 
tional approach to a co-opera- 
tive one. While this brought 
many benefits, in particular se- 
curing employee support for 
continuing industrial change, it 
only helped restructuring in 
the giant corporations. 

Much of the rest of the econ- 
omy, that which was not exposed 
to foreign competition, failed to 
change and was in practice pro- 
tected by the co-operative ap- 
proach. The result is a two-tier 
economy, with a few worid-dass 
companies, almost entirely in 
manufacturing, and driven large- 
ly by export demand, and a large 
number of less efficient enter- 
prises particularly in the service 
sector. [King off a protected do- 
mestic market 
While there was general 
economic growth this was ac- 
ceptable. The world-class firms 
could puli up the living stan- 
dards of the whole economy - 
though Japanese people were 
puzzled that they did not seem 
to enjoy as high a living stan- 
dard as they might have ex- 
pected from their country's 
position dose to the lop of the 
GDF-per-head league table. 

But failure to restructure the 
pan of the economy which is not 
internationally traded has 
meant that unlike in the US and 
UK. domestic demand has not 
recovered and pulled the econ- 
omy out of recession. The ex- 
port sector has performed well 
and wfll perform better now that 
the yen has fallen to a more ac- 


ceptable level But the export 
sector is not of sufficient size to 
pull up the whole economy. 

One side-effect of the mas- 
sive switch to overseas pro- 
duction by Japanese firms is 
that the amount of exports 
that are physically made in 
Japan has been shrinking. 
Japan now exports a much 
smaller percentage of GDP 
than it did in I960, the only 
major developed country where 

this has occurred. 

The result is that Japanese 
business and economic leaders 
have concluded that the only 
way to stimulate demand is to 
carry through a radical pro- 
gramme of structural change. 
Some aspects of that are al- 
ready evident: the ending of the 
residual exchange controls, the 
granting of independence to 
the Bank of Japan from April 
next year, allowing small and 
medium-sized banks to fail, a 
series of financial market re- 
forms modelled on the City of 
London's “Big Bang” of 1986, 
taxation changes including the 
introduction of a sales tax next 
month, increases in shopping 
hours, and so on. 

But so far all these reforms 
have failed to stimulate do- 
mestic demand. This is partly 
because real wage growth has 



Hamisk 

McRae 

Two or three 
years ago many 
people in 
Japan spoke in 
favour of 
reform but 
were not really 
committed to 
it. Now it 
seems the 
mood has 
shifted 


been very slow: only US per 
cent in 1995 and 1.7 per cent 
in 1996. It is also because of a 
rise in insecurity among the 
workforce. The chart mows 
how the official registered un- 
employment rate remains 
above 3 per cent This sounds 
very low by European stan- 
dards but it would probably 
translate to 6-7 per cent using 
other countries’ methods of 
recording. 

The chart also shows bow the 
ratio between job seekers and 
job offers has improved recent- 
ly to stand at roughly the level 
of the 1970s and early' 1980s, 
which might look positive. But 
it has stabilised with unem- 
ployment even published un- 
employment at a much higher 
leveL Anecdotal evidence from 
Japan suggests that this is be- 
cause there is a mismatdi be- 
tween the demand for workers 
and the supply. The demand is 
apparently in lower-paid and 
part-time' work, whereas the 
job-seekers are looking for high- 
er-paid full time work. Con- 
sumer demand is stagnant partly 
because of rising insecurity, but 
also because of enforced down- 
shifting among employees. 

These points will be familiar 
to anyone accustomed to look- 
ing at the US and UK, but they 
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have shocked people in Japan. 
There has been much comment 
about the rise in corporate 
bankruptcies in Japan; much 
less about the impact on indi- 
viduals. One effect of the com- 
bination of stagnant personal 
incomes and foiling home and 
other asset prices has been a 
rise in personal bankruptcies. 

It is against this background 
that the consensus- among 
Japan's dlite now is now mov- 
ing in favour of structural re- 
form. Two or three years ago 
many people in Japan spoke m 
favour of reform but were not 
really committed to it. New it 
seems the mood has shifted. 

Evidence for this is stiQ thin 
but there are some pointers. One 
concerns the Bank of Japan. 
Eariy analysis of the plans feu- in- 
dependence concluded that, 
though the form would be in- 
dependent, the substance of 
deasi on-making would still be 
controlled. Now the govern- 
ment is proposing that interest 
rate decisions wifi be transpar- 
ent, with minutes disclosed, and 
the bank reporting twice a year 
directly to Japan’s parliament, 
rather than to the government. 

A second bit of evidence is 
the acceptance of the fall in 


or price-keeping operation, 
supported share prices. But no 
one now believes it was wise to 
try and support prices. It would 
have been better to have had 
an early fall, which then could 
become a base for recovery. 

The most substantial reason 
to expect change, though, 
comes from the cumulative 
impact of deregulation. Once 
one bit of die system is dereg- 
ulated - say the hours that de- 
partment stores stay open - this 
increases pressure for another 
bit of deregulation in an allied 
field. From conversations with 
senior Japanese government 
officials and financial leaders 
! am convinced that the cu- 
mulative impact of deregula- 
tion will become more than the 
sum of its parts. Japan now 
wants to change. 


People & Business 


David Potter, head of the 


quii 

fort 


group, is a man who lives 
and breathes his work. He is 
in fact, the ultimate “digit 
head”. It has emerged that 
so keen is Mr Potter on tech- 
nological ma tters that he has 

“put his garden on his home 
computer”. 

The boffin has developed 
a computer of the gar- 
den at his stately pile near 
Oxford which maps out each 
square foot of the estate. 

He uses this digitally ren- 
dered map to remind him 
what is planted where, what 
needs doing when and how 
iddy various blooms are 
b recast to grow. No doubt 
he can download this essen- 
tial information on to his 
personal organiser so he can 
monitor the progress of the 
geraniums on his travels. 

Proof positive that David 
Potter is fighting fit after last 
December’s heart bypass 
surgery. The Psion chief 
trounced his 25 -year-old son 
at tennis over the weekend. 

Professor George Bain, the 
genial Canadian who has 
been principal of London 
Business School for the last 
eight years, is looking for- 
ward to his new life following 
his decision to step down a 
year eariy. He is due to quit 
m July 1998, saying it is time 
for a new man to take the 
school forward. 

“There is no surprise in 
this. 1 have moved jobs every 
seven or eight years through- 
out my career and my view is 
that more damage is done by 
people staying places too long 
than by moving on too often.” 

Now 44. Professor Bain is 
likely to spend more time on 
his new found love Of horse- 
riding. He has just signed up 
for his s umm er holiday riding 
trails in the Rocky Mountains 
in western Canada. “This is 
not namby-pamby English 
ri ding. This is Western riding 
- John Wayne-style,”^ he tells 



.David. Potter. A keen 
gardener with green digits 

me. Apparently, the differ- 
ence is that Western riding 
involves controlling die horse, 
with one band tearing the 
other free to rope in a cow, 
or shoot people in John .. 
Wayne's case. 

Professor Bain says he has 
no immediate plans for his 
career bat may consider 
putting together a portfolio 
of activities rather than one 
big job. “At the moment 1 
don't know what I am going 
to do. And that’s a wonder- . 
fill feeling." 

Blackstone Business Com- 
munications, the new finan- 
cial pr outfit headed by 
well-travelled journalist TSm 
Blackstone is clearly seeking 
to impress. Faxes from die 
fledging spin doctor feature . 
die acronym BBC in a type- 
face remarkably similar to a 
broadcasting corporation of - 
a not dissimilar name. 

“It’s nothing like it,” - 
protests an in dignan t Black- 
stone. “There are no pretty 
colours and no lines under- 
neath the letters.” 

The new communications 
guru has not stopped there. 
Blackstone’s business cards 
sport a salmon-pink stripe 
across the top, echoing the 
colour of the FT- Such . 
chutzpa. 

BZW has appointed a new 
head of h uman resources. 

Rod Taylor, 44, joins from 


net Paul Ashton, .a sharp- 
eyed researcher at Liverpool 
university, spotted some- 
thing funny happening on 
-the JfS’s popular “Be Your 
Own ChanceDor"page on 
the World Wide Web. This 
allows wired members of the 
public » try out different 
' changes to taxes and benefits 
formne “typical” categories 
of people, and see what the 
e Sects would be. Mr Ashton 
“The 70-year-old pen- 
sioner couple was receiving 
child benefit and the two- 
earner couple on £100,000 - 
was getting unemployment 
benefit." Had old Labour 
taken over the welfare state? 

An investigation revealed 
that improvements to the 
web site nine days ago had . 
resulted in the computer 
generating a load of gobble- 
degook. “This is obviously 
rather embarrassing,'' says 
think-tank director Andrew 
Dilnot. 

Nigel Cope 


, Why 

ecorck 


Seagram Europe which is 
baSintheArk,thefiro^ 
shaped building over loo king 

Harnmetsmiffi flyover. 

Given that BZW is in the 
■process of moving to Canary 
Wharf in London’s Dock- 
lands, Mr Taylor wfll be have 
to get used-to life on the other 
side of the capital; However, 
BZW denies that a key part of 
Mir Tbylor's job will be to stop 
people leaving because they 
Bannot face Me in Docklands. 

“We have no reason to 
believe the move to Canary 
Wharf willfrave an adyeise . 
impact," a spokesman insists. 

Looking at. Mr Taylor's cv 
he will probably arrange jog- 
ging tours of the Isle of Dogs 
to Stow how splendid it is. A 
keen tri-athlete he has repre- 
sented Britain four times at 
the gruelling sport which is a 
marathon of running, cycling 
and swimming. 

The Institute for Fiscal Stud- 
ies.has bad a lesson in the 
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Calls cost 50p per minute (day rats) 45p other times. 
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cannot the BBC show both internationals in full, the 
recorded match after the live one, every Five Nations Saturday? 


Most people who are interested in 
ragby gam their impressions from 
television rather than from waichinc 
matciesm the cold, or even 3 

weather. It has always surprised me 

T 21 * 5®“*? Sky Tfeleviaon^ was even 
tboo^t of by Rupert Murdoch, our 
cad fashioned independent television 
companies did not outbid the BBC 
forthe Rve Nations’ Championship. 
I should have thought the competi- 
tion would be the thing most ad- 
vertisers wanted, guaranteeing as it 
does what the market research trade 


. . eleven 

u predominantly male. 

. Instead, coverage of the Five Na- 
tions is to be split between Shy and 
thfc BBC, England having sold their 
rights in home internationals to Mr 
Murdoch's earthly representatives. 


while the Celtic nations remain loy- 
al to the old Corporation. Whether 
the deal is as good as Mr Murdoch 
and his representatives presumably 
think it is 1 rather doubt 
After all, there wfl] be only two 
intdnationals played at TWidaeriham 
out of a total 10- match season. 
Whether the BBC is altogether de- 
. serving of the loyalty of Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales I also doubt. 

1 realise, naturally; that in these 
haidrCdmmenaa] t imes , taifc about 
Ipyalty, and whether people or or- 
ganisations deserve it, maybe out of 
, Let us put the question dif- 
itly. Has the BBC teen fair to 


Criticising Rugby Special is ad- 
mittedly as much a recreation 
among enthusiasts as shouting abuse 
at the referee (an old Welsh prac- 
tice that has now spread to Twick- 
enham, with the difference that the 
English crowd are rather shakier 
about the Laws.) This does not mean 
that the failings of the programme 
cannot usefully be pointed out from 
time to time. 

The principal faffing is not the re- 
sponsibility of the programme mak- 
ers, but of BBC2. It is that you can 
never be entirely sure what time the 



‘ ruglqF enthusiasts in the period up 
Vtillhoi 


programme will go ouL I thought it 
t Sun- 


I now, when it has enjoyed virtu- 
ally a complete monopoly except for 
coverage of the World Cup? ' 


had settled down to 4.55. Last I 
day, however, it was at 555, and a 
shorter programme at that 
A few weeks ago I paid tribute to 
John Inverdale's interviewing talents 


- 1 only wish he would exercise them 
more often. In the past year, rugby 
has been going through the most 
rapid and profound changes in the 
history of the game. They may all 
end in tears - or, at any rate, with 
players having to slink back to their 
old jobs. 


Yei from the programme you do 
not get a him of Lhfi. It seems con- 
tent to ad as a public relations agent 
not, I agree, for the Rugby Football 
Union (which, in any case, is split ) 
but for the aim of rugby generally. 
That should not be its propagandist 
fu action. 

It also tries to cover too much in 
too short a lime. Last Sunday, for 
example, it should have covered only 
\fcsps v Gloucester (played on 
Sunday), one other Courage League 
match from Saturday and Swansea 
v Llanelli, and then had on extend- 
ed look at next Saturday's interna- 
tionals. 

The programme announced that 
on this coming Saturday the BBC 
starling at 2pm, would be bringing 
us the first hour of the match in Paris. 


from 3pm the whole of the match 
from Twickenham, and, afterwards, 
the rest of the Paris match in full. 
The reason for this extensive cov- 
erage is presumably the English in- 
terest; for if Scotland beat France, 
and England beat Whies, England 
win the championship on the points 
difference they have already estab- 
lished. even though England and 
France will each have won three 
matches out of four. 

Fine - though I think this out- 
come unlikely. I shall be having a 
double on France and Wales. I wel- 
come the full coverage, though I 
should have preferred the Paris 
match to follow the one at Twick- 
enham. But why cannot the BBC 
show both internationals in full, the 
recorded match following the live 


one. on eveiy Five Nations Satur- 
day? There is no good reason 1 can 
think of why we should be palmed 
off with edited highlights. In France 
both matches are shown in full. 

Moreover, the highlights we arc 
allowed to see are sketchy in the ex- 
treme. The principal reason for 
watching Rugby Special on the next 
day is that the highlights it shows are 
rather fuller than those BBC1 has 
broadcast on the Saturday. 

The advent of Sky will necessar- 
ily alter things. Bui will the BBC give 
live coverage in England to. say, 
Wales v Ireland, when England v 
Scotland is being shown live on Sky? 
I think it should. But 1 have 
my doubts about whether the 
Corporation will fulfil its duty to 
followers of rugby. 



A few months ago lie was 
being touted as the next 
England rugby captain. 
Today,- when England name 
their team to face Wales- in 
Cardiff on Saturday, Ben 
Clarke islikely ur hear that he 
wtU end the five Nations' 
Championship where he start- 
ed it sitting firmly on the re- 
placements’ bench. 

In fact, if you cast your mind 
back a year and a half, P prlre 
appeared to have little compe- 
tition in the battle to succeed 
WID Carling as England captain. 
The former Saracen - Eng- 
land pack leader, Bath stalwart 
and & sponsor's dream to boot 
- seemed to have it made. ' 
Yet Clarke has been oil the 
bendi — and has noteven made 
it on to the field as a replace- 
ment— for all threeof England's 


Eighteen months ago Ben Clarke was 
tippkl as his country’s next rugby union 
captain. Now he is not even in the starting 
fine-up: lan Stafford asked him why 


leari I came oh as a substitute, 
and felt I played OK. I half 
hoped I would, as a result, be 
back in the Five Nations. Then 
Jack telephoned. The first thing 
I said to him Was, Tdidn’t want 
toheaf fromyoutoday’.’’ 

' The tclcphonemethod is rcl- 
ativdy new. Back in 1992^ when 
Clarke trairh»~Kk Fngtand debut, 
the team was announced at the 
hotel “The mahagemeat usu- 

aflymadetheraniK5urK«uieDtaf- 

ter breakfast. Those who had 
been dropped,' or just hadn’t 
made h, nori^illy received a 


thought the performance was 
fantastic. I couldn’t understand 
the difference.” 

.For Clarke, the downward 
spiral had begun. He feels now 
that the response to the Welsh 
game cost him any chance he 
may have had of succeeding 
Carling. “When everyone 
thought the captaincy was be- 
tween Phil de GlanvilJe, 
Lawrence Dallaglio, Jason 
Leonard and myself, I only 
ever saw my same in there to 


matches so far this year, 
an England replacement, es- 
pecially when you consider the 
sort of bath-row- talent how 
available to Jade Rowell, is no 
mean feat, of course. However, 
for a man Who played ^con- 
secutive times fra: England ; it is 
just not good enough. , - 

“There's not much 1 can do; 
except keep on pfayingas wefl 
asIcan,”ishow the2S-yem-old ■ 
sees it “I'm not one to shoot 
from the rooftops that JadT 
RowelTshoold pick me. i think 
that can often work against 
you. Sooner or later my chance 
wiD come again,' and when it 
does I have every confidence 
that I will take it." . 

It is a rainy, miserable day at 
Richmond, the Second Division, 
home, by choice, , of Clarke. 
Wearing his regulation stripey 
suit and cursing at the coldand- 
the weather, Clarke recalls the 
dreaded telephone call eveiy 
England player fears. 

*Td been picked for the . first 
game of the season against Italy; - 
but had to withdraw through in- 
jury,” be explains: “Chris Sfreas- 
by replaced me, played well, 
and soared a try. Jack rightly felt 
he could not change a winnmg . 
team. Because 1 was not in the 
Italy line-up I wasn’t technical- 
ly dropped for foe next game, . 



mg," he admits. “I never 
thought I would get the. nod.” 
Honestly? “Honestly. Not after 
the Welsh game. After that it 


Thaif hoped I would be back in the 
Five Nations. Then Jack [Rowell] 
phoned. The first thing I said was, “I 
didn't want to hear from you today*’ 


sawfoemcomiiig<^ way, we’d 
tty and leave foe table before 
they reached us. It’s better 
. now. At least you cante dis- 
appointed inprivate.” " 
Clarke’s upward curve 
changed direction in the after-’. 
■ irmth p f Hngtawf s tigh t anrfnn- 

spectacufar win over Whies at 
Twickenham last year. ' “I 
seemed to get if in the neck af- 
terwards, especially from the 
media, .for .keeping the ball in 
the Scram too Iona I felt my 


treatment was pretty unfair. 

have been 


pret- 


least, When I didn’t regain my 
place against Argentina, but ai‘ 


“Itmaynot have 
tyjbfoifwasthe 
to that extent I did ray job welL 
_ We; wanted to dominate that 
* area andmakethem work: But 
we faflaj to get this across to * 
. people afterwards. For the next 

W^irfte^^recalled to No 8, 
and I was moved to Wind-side 
flanker! What puzzled me was 
foatwe thehWenttbMurray- 
d an even tighter , 
won.' Eveiyorie then 


was more of a question of keep- 
ing my place in the team.” 

The summer move to Rich- 
mond rased a few more eye- 
brows, and sharpened the 
critics’ knives. The general com- 
plaint seemed to be that Clarice 
had sold himself out to a Sec- 
ond Division side, therefore 
jeopardising his national place 
in' the process, for a nice, fat 
wagejpacket He is keen to put 
this nght straight away. 

“It was a chance to not only 
captain a side, but also to be a 
part of something from the 
start,” he explains. “It was 
meeting Ashley Levett [the 
money behind the dub^ that 
convinced me it would be, m the 
long term, the right move. His 
vision and ambition for the 
did) impressed me." 

’-But he must have expected 
some comment on a move from 
the mjghty Bath (wefl, at least last 
year) ton Second Division ride? 
“Oh yes, sure, and bring accused 
of selling out is the obvious 


one,” he replies. “But I hope, and 
expect, that in a couple of years' 
time or so, those who criticised 
may change their opinions when 
they see where Richmond are.” 

He pauses for a second be- 
fore adding, a little surprising- 
ly for a man refusing to get 
either flustered or downcast by 
his change in fortune: “I'll re- 
member those who spoke out, 
believe me." 

What about the claim that 
Second Division rugby could, 
and arguably did for the early 
part of the season, affect his 
form? After all, playing at a 
place like Nottingham is not 
quite akin to a trip to Welford 
Road, is it? “No, and Tm miss- 
ing playing in the First Division, 
and the excitement that the new 
professional game has brought 
to the top dubs,” Clarke admits. 

Tm also prepared to say 
that my form dipped a little at 
foe start of the season. 1 don't 
think ft was down to one, single 
matter. 1 just think foe combi- 
nation of moving from Bath to 
Richmond, becoming captain of 
a new dub, and being heavily in- 
volved off foe pitch as well as oa, 
and playing Second Division 
rugby, all had a part. But I'm 
back to my best again, and con- 
fident enough to know that Sec- 
ond Divirion rugby would not 
prevent me from playing at in- 
ternational level. After all, don't 
forget Scott Quinnell and Alan 
Bateman play for Richmond. 


Now they’re not doing too bad- 
ly are they, for Wales?” 


air pom t 
now? At chib level Richmond 
top the Second Division table 
and, barring a sudden dip in 
form, can look forward to play- 
ing against the likes of Harle- 
quins and Wasps next season. 
“If s not part of my pans to miss 
out on promotion," is how 
Clarke puts it. But what about 
England? What about the 
Lions? The door seems to be 
shut, doesn't it? 

“Only for the next game,” he 
argues. “That's alL Anything can 
happen. I’Ve always been veiy 
aware that sport is never always 
up and up. 1 wouldn’t go as far 
as to say I’ve been expecting a 
fall from grace, but, I’ve been 
very wary (rf my career which, up 
to that Welsh game, could not 



King and 
Callard 
added to 
squad 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Jack Rowell, the England 
coach, has added two names to 
his squad for the Five Nations’ 
Championship match against 
Wales at Cardiff Arms Park on 
Saturday. 

Wasps’ uncapped stand-off 
Alex King and Bath’s full-back 
Jonathan Callard, capped five 
times, come in to the 27-man 
squad as cover for injured out- 
side-half Paul Grayson. 

Mike Catt is set to replace 
Grayson, if he fails to recover 
from a hip injury, but Rowell 
will want a kicker as back-up 
among the replacements. 

Kerin Bowring's Red Drag- 
ons gathered in Cardiff yester- 
day to prepare for this 
weekend's emotionally charged 
Five Nations finale, but the 
only man breathing fire was 
the" coach himself as he con- 
templated the smouldering 
remains of a squad compre- 


hensively wrecked by injury. 

" Uvef- 


Colin Charvis, the powerftjUyi 


Clarke: Expecting to be on the bench again on Saturday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


have gone much better. They say 
that the odd failure never does 
anyone any harm. I would hope 
that my present exclusion from 
the team will only serve to im- 
prove my game and ensure that 
when, of if, I regain my place, 1 
will remember that it is in- 


X 


England from the touchline. 

Bad, them is h? “WelL it's bet- 
ter than watching it at home on 
television," Clarke concedes. 
“But it's not really my idea of 
fun. Still, at least everyone 
knows I’m there and ready.” 


Indeed he is. Ben Clarke is 
pushing hard for that recall, and 
Lbose keeping him out are very- 
aware of this. It is his influence, 
oddly from the bench, that 
could result in another world- 
class display from the England 
back row on Saturday in Cardiff. 


fcclive open-side flanker from 
Swansea, virtually ruled himself 
out of contention after aggra- 
vating a groin condition and thus 
became the seventh front-line 
player to join the chorus of woe. 

Arwel Thomas and Mark 
Rowley pulled out last week and 
varying degrees of doubt still 
affect Ieuan Evans. Scott Gibbs. 
David Young and Craig Quiu- 
nell. 

The French were in almost the 
opposite situation as they began 
their build-up to the Grand 
Slam match with Scotland in 
Paris. They were so swamped 
with high-quality personnel that 
they felt able to ban Christian 
Cali fa no. the Toulouse prop 
and one of the most formidable 
forwards in world rugby, for one 
match - this weekend's crunch 
at the Parc des Princes - fol- 
lowing his sending-off in a club 
match at the weekend. 

Didier Cascdci, of Brive, the 
European champions, replaces 
Califano in the squad. However, 
French smiles may be premature: 
two other key Brive players, the 
half-backs. Alain Penaud and 
Philippe Carhonneau, are belli 
struggling to recover from groin 
and ankle injuries respectively. 


RACING RESULTS 


STRATFORD . 

2^1.1HNSN(NW*OTScrtd-Ufc*; 
2. Ifea Captain 1 * wtsii 3-1; 3. Dandto tan 
66-1 11 rta. 2. d (TRysttf. Dcrarstxfl. Trtfc ■ 
£L60: £1.30, £L40.f6^aCP£23aCS' 
£2.77. Trto: £35.50- 

.250: J.' HM3RMMI BOSE iQay Lmis]' 
13*2; 2. Affrays Owner 9-2; 3. Star Part- 
former 5-2 flw. 34 no. 10, 1 [W Ct^r. Fri- 
fbrd). IWn: £8-40; £160. £190. £150. Oft 
£1190. CSK.£3SL40;Tita:£&5a ' 

OeSafTMOUNtAW (DGafatfer) 
5-1 2. Dorano 7-2; 3. M»t94 tar. & 
ran. 2’A, 3. (N Cafatfian, Nc w ma taO- 
Tote: £&00; £150. £ 160 . £140. DP. 
£1&90. CSF: £22.06. Incase £4611 Trio: 
E23J20. NRr Ksttak. . 

SLED: 1 CHURCH UW (R SuppW 6-1 2. 
Hm Bm Drawn 5-4 tav; 3. Pjr Four 34-1 
7 ran. 8. 4. iMrelTayW.CWliOaigWBidan). 
Tote: £&40: £2.00, £150. DFMBO. CSF: 
£12.77. 

4Jifcl ORCHESTRAL SUIIE (M-F NOB-' 
by) 5-2:2. Kkffffc Haora*® Brans tw: 3. Ma- 
tt Partaar 12-1 12 ran. 14. 3. (MBsJanrffer 
Ptagson, BraeXtoy). Tote: £4.10: £170, 
£130; £220. OF: £100- CSF: £4.94. Too: 
£9.40. ML Barone Heir. 

IShlMAMBt ©warn 5-12.0BMI! 


SJbOr 1 STORMY PASSAGE (AP MoCny) 
1-10- tad Supreme Tta0M*tai 12-2; 1 
Brook Bee 25-1 4 Tan. 21 3yh. (PHobfaj. 
Totef £1.10. OR £160. CSfVCLST.- , 
Ptacapde £34840. Duadppt£92.4a . 
Ptedate £36a2a-Plaea^: £33557. 


l'Ai tVi. (N TMsun-Oavias, CDtiteonanv. 
Tote: £5.70: £170. £160. £150. Oft £9.70. 

!23^.Trio: £6 Ttt Mt "BiislimB 
Jadqpec £2332500; £ia77R21 carrtad 
torwant to Cheawtam today, 
rtnoopot £3.40. Qondpot £2JD. 

Ptac» 6: £3.09. PJaco 5: £2-60. 


PLUMPTON 

110: 1 cunffil HOPE BWwa Goest) 
IIS tor. 2. Suranow 7-2: 3..Defdraanwr 
9-4 21 ran. 5. 12. (M TompHnat-.'ltate: 
£2.70; (USX £170. £150. OF: £6mCSR 
£7.10. In* £740. 

2^0:l.liVEiyKNIBHr a Aspan 334£ 
3Lftnff k»‘a Do«*te 8-15 fm 3 on.23 . 17 
Gdtonfl. Tate: £2.4fl. DF: £110.' CSF; 
£ 2 . 66 . • • 

3JI1: 1MAVMMVB WPMcOcyJ Siena 
tar 2. Do Be Wax 11-1 1 Script 11-1 
.6 ran. 22.- 7. a NnuOa). Tate: £160; £L4p. 

• £230 DF; £520. CSR £JUL8S- .: 

3JHkltlBBAiAI*AtWWte«nt ife-l 
2. Wknpk u-4; 3. May Ptayor UXHteu. 
4 an. DU.2B.- (D OThlen, )- TW* £1550. 
W: £22130. CSP' £49.7& : 

4JXt 1 QOOSBAY (hCBaUHU] 13-2; 
2-iteparRaad 30rUta/;S.1MyifeeS-2. 
3 Ran, 3. htl(J Bridget. Tote: Z&JSGr. £2 JO. 

■ .£120. DP' £3-501 C9P £1254. - ■ ' 
4^fclJUHT8t tUKXWOMUFHBtBRtt . 
a-litwat Mote 5-2:8- «eai»t da W- 
Tw VK 6- WmCMetai- 
W* £820: £2.60, £L20;DP £tS0:CSF: 

tasos: ■ 


• .WMTON 

100: 1 DR ROCKET KKbpund 30030: 
2. L— Btn9-1: 3. Clwirt Otaa H-4 .S«wl 
2.1AQrtMte,tteitei1L1UB^«%£190 > '- 
£350. DR £12.00. CSR £2229. '• ■ 

ZJiQz 1 EoriDUMVS (R Hobaon)H-4 tt . 
tav; 2. Poaaitrotae 11-2; 3. Was Ma rtpn td - 
5-17 HO. 11-4 jt tar Shah«nl.f4tW- 9,7. . 
. (GMcCtxrt T Wa«aBa).Toto: £3.40r£1.40. 
£290. pf: £6.70. CSF: £16JL7. 

3.00= I HHVAIUFA tCMandh) 4-1 2. 
A S Jka 7-2 Un 3. D— onKn^Inn 7-1 U 
«; 2% 15 <Mte KeeagL wendawri-tete: 
£450 c£16Q.£17D,£3j00lDPS^Q.CSR >> 
£1500. Trto: £1320. ML Brecon. .• 

330c 1 AFTHI TW BDK «Mr IR brI) 4-1 
2. Ilouaw 156:3. UMky EttSa 10-11 tw. 
4 m 9. 29. <N Mwie. ChaRfl. Totee £130. 
DR £490. CSR £1080. 

4^0; 1 ntSO. (T Jante} 7-4 tau^2. Kte- 

aemab 12-1S. tanf MHnlffl U m 
2H>, IV*. (N Waflctr. tOn^ton UstaK Ttota: 
£220; £180. £220, £4.10 DP £15.4a 
CSF: £2113. TriR £12420- . 

44ft UUURT (XtesS Vtxjngjll- 
2: 2 . euu wBe (teat 11-8 tav-,3.. RacUme 
Boy 3-1 8 ran. 7, 17. [Mss Susan Young, . 
UStawnfl. IWo: faOO; £230, £140, £1.40. 

OF: £&S0. CSR £12J53. - ' 

5.00: 1 StBBHAN MYSTIC tC Maude) 
U-2 far; 2. Getaway 15-2; 3: DoMtto 25-1 
13 m. 7. 1Y*. (P Murphy. BrtsUO. Tata: 
£880: £2.40; £4^0, £1630. DR £4550. 
CSP £4392. Wobc £88702. DIK £63160. 
tJR: Utd8 SwBnrtL 

Ptacapad £57.60. Qaaflpot: £14.00. . 
Pteca ft £17393. Place E: £3021 
■ AnstraJIaabope Juggler booked bis 
place lor the Dubai wood Cup afort- 
nigju on Sannday when third za the 
Group One Anstrafian Cup Flcm- 
ingion ycstciday. Meanwhile. US train- . 
er Richard MandeDa amramced that 
Genlkmen will «n»s the big nuxl He 
aakL- Vu bard as it waiome up thc- 
idca Of going lo the Dubai Wurid Cnp, - 
the owners and I are not happy with me 
pn^ress Of GcoOcmcn and we decid- 
ed not to go. We appredflte the mvi- 
tation btmi this tnac m the horse's 
career wc feet itbesUomiss a ra« or 

ttwj." The a-Argftnrinfam staranffered 

a surprise Twerse hr the rccenl Santa . 
Awrte Hwrdicapwlieo drirdhiddadsta- 
Wc-cranpaaams Siphon nod " 

430 th <rf whom wiB rqxnsscnt 1 
-la in Dubai 


3.30 


HYPERION 

2L20 Qab 235 Fern Leader 3^0 Kushbatoo 

4-10 Segal Romper 4.45 Anglesey Sea View 

5di0 Ferrers 


GOING: Good to Finn (Good In places). 

■ Left-hand, utfajkiing comae. E*v fences and long rnn-in on 
chase eourac of GOQyds. 

■ Coone is lmSE of ion near junction of AS89 and At 77. Bus 

sendreIhmSiadaanstalimiTta)wDi&tam3taikai[riin>.AD- 

:SS(0AP8S4); Course 12. CAR PARK: Pm-. 


WIN WITH THE TOTE HUNTER CHASE 

(CLASS H) £1500 added 3m 3f 

/SOI Of FAST STUDY (091) S ftottnscr 12 11 10 JM S Rntataoi (7) 
2-42140 KUSHB4LOO (38) C Radar 12 12 10 — Ur A Pater (7) 

PPP3M5 FonsrawN cm (C] J Ataonda fi 12 7jtr jMa>a4er(7) 

/UMO- BWIWTW*«D0{^VtePl^U12 7_J*PJot»iBor B3 

MM3 CUN0W(7) DDi«®n 12 12 D _.Mi i MPdfctonl (7) 

KMNIHW Brows 12 0 Hr K Maridran (7) 


«V45- SBC BRMCC POT) J SunleK 13 12 0 Mss 8 Snfodett (7) 
-7tfactaad- 

BE1TIIIB: 4-S tafcbafcm. 100-30 Fontama, 4-1 Glen Oak, 10-1 Tartan 
Tornado, JB-1 Fait Study, Potato, 25-1 Skto Brace 



4.10 


Out Rainbow (abated) (2120); 

(145). 

'WINNERS Dt THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE KZINNERJfc Oar Rainbow [2^0), Baasen- 
Wy (520) 4 P err e r a l7v20) hneben ncm 179 nftr by 
P8ty Ircantbocaq-, Cambe. 


SCREENCO JUMBOTRON HOAP CHASE 

(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 332222 REGM. ROWS! (12) (SO Ms S Smuri 9 12 0 JhdMOi Onat 

2 412111 WEflSO 8SDR6E (14) (CD) W Sony 7 11 13.. Jl HMmoy 

3 4/3543 CROSS CWNON (12) (Q JMtaoe 11 11 7 B Storey 

4 334136 REIC DE WISE (49) (D) ft Atnson 10 10 9 K Johnson 

-4dactaed- 

BETTWO: &4 BngU tenycf, 8-4 Wo ever C xa ff, »2 Croas Caanon, 8-1 
RawDe Valia 


MONKEY SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(CLASS G}£2£00 added 3m 3f 130yds 

1 003-361 nsyRK.jUUE7(ljMq(B) JHqnK91112-MrCS&aditBa 

2 004412 b«h uflUDHmscn 10 13 ifl DP terra 

3 3AOOM (MBTMQ(3B)jndes7US JIMotoooy 

4 504360 009 MMOV (19) Mb PS y 5115 HBnmawV 

5 120RSW* HRromVThonpn.9114 Ktaa 

6 6300-20 WS(THBiMSTrpqKMBSn6U3 N Honodra (7) 

7 066040 iBS6M7(H VDmpaai 7112 HrMn mapw a 

8 RC6-6P6 DaiBCUUn(15)(gPSpaaSM30d9UO B Stony 

9 433600 MUBXX»(sqSOakl211)13 ibROrtIT] 

10 B2R34JO DOimEIUUDr(14etaWMataiBU)13 — »Oohta 

11 224S3P mOWRMUOOqjMaaiOU VSUtt 

13 .Pl-4130 M30H«BBf(BCTJWadBlllOllJ Ca» i» w |3)B 

13 IFCMO OCEK13D MNOR (14) J SsBEon 10 10 S-.-6 tata (3 
lrl4 - 0600 BtKZDMnOHK (33i R CcBns5 10 6 .WMantoo 

15 KPS*? UUgnHKB{2QRAheyl01O4 RHodta 

16 GTO5PO Banff DE5mr 0.7) JftUi 6100 CCaWV 


STANLEY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

£3y500 added mares 2m 5f 110yds 

401/310 ANGLESEY SEA VEW (339 (BF) A Bate. 1 6 11 4 IKeM 

0 ASKED TO LEAVE EB) J Now 5 10 12 
450560 BEST HOBO {3S)J Curas 5 10 10 1 


2614 COUNTRY ORCKD (17) Mrs M 6 R1 12 — GLae(3) 

0 D&VffltS CURRE pU D Utfteti 5 10 12 DJMolba 

OOCO HEWBBpQ GOUtM 7 1012 CUcCnmae* 

PP MAtBLETOBE (26) M SwftrAy b 10 12 DPaAerB 

0000P- H0HBLA8H (323J J Haldane 5 10 12 JJMotoooy 

OCffPO OTODMOa WRwri510 12 TReed 

140P6P SHUUWi P2B] J Wane 8 10 IT XJones 



' JOtt Due tanooip itetfic Btfa Desttv »f tie. 

iUwMMtad,M0alteta7-lKaeteOri. 

MdW adtata»Lta ».gMLSteaBP A Mie|tlM.PtaMNte».>> »te nB^F. 
DartS* Jhdft Iffi RtedDoH 20 -i Htaptedt m, I ft 2 S-imnra 


40 SUPREME DWSEI (32) Mr, U b ID 12 GtahB 

513116 VBWIJPHRi (SB) (BF) C Rarwr 10 10 12 JSatJ 

0003 P0NIBmM|31) KMotlgBne 103 N Hocrocfo(7) 

-UdKtad- 

BEtnte: 168 WagnphO. M A nta«W 8aa Vlaw. 7-2 Cpotey fteMd. 
U-2 PoMnMha. 8-1 S«nraa Target. 16-1 De-Veen Cuma. 20-1 Asked 
TO taan, 2S-1 Stadtaw 33-1 eUwa 

TOTE PLACEPOT NOVICE H*CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m If 


&20 


BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4v075 added 2m 5f 

ponOUfi HrMItaaapaca 

UerB112 BStaray 

ton? JUones 

mUsASaattA7U2 IStpplB 

l«dtaSSmB>7112 RWManatT) 



H7) Ms U Reteey 8 11 2 __fl tee (3) 

7112 ._5"tatof(5) 

9SRtocdSi9ll2 Ktotarus 

(11) TH Johnson 9 11 2 or^jeaB 

R£ Cure 011 2 MM 

(652) C Ft*Jte 11 1011 Iff Cl 

(74VTIW 
-32l 


1-22136 ADAHAIIC |33) H Alton 6 12 0 

343065 WICailUS«)UEt45MTcdhjrar61311_C“ 
3-lOUTO BASSOtHALUf (12) l*S PSy 7 115 

3P442 CLAMMNG 07) J H Johnson Til 4 1 

156041 SUJEH mx (14) Mo M Heieiey 5 U 2 

262250 PANGBMN (USA) (42) MraASi*4Bi*f 11 1 — _. 

330076 PSSStS (12) Mra P Sy 6 11 1 W 




, 8-1 OreMtate, B-l 
, 14-1 Sjdety Factor, rio- 


4&45W B0IHAI1I (13) B BcOwel 5 10 12 

36256P BEAD WOELOT (S2) »*s MUA^n 5 1010 Jt._ 

23340 FAUMN^RJWE(l^VT>arrsai410iri-MrM 

6066 MAPtETON{3£9t*sSSnim4iri9. ; »<* 

^ QUO HAHOND BEACH (24) G Moera <30 

13 330500- maJOBCETBai) CFartua - 100 

14 60PP 1HIf«rSB(2flUalynVW*5l0O ------ 

15 F-60P PROMISE TO tW (15) M Barntt 5 ID 0— — - »•? 

ifi 040000 BWBLA»fl7)MnKlflma5100 Mta S Lan* (7) V 

-lfidactand- . 

Mr*^»e^2Qst 7n*/ant^-«^« r wPasJSp WimPwvse 

SSSSSm IMP to o nj l W^ 

14-lBteMBMV, 10 -ITbu n* l* 1 Bam * •****■ I***. 

iBfldoaat 40-1 otters 


FONT WELL 


3^0 


HYPERION 

2JL0 Infamous 2.45 Red Branch 3J20 SatcotJ- 
no 3J50 Swan Street 4^0 ChBdhay Chocolate 
4.55 Spunk ie 


STDRRMGTON MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 3m 3f 

02 BRACXBtHEKllI (ZO 0 Gnssefl S 10 10 BFemoa 


GOING: Good UlncU in Firm in pt*v>l. 

■ Lcft-haral hurdkr eburw-, ficmv-cif-eitshr rJnw mui>e. Tifihi dr- 
euL rxa on liable for hmp-Miiding hnrms. 

■ Course is SraT nDa^e ul Juiwiiun erf AJ9 and A27. Barnham sta- 
tion fBrifthion . PortanmnJi I me I jpi. ADMIS SION: 'DiibAI"; 
Junior Club ( 1J lu lu-tisir-okk.) SJ. under 12 n free: TnUeisaUs 
58 faecjiripanicd uriter-IilN frwi: Silver Ring i4. CAB PARK; 
Picnic area 54 plus 5-1 for eadi occupant; remainder free. 


■M-flP DOUBLE AttflEVaENT (13) U Ppe 7 10 10 — lame Bans 

0 GLABNOCK LAD (10) R Alner 5 10 10 B Greene 

WSF- HGH BURNSHOT (29® Hs L JeweS 10 10 1£» .. — D Leahy 

3-4554(1 NKHT H A MUJCM M 5 Wooman 6 10 10 S McNeil 

PG2-P04 TOUCH VEKT HO) N Water 5 10 10 DSafl^gJier 

P MISS GEE-Bi. 113) N Tbcnrfon 5 10 5 —Ur E BaUngtoa (71 
BOOT) MSS KDNME ilO) ite L STefly 5 10 5._ JU Lone f7) 


433 SATCOIMO 112) U f.srafcre 6 10 5 PHnnleyffl 

10 6424 P3 VM I DO p3) R Alnar 7 10 5 BPMttl 

-10 


SETflNG: 6-6 Satcettu, 11-4 ttacieiibeatli, 5-1 Torati Vert. 101 Win I 
Did, 12-1 Double Achle*am«aL 16-1 NS0it In A UBkM. 25-1 Wfft Ban- 
shot 33-1 Oatonoch lad. 50-1 ottiam 



RACING 



CHANNEL 


3.50 

BUNKEBED FIRST TIME; SLvrvua. SkTeeraeker f J.Hii 


NATIONAL SPIRIT HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £34)00 added 2m 6f 110yds 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: M1 m Nonnle I'ijril ha* heen 
Rent 1 77 miW bj- Miss L Shaltr from .VUeawe, tlerty?Jilre. 


BRIGHTON HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,700 
added 4YD 2m 2f 110yds 
14350 HEVER GOLF DIAMOND (24) 1 Best 11 2 -PHeafeyB) 


2AJ0 


14 IP OP FUNCHS HOTEL (22) ICQ) R Ro«; 12 11 10 -A Gandy 77) B 
210-406 WWWOMIQKSES lltt Ur. B Ware* 7 U 9 -fl Greene 

000032 ST VUE im«(DIH Buckler Hll 8 RPncfl 

55266-4 SWAN SIBEET (NZ) (47) C Uem 6 11 3 J Magee (3) 


345030 ROGERS Ptt M F Eccta 10 10 4 


25 BA AfiAPI IHU IUSA) B4) G L Moore 10 10._J>( 

3r gf AMOUS fUSA; HU gr? 3 O^Mm 1 ( 1 30 -D O T u fca r 

0 SAFECRAOIER (12) C MortW. 10 10 BPniMflB 

3 SPRHG CAMPAIGN (188) fif) M Pro 10 10 — lanie Bran 

6 nffiUAfl U3J D Gandcto 10 10 D Font 13) 

43TO2 TOPABLDW (17) P Daton 10 10 BFenbm 


P5C040 RAAMN (USA) (B) KJfl S IWamm 12 10 0 -5McNeH 

-Bdadarad- 

Muwnum itaffn: 10a. True lanOcdP *01 Rearm 9V 1 3fc. 

BETnMfc 15-8 Bt Wh. 7-2 Cana Street. 4-1 Ai nBcnmemoi i as. 5-1 Pnntirti 
HoieL 13-2 Rogcrt Pal, 10-1 Ratein 


DUBM BOUT J MuffK 10 6 


_S Cutoh 


4J20 


PONTWELL HAPfiMCAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5JXX> added 3m 2f 110yds 


Ora PETROS G9K (291 M Baton 10 5. 


-J Harris 17) 


63 SALTY ORL (11) J Moore 10 5 WMcFMttf 

65 SUMnAMJafcrtlOS PBdeB 

-Udectmd- 


BETTW& 5-2 btesu. 0-2 Tmtqar- 5-1 Salty GM. 11-2 Spring Co* 
page 6-1 Topadm, 7-1 SthrettB. 14-1 EJa AfiapJ Uoa. Htewr GeH Dia- 
awod. 20-1 Safecracker, 33-lottert 


14-PDPP NAZZARO (10) (CD) W G M Turner B U 0 TJUutay 

12 3343 HCOSA (8) RATci 8112 . - JHaNayO) 

262-tOO HARfUSTOWM LADY (46) GBaraifi 10 1L> 13 — B OBfwd B 
3FP434 OtmOrt ® 5 IVoodrrwi y 10 8 SMcNdl 


R3F33 CHBDHAY CHOCOUOE|1« ICO) PNUtiS 9 10 e.BPawal 
332424 UASIHICtDfflH (22) (CDHBFUteLBooer 13100 — 

DGaBartiarfl 


2.45 


HOUGHTON NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4300 added 2m 3f 


F5f230 NOfiDC VALLEY [13) M Pyje 6 11 10 tanfeEnw 

PJP230 RYTON RUN (132) Ura 5 08611211 5 .TJtfSlttm 

42434V COUMEL COLT (22) R EkCW) 6 10 13 DLetey 


- B declared - 

Mmmun iMegAc IOsl Tn* nanMsp wot^N: Maser Cume* 8a 

BETTW& EMCUdhayCtncatate, U-4 ItaHMo, 100-30 Itawa, 11-2 Cre- 
don, a-1 Hanbtmn Lady, 25-1 Masur Caamly 


- KPZUl RED BRANCH (14| J HjrA? 1011 -TJItapli, 

5 P-4P2PP BROHN ROBBER (331 t4n RNeratenon 010 7 BFottra 

-5dMtecd- 

BETTWQ: B-ll Red ttaneti, M Naidfc VStey. 13-2 Colonel Off, 8-1 Bran 
Bomber, 12-lRy!annm 


4.55 


MTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1*500 added 2m 2f 

20 ARRANGE USB JBaawtr 511 4 VStattKy 


■ The Sheikh Mohammed-owned Moanax has been 
ruled out of Thursday's Slayers' Hurdle by injury. His 
trainer. Barrv Hills, withdrew the 1W Si Leper winner 
because of Silling m his off-hind leg”. Moonax had ran 
three times m hurdles without winning and will re- 
turn id the Flat once he has recovered. Anthony 
Stroud. Sheikh Mohammed's raring manager, said: “It 
is a recurrence of lymphangitis. This is a reaming prob- 
lem and was one of the reasons we sent him jumping to 
keep him going over the winter." 


4 CBffAM SHOT (541 6 McCcul 6114 D Fora (3) 

0 H0mBYHA»D7)POwwiff6U4__. B Fenton 

CM) TMGHnH LAD (42) J ffenran 5 11 4 WMeFartaad 

Af-a YtXING MANNY B4) A Jessop 5 11 4 Rltan«y(3) 

14 MACY (21) (CD) H [MM 1 4 11 3 — B PMnH 

43 HOT It SAUCY (32) A 5 10 13 — IffSButh 

SSSB4BHLRST BYBI R Demi 5 10 13 D Laaby 

BUZMB BATMAN Us R Hemeeoi 4 10 lOJWr W HandBBcn 
30 KM6SMIOIU)IHP8IIAL(17)RC7SilA0n4 10 lO A McCabe 

2 SPUNHE (42) R Joman 4 10 10 D 

LBMHE ) Uffns 4 10 5 — S 

ROmLN£UBERMsBaJCaralMnrg4 105 -R 


-Utectaed- 

KITVKE U-4 SpanUe, 7-2 Certain StwL 9-2 Hacy.U-2 HoTN Saner, 
Mflnmae, 12-1 20-1 lfflBrtc.Rnrat Men ta l, Sea- 

iRSDuist Fli«r. Yow* Itany, 25-1 man 


1 C‘ : ,v ’ -7'^ • .■ • 
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CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL: The reigning Champion Hurdler is ready to fight to retain his title on the meeting s opening day 

Collier can hold the pretenders at 



RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Racing Correspondent 

The normality that embraces 
most people's lives has never 
been part of Jim Old’s experi- 
ences. "Lucky Jim " likes to op- 
erate at both poles of emotion. 
Last year was a perfect example: 
in March he won the Champi- 
on Hurdle but a few months lat- 
er his stables burned down. 

It is a measure of the full nel- 
son that the Cheltenham Festi- 
val holds on racing ihai Old 
would probably be happy to ac- 
cept a repetition of last year’s sec- 
ond leg of the double if Collier 
Bay can retain his crown today. 

There will be a new grand- 
stand and a new start time 
when the games begin at the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: What's The Verdict 
(Cheltenham ZOO) 

NB: Collier Bay 
(Cheltenham ai5) 

foot of Cleeve Hill this after- 
noon, but otherwise there will 
be little deviation from the in- 
gredients that make Chel- 
tenham an abnormal sporting 
occasion. The turnstiles will 
click about 140.000 times this 
week and just about everyone 
who comes through the door 
will take home an outstanding 
memory. No such guarantee can 
be extended to betting money. 

Old is approaching his per- 
sonal witching hour in typical 
form. -I’m tired, irritable, ner- 
vous and depressed," he said 
yesterday. “Just normal really.” 

Collier Bay is fine too and has 
suffered no effects from the 
night when fire swept through 
Upper Herdswick Farm and col- 
lected some of his stabiemates. 
Those looking for a divine sign- 
post may care to consider that the 
seven-year-old’s box was the 
least affected in the conflagration. 

Collier Bay has burned up the 



track just once this season, 
when successful at Tewcester last 
month, and is unbeaten since 
this meeting two years ago. 
However, Ola sees the glinting 
eyes of danger everywhere. 
“We’re stepping into the un- 
known with our horse because 
he's never jumped on going as 
fast as this," he said. “It's going 
to be a good-ground Champion 
and It just so happens that the 
new bunch he's got to beat, like 
Space Thicker and Make A 
Stand, are good-ground horses. 
I’m approaching the race with 
my customary pessimism." 

One of the few reliable spec- 
ulations for today is that Make 
A Stand will be in front for a 
large portion of the race, while 


CHELTENHAM 

ZOO; SHADOW LEADER has won 
both his novice hurdles in good style 
and was particularly impressive 
when cruising in at Newbury last 
time on easy ground. He coped well 
with a firmer surface on the Flat. 
What’s The VfenUd fired a warning 
shot for the Irish when winning at 
Chepstow on Saturday and, along 
with his stable-companion Finne- 
gan’s Hollow and Graphic Equalis- 
es leads the Irish challenge. 

nro 

235: MULLIGAN, who has looked 
invincible in tw o-mile novice chas- 
es this term, looks the first-day 
banker. He made it five-out-of five 
when hammering Squire SUk 1 71b 
worse off now) by six lengths in a 
Grade 2 novices' chase over 2m on 
good to firm ground at Warwick. 
Prior to that, he had clobbered 
Beakstown by nine lengths - with 
Penndara another length back in 
third -in the Grade 2 Arkle Novi- 
ces' Chase at Leopardstown on 
good ground. The course winner 
Celibate is Tib better off with his 
Haydock conqueror. Flying Instruc- 
tor. Tor the four lengths he beat him 
that day (2m, good). 



3.15: MAKE A STAND may be im- 
proving East enough to make aD and 
reverse November's six-length 
course defeat by Space Trtjcker, de- 
spite meeting that rival on 131b 
worse terms. The selection ran 
away with the Tote Gold Trophy at 
Newbuty last time. Collier Bay 
needs easier ground. Large Action 
wants further and Sanmartioo and 
I'm Snpposin have yet to show their 
high-level Flat form over hurdles. 
□□□ 

335: KADL who ran better than his 
final position suggested - be made 
a bad mistake three out - when 23 
lengths fifth to Gold Cup con- 
tender Coome Hill in the Jim Ford 
Chase over 3m 1/ on good ground 
at Wincan ton last time, may reveise 
platings with Maamor, who was 
seven lengths ahead in fourth but 
reopposes on 71b worse terms here. 


rs 

-■ > 



Men at work. 


■ . -f .\ 


; *V\ 


(See above). 



Space Thicker can win only if 
he pokes his nose in front while 
the hats are going in the air. This 
may be a Champion one year 
too early for both, though. 

Of the rest. Large Action will 


be prominent and not ridden for 
a turn of foot, because he has 
not got one, while the presence 
of Sanmartioo, who had alter- 
native engagements in novice 
grade, looks an afterthought. 


CHAMPION HURDLE - 10 -YEAR-TALE 


| Winner's pfaca ki batting: . 1 


1387 88 89 80 «t 82 S3 94 95 96 1 

g 2/3 2 


2 J- 


2 O 


SMfntpdDa: 


n-JO 7-1 50-1 9&40 41 B-l 13-2 9-1 U£ 91 


6 


9 


8 6 


Profit or toanoll stake: Favooritaa -£290. Second R twdirtiB>-£0a7 
Paiiew t ag o of wtoarapleoed lot, amor art In teat ace: 100% . 

5t m »te ti «tBed wagon See. You Then ll- 10 0987) 


I Loageat-prtoed wdnofi Beech Hoad 50-1 139891 


Top trainer G Baidmg - Beech Rnac H389) & Money Sfreet 11391) 
Top jockey: P Scudamore - Celtic Shot (1988), GranvRM Aguv (199m 


One novice who must be 
considered is I'm Suppqsm. He 
was just behind Pusudski at 
the Curragh last year, and if you 
want to extrapolate the winner's 
subsequent Breeders' Cup Turf 
success then I'm Snpposin is a 
better Flat horse than Shantou 
and Dushyantor. Eight hurdles 
now fie in wait, but the five-year- 
old has shown that his vaulting 
is proficient in two win ter starts. 

However, it is Collier Bay 
(next best 3.15), who remains 
the one to beat. Old is un- 
shakeable in his belief that the 
champion can operate only on 
ground that can be stirred, a 
thought that is reinforced by the 
horse’s galloping action. How- 
ever, it must be remembered 


'rnmmmmmsrn. 
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ASTEC BUZZ SHOP NATIONAL HUNT HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS B) £44000 added 3m If £34y41A 


ZOO Shadow Leader 
Z35 MULLIGAN (lib) 
335 Make A Stand 


HYPERION 
3.55 Kadi 

4*30 Time For A Run 
5 j 05 Henrietta Howard (nb) 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, galloping coon* wkh stiff fences. Uphill ron-in of :140yd. 

■ Course hlmN of town off A4-15. Bus Hnk bom Chehenham nation famed by Bns- 
lot. Btrmlnafuun and London, P&ddtngian} 2m. ADMISSION: Clob S50; TattenaBs SM; 
Courage Enclosure S. 10. CAS PARK: SR. 


U12U-6 MAAMURlUSAJUSJfCDf [WsALHbod)TFcraer9 1110. 
123525 MM(OBQ[191fC)UEBmwDHdiCfeonB113. 


22-1314 CMLITAIMVcnHBF] MsJaneUve)DNdntnn7113 
444W Ftysrs NAP (31} (CD) [H J Toy? R WnBr 11 11 2 


— AThorabm 
-RDunmody 
— H Jot— on 


22-1111 OBBMlCfiMMM)(4S){lWi0lQ9leriGRtfwti9112 pCadwiy 

01-1413 YDIKSfinEGAm(4a(CDtf9Ri^J&IM11112 MWUaonon 

411-*30 BAVAHO DO CUS) (Sjsgami Satosi HCmrtee 3 U 0 — C LUwnffi 


W5F25P SBTOH ABBEY (17) (CD) (G A Hub&Wt) G HtAbanf 12 10 11 __JUcftaol ffemarai (3) 

90125-6 jncsmpgtcqiB^tMiteiraroPMGhais laioe mKnu&nu 

10 013421 IfilOlWWtIDOnfBumRanwQuWMvIRWMnnifla . -J r 




■ LEADING FESTIVAL TEAINEHS WITH BUNNE8S: M K»e — 1 3 wtnnm from 224 
ninncis gives a suoxw ratio of 5.33% and a lass wall terol stake of SI 01 00; D Nichol- 
son — 1 1 winners. I0n> runners. lUJiV -SI 1.-50; J Gifford — 10 winner*. UM nm- 
rters, O&sQb. +i 13.00; N Henderson — *? winners. 36 runners, 10-5%, SlO.Ol. 

B LEADING FESTIVAL JOCKEYS; R Dunwoody— II wlrmeis.111 rides DJM. -S-L00; 
C F Swan — 10 winners, 79 rides. +417.2.T, JO*lHjrne — 9 winners, 92 rides. 

9.8%. -£28.1%; Vt Dwyer — 7 winners. 78 rides. 9%, -45.8(1. 

BUNKERED FIHST TIME: H umbel fiOOj; Guest Performance (lisrued l (3.15); Dan- 
ger Baby (vawetfl (4.WJ.I. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: What’s The Verdict 12.00) won at Owp-aow 
on Saundoy. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS (FROM WITHIN BRITAIN): Lord Of The West l4-»l 
& Gf»e Best i5.03) have been sen: miles by J J 0*Ncffl from Skdlon Wood End. 

Cumhrla; General Co mm a n d f 3ilS )scm 280 miles by G Richards from Ungnoke. Cum- 
brtx ErxarUaa (o.Ooi sent 223 miles by Mrs M Kevcky from Ungdale. Oevdand. 


2-00 


CITROEN SUPREME NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) 
(Grade 1} £45D00 added 2m 110yds £45385 


C4 


1 1 DEMO'S BEEN0 CSS) (Tne Sue CTra 'J 5 11 8 

2 1-4122 n«mMrSHOUaVf37)3 3 U±fRSiA03snilif l 7118 CFSwm 

3 4-20113 GWmCEQUAUSB) (45) ID) (BF) 'ERAS-: Vice az< =1*> 5 11 S — DTEoa 

£ 31 HUMBaiUSkiasiWUoaeSTV-lial’ieJ M.-SU8 R Dmmdy B 

5 111142 KAHASH IUSAJ (IS) (CD) [BF) ^ ^ 11 S A P McCoy 

6 154142 IB5IBI RM (ID (CD) FI kV5 & V; f, :rfir*.as 5 11 8 D MRpnter 

7 53-LfflJ 80RIW BREEZE 154) miBF) 3 . :c-s V p=s S 11 3 DWalsh 

34 P0UDMMS<17) IMOTn Bcase. t 3lHy 5 11 8 CODayor 


11 (M5U5P GRANGE BRAKE (82) (C) (D) (Mn J MouW N TmsSsvOiMei 11 10 WMdi 8 

12 102223 BVm(IM»OECliaiq»mDutodVfesnr»S^IR*affI01D2 _AP McCoy B 

33 242U22 ROMNff CRB(tl2) (D) (A J Thomson) J Pace 8 ID 0 ICriUyV 

14 22-1121 SIDIWnUCMBI (11IB (CO) (Tim Dwd C WbadonB 10 0 HRUmda 

-Udedmd- 

4Mm«n HefgfC iOst Itoeftsnaiean hu^ik Ronanr GeeirwiOh. SBamMerM a. 

BETIBS6: 9-« Ceoeraf CoaaaaPd. 11-2 MHdaMm, 8-1 Mawng. 13-Z Kmft 8-1 Rlw Man date. 10-1 
Cal It A D^. 12-lYo«tattn Me, IB-1 RyerhHap, 25-lStwffacSBr, JaawsPlah RomyCraak, 
33-lBmdDtau, Hrangs Bnha, 6D-1 SDMsmi Mboy 
IMG: Maamr 8 10 0 4 ftannjn 13-2 ff Focaal 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The ground and the farm booh suggests Doncaster’s Great VorhsMre Chase winner Gen- 
eral Command can beat MUDAHUfl. but MuJahun regstered a deesnt tone when bat- 
ding bach to beat Kmg Lucifer m the taring Post Chase at Kempton. That mn dtepeBed at 
rhou^as dw Mudahim was Just a mud -stagger and h* throng sprit, to gfag m meka Nm 
very hart to beat on mis tou^i bach. This Cast 0ound0ws General Commandewy chance 
of homo and he ooroes out a better hoisu at wese wet&tts man Mudafnm on tttat 
latest mi Dorn KngLuefer. He wfl nattiwe it so easy tram the front today- Mamurand 
Kadi were eraered for the Grid Cud and bom rook an Coome Hfi at VMncamon lfl days 
ago. Prior to the wn\ m this 12 months ago. Maamurhad defied 12st « Unto* so he tan 
cany a weight MaamurwiflcomeonlrtmWincarRDnandBnotoutofiLKadl.apastwin- 
nerbf the MWdmay Of Fl«e (beat DuMm Flyer), has It m pram over the tnp and, lAe Maa- 
mur. he would really Me softer grwnd. But he was stti naveltng nicely when a blunder 
mree out stooped Nm m Coome Hirs race at Wmcanton and Richard Dunwoody is an Ida- 
at partner m noU lam together. Kadri> staMema® Cafl R A Day, second to Qkl Bodge in 
the Mildmay Of Flete last year, ran stones below form m the Rrong Post Case. At Newbury 
a formed earlier, he had i«*k| the ideal type for thre race when bearing Rfwr M a n r W , 
who tie mees on a fervent 2m worse terms today. Fryer's Nap was beaten out of slfitn tn 
das tor rear, -and Yorkshire Goto a aba hart to fancy tn tins league desorte JW good 
record here. Bavard Dfeu may rex reverse Uttoceter form with Can k A Day. and the notice 
Stnrmtiadiar is ashed a stem question. Sel ect io n : mltoawm 


430 


9 1 151 PfRNCERlL (24) (D) iRawti ersMr. --■Ji's =*rrjn 6 118 R Fsnat 

10 11 SHADOW lEAOBf [3U (D) •xms r . b 11 a lOsfaame 

11 0-32213 SMOilHSKM'WsChnCte.-sri JicrySUS MARzgenhl 

12 1 DC R»« PHANTOM CUD (D! 9 - Se» >:4r^ , M Tscsnns 3 U 8 PHm 

514143 1MRS SCHOLARS 123) (D) V V£n. ,*< V-rafi 11 8 — DJ Casey 


FULKE WALWYN KJM MUR AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS B) £25,000 added 3m If £2L363 

3F-3322 KMG UK»BJ (U) j DaueS* D richtfcon 8 11 ID Nr S Tboratan (5) 

1U23-IF CHBSYNUT (19) (Ftrt 8 Co L2ll P fkrtfc 8 11 8 HrJTta«d{7] 

063311 ™KRJBABMU2)UP«(aianu5>E(raa(lyiW10U8 Hr P Fenton 


1-2121 WADE ROAD OR) (D) ilad Gru&o: Vs “ -.T?T 6 11 5 (CMMy 

111 WHATSTHEVHnRCTaimiSdffruiCrFartriAOBrsiiriSllS B Hughes 

14112 WHP HAND (21) (D) (BF) il^y Ucrf i#CXT. 1 F^Gra-S 6 11 3 PCMMny 


13 

14 

15 
Id 

17 12-1221 QUEBiOrSPAOE5BS)(D)^-hsR-i«rar.«“-rr3r<Oa«s:il3. 

BETnn 4-1 RroegartHok., 5-1 Shadow Leader. 6-1 teanbeL 8-1 Queen Of Spades. 10-1 WtaTa 
The Venflri. 12-1 Graphic EqraOser. Wade Road, 14-1 Dewtf* Beano. 16-1 KaBasb, 20-1 Wdp 
Haod.Tbree Sriiotars, 25-lThe Rytag ntmuo, PitocelU, Mister RM, 33-1 Potydamas, 50-1 North: 
Breeze, 200-1 Smoferwh 

1996: fndetaro 5 11 3 W Uareon 25-1 1’-fcsj =ira.-.- 27 rar. 

FORM GUGDE 

Aidan O’Brien wanned up for the FesTrrat by serd rr.g out WbaTsThe Venfietto win a valu- 
able race at Cnepstnu in good sr/e on Sanrcay arc! r s ro sumnse to see the five- year- 
aid out again so soon such was the authority of hfe vwi. Hs earlier lengtti success from 
Boss Doyle at Ocmroei was a smart effort agamst a Pc, a! SunAliiance entrant, out ire oo- 
poattor on Saturday was second ■dr/ison comparBC ’J lacafi^ Charlie Swan has ridden 
Whars The veroict to an itree of ns wns aui s on sabiemat* FTNNEGANB HOLLOW here. 
The seven -year-old -jm not see a racecourse uni Aqni last year alien aannmga good ferry - 
house bumper on fast ^tvjnd He broke a aood vessel on ns hurtling debut but has done 
nothing wrong since, vnrmjng a maacer. at Leocariscwn ana ftmsJvng iecorxl to Chamgi- 
on Hurtle fancy fm Suoposm irec Aot ar Naas an e :c Royal SunAlharoe hotpot and sta- 
biemaie istebraa (beaten a rteriu bar* at Leocarestavn. ri-tnegarfs HoAov might nrt have 
beaten Istabraq last bme had lw nder been harder on h.m and ne looks sometnng to bet 
on today win me sound in his favour, firregar's Hcflo 1 * has me beating of fallow Irish 
renters Graphic EquaHser and Three Scholars, s ~. farmer smart Rat racer Hurotoef can 
pose a threat. He beat a big field <n gnC style a: Faryrouse las martin and is emuooed 
wnn the buni-ers ne wore on the Flat. The name ccnr ngerr does not faol> panicu fariy strong 
Shadow Leader was imoressrve rf> beating AS* °ercy four lengths at Newbury iMyriaman 
mroi and IS another with (PQC farm on dh? Rat Who aA ime tre ground. Qaeen Of Spadee 
n tough ana Mil run her usual good race, nfaie sao'etra’.e Mister RMcauld boos Ins Hemp- 
ion conoueor Sanmarerws CStamoon Hurofe n«es r.m a sold show. A une mrougi Pay 
aamas gws Shadow Leader a near edge, mou^i. Beano's Beano was most impressive 
in beaang Law Kanba a risnru* at Newton AKxc m December. Out that was on soft ground 
anc tne runner-up has been disaoparrcng, ance. Wade Rond beat Knlesh a rerigm at 
Kempim last nine -3nd both hare «omenng to crovv. So te ctlon: onnegans HOUOW 


24-3F0P BRADBURY STAR (31) (CD) (lames CmriXfi i Sfiart 12 11 7. 
221-046 ML FOR LUCK (19) (D)lBJCra0M PH* 12 11 4 


....Mr P Cnteaffe (7) 
-Mr B R HamStOB ( 


43P-1=U CMBnuSG0RSE(39(Q(BF)(DRSQdenNGasa«L11012 1* P Scott (7} 

FIV7-24 CAMBIIT KNGHT (U) lUchael Gass N Tmam-DMes 11 10 9 MrMRfawl^ 

LU3P2 LORD OF TKE WEST (31) iftne CUtfeEEDlWestTTSaiJJOTfall 8102 -WCBocnerp) 
25T-0P SO FAfi KftD (32) ,-Wis Jon ftyrarl I Wfijans 7 10 1 HrTDaaneaB 


334LP6 DANGER BA8V (ID) Meuse taatg) D Uttam 7 10 0 

2333F1 UJClff DOLLAR p4),-GPDIArie)nBa*y 9 100 

-Udodamd- 


.MrSDsmdi(7)V 
— HrRWMay(7) 


Mrtrom IOsj. hue fatftoffl Danger Betrj Ssf 96, Lucl9 Dolar 9s Sb. 

BETTMOc 2-1 Time For A Rwl H4 Ktag Lcdfer, 114 ChanjeoL 13*2 CMtbnM Bone. B-l Led 
01 The Vast, 10-1 Camelat Ka&t, 16-1 Al Far lndt, 25-1 Bradbary Star. Loriqr Dolor, 33-1 So 
Ear BoM. Dangir Baby 

1998: Stop (he WWler 7 9 11 K ttufai 18-1 IF Munfty) 22 fen 
FORM GUIDE 

LORD OF THE WEST should be raw nowomss about the fasosh sound. He has looted 
orone to the occasional blunder in its Ome, out he Jumped fee an am land at Utttneter 
last time when a fine second to the praO’Bsswe General Ponffe. King Loctfer w# not mind 
the ground and must have a leading chance m this lower grade after seconds to General 
Commend m the Great Yorkshire and Mudshim m the Racing Post (beaten a net* with the 
rest wen seen off). Chenynut had Kde chance In Coome Hffa race at Wfncmin and tel 
four out wnan fa arrears. He was ex lengths better than Kng Lucifer whan bath made that 
reappeaance at Worcester, thou^i the rwriioison hone fe new 3fa better off vnUi improved 
farm since. Time Far A Ran has contested (he Iasi three rurauifp of (he Coral Cup - win- 
ning it m 1994. finishing third in 1995 and the subject of an unsuccessful gamble under 
Richard Dunwoody when etgnti to Tramgot 12 months ago. Norman lMUamson dd the 
steering when Time Far A Rut delivered a tehng turn of foot to beat Whale Of A Knight at 
iMoartsown 3nd fas only subsequent run was owr a many inadequate two mtesatNaos 
behind Opera Hat. Alt For Lnrii was m second spat when he wtseated Phihp Fenton four 
out m Has race fast year, nhde Cfrtstmas Gorae. a past wnner of the tour-mHer, may Just 
have the tea the neeessaiy dash for today* task. Setoctfcn: LORO OF THE WEST 


5.05 


HAMLET EXTRA MILD CIGARS GOLD CARD HTMP HURDLE 

(FINAL) (CLASS B) £30p00 added 3m 2f £27^10 

30-31FL PHARDC*R(lJ)(aartesFasEn0^D(5di!*ai7!2 0 HrR1kmae(S) 

1-112U RBSE MUCK (3D (Ofafaham taeng UdD N TaemOares 7 11 1 CUwefcn 

111-024 BtZAQMN (38) (D S HMl Us H taefey 7 110 ran 

P05-U2 MHM (38) (BF) fW E SUV J OU 7 1013 1 Osborn 


1303-flR tMNJMG[118| (Kn^tKaWstatnesfisdURpeS Iflll 

005-14 HKJ0MF1QD (&) 0 C Sae£j J Midiem (M) 8 10 11 


9 oc ARKLE CHALLENGE TROPHY (NOVICE) CHASE 
(CLASS A) (Grade 1)£75D00 added 2m £53,762 


C4 


44322? BEAKSnMN (23) -w-s 3 j UVeerai "far? Vira V-> 8 LI 3 T P Tteecy 

211112 CELBATE |17) (CO) (BF) iStartfcn BrCgs sfarrsne C Mom 5 11 8 IRMtton 

11MG1 nswc (RSTRUCraniT, (DJiLW UfT 1 ?a«Br • IS 3 ABefaqr 

rjll-m uomma LAD OZ» mtotzn:*zr*r 913 S C Atari* 

1ULU WJUJGAk (24) (Dj (LsS) H3Ti 3 7 li S RDomu* 

W313 OH SO RtSW ©) ^ latoi J Ss«3T 10 11 4 

101-112 OR ROTAL (FR) BOHR iDA icr.Ten' V =5? o 11 3- 



A P McCoy B 

12031? PHIWIWACai®)(8fl .«ta:5i.tv:.cra'A9B.-«:'K8118 CFSwan 

1S50U SQUWSILKWAJia^.OS^i S11& PCMeny 


2 
3 
2 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 551225 GUMSA III) iMrc 1 K Pwef M T«2r. De/« T 3 CUewalys 

-lOdBriared- 

BETT1N&: 11-10 AMIgre, 5 Or ReysL 11-2 Sqara £Bk, 13-2 Ceflbste, 8 Ryfaghstneter, 12 U0H- 
•nog Lid, 2& PooMlara. BeatafarM, ZOO Guieda 

199®: venaie Canyon 7 118S Omarevr. 7-1 «EQ&K»- :e V- 

ram guide 

Mrtfigen win haw virtua*-/ payed back ivs liM.OJCfpts oufenaw pnee rf bb wb b« and 
the race revolves around hm. He cornprehens..eiy beat Squire 58fc and Flying losttuc- 
tor at Warwick last tmie on Fits worse :enrs anc sfauprerec me Irish raiders Bc afo ttnwn 
and Pemdara-c a; Leoparestown before mat. Tre ground will not tie a problem for Mua» 
gan and. on the book, ms bow jumper Tuny meres res short odas. Nonemeiess, tfas is n« 
first run at Cheffennam and he has never before faced as many as e-gffi mais ov®f fencos. 
At rooming odds it may be belter to take a chance on CBUBATE CharSe Mann's runner 
was beaten four tenths by Rymg maruaor a: Hj,ccck las: moiSh. au: ha was concettng 
7ib and hBd haa a break 9mce Novwmw. On nrs onwous Ceubafo had beaten land 
Afar 3u fervgsns over the course ara disiance, M second wro here, and Land Afar went on 
to run Multipn to a rfack at level weights a; Sandown. Ex-rienoi dr Royal footed good 
winning hs fast hrorons far Martin Pipe a: Chessiaaivi: was beaten three lengms Dy Sm- 
pfy Dashing an good to hm gyouna at Ascot m December, tnung inue nawng psan crus- 
mg. He wears the blintere mar sewed rum wen os r.s fast r*o starts over hurries m France, 
but he really needs it softer, a fine through Super Can gr*s Ughtentog Lad. winner of 
mm ha starts over fences, a dc to find witft l> Rcr.ai. -an# Guhrta vras only fifth to Land 
Afar at Kempton. Setectfon: CELIBATE 


3 

4 

5 
s 

3 

9 

10 

11 D5-14U HEFHEim HOWARD (38) p V 

12 ISO IIP PALOSANIO (3S (BF) (BA I 

13 &P2112 S0UTHSIHUBHtS(8n0f 

14 1041210 AHTHAEIE (31) IHweit 1 Erabrti HiEtirs) Wg J Htmen 7 30 0._._ 

15 467P-J0 IKON VjHflODlXrtEMtajSOuN-flflyflBlClteflll 100 

16 214035 TIM (14 fffafonbB U4 1 Jerftns 7 10 0 ^J<AI 

17 U29S3 DA11T 0OY (15) (T H T Easat^ 5 10 1) . 

18 ltraOO DMAU DANCER PQfQECareiM Pee 7 100 6S 

19 31PQ2S 0WAUIJWU)OCE(4i(HavetSiwkiCRB*HllO100 IRl 

M 2-54245 KADAR (31) (D) (Mrs Hurgiel Sartumn R Rcwe 7 10 0 L_D J K*w 

21 312403 fifilEBESTpflUPNfcManjsiJ JOTfe*6MO 

22 113444 GEHERALMOUKD«{32){ASHd»SiJMPIce7100. 

23 5-11123 SHOW BOARD (3?) (BfllFJSanauyi UrsMlonssSlOO.-. 

24 1SWO WSTER BLAKE (11] (CQ Nf 0 EdMnfcj R lee 7 100 

-Ml 


-APHsOpyB 

-nr 


2423/62 UNTORROCHSBBKnwtoi WsTamshweDTThjrson JonesdlOfi XAtarafn 

1B2226 ROHAKBTf KIElfSDO® UOSroaaeai MFfoe7106 DUMA 

1-UOU HABJE 0B9BC JM Pi tMs V Sfodidab) N TnKtovOaes 7 10 fi Jeuht 

413132 OUfW>IAN(SqnUNn8eiJHe«i)el0104 NWttuwnB 

MrsD FfeVE 7 10 4 

M Pipe r 10 2 

KBa4ey7100 


.CFS 



-_H Job 


Umram wftgfic ]Qp. free fiondicso ne^fisr Saafwm ftt 13b Mftnedc 13b, Utn V9s 

12Si fotelQ&^&v&m.U^DaK&DuhBtka'K&ataTBi.KnrSaGh.CueaaiSa 

^QmenllVIa^^^SnmBimlBg^UbaEUKta 

HETTWG; 7-2 MBocdWd, 6-1 Wind, 8-1 HesriribiHowBrt, 9-1 Freddie Hock, lD-lEri*Sin,JW* 

Dwttag. »se Best, 12-1 tarnear. Souttern f^ts. 16-1 Untoo Rocks, 20-1 Arfttasfe 25-L 
OtyanWro. fUwm my Pate. PWocantt.M-1 Dnfly Boy. 33-1 Odum 
1998: Great Eretty 6 10 1 R McGram 7-1 (WSnreyi 24 rm 

FORMORDE 

5°°™™ J I, 9 K T^ "f 5 S^ 1 "* 001 tor a “W wn * n *“nd to MywantfB at LHtowur fflml. 
He was blushed aade by Tars Bridge hate m Decartw. but he fines up fresh, u* ante- 
tioai money has been far MBtonlleM. a vanning stayer at LeooaftistDwfi and (Sven a wam- 
up rane daysaffl be hmd_Spa cg Trucker aver two miles. RBqua&OftaMwtowft stay the 
Vahml .iy ErzaroCT - afier the Sandown race won by Tuflyrtuny Tpff, fa firiaNne 
^ lengths cfaa 5 fcariaa who«^ 

gate and stays vary wen. He m fa an ancoufaBng mn at Newcastle iaet time, 

^ r3te5 0 bettef than ^ stablemme Ha8n 

diT?? ^ atW0 * 3efQn * i fca run for two monm^S 
matte ttMWJunmo m that wifauttmetefrara and he la better served bv more cur in mo 

^ ® DUn4 rrt8W “ 2 **- ** aaaM to * 
gfepwnvL stays wen and has a chance. . Selection: SOUTHERN MGHT$ 


© 


0 



Digging deep: Collier Bay and Graham Bradley today attempt to repeat last year's Champion Hurdle win Photograph: Dan Abraham/Sporting Life 


that in an earlier life Collier Bay 
ran 10 times on the Flat as a 
three-year-old for John Gosden, 
and many of his better perfor- 
mances, including his sole win, 
came on firmish ground. , 
Those who are considering a 
dabble on Fm Supposin will 
take keen interest in the curtain- 
raiser, which will be contested 
by his nearest Naas victim, 
Finnegan's Hollow. He is the 
Aidan O'Brien stable selected 
choice of Charlie Swan, and vic- 
tory for O'Brie n's other entry, 
WHAT'S THE VERDICT (nap 
2.00), may show that the bad 
judges arc not limited to outside 
the r unning rails. 

Today’s other cards and 
yesterday’s results, page 21 
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sport 


Arnold attacks the ‘put nothing in’ philosophy 


Following their relatively dis- 
appointing return of three sil- 
ver medals from the wbrld 
: indoor championships in Paris 
over the weekend, Malcolm 

■ Arnold, toe?Great Britain head - 
• coach, yesterday delivered an 

uncharacteristically blunt as- 
: sessment of the team’s perfor- 

■ maace, singlingout the former. 

’ world and.-OIympic champion 

Sally GtumeD among others. - 
Second-best for . - Jamie 
Baulcb, Golin Jackson 'and~ 
Ashia Hansen was not enough - 
to placate .Arnold, who also at- . 
tacked this country’s lack of fi- 
nancial support for the sport 
“I know ,th&.was the world- 


championships. and that the 
.competition is fierce, but Z ex- 
pected more.** Arnold said. 

The men’s relay team per- 
formed very badly indeed, Steve 
Smith and Dalton Grant in.the 
. high : jump . didn’t do- what we 
hoped for mid I Was disap- 
pointed m Safly" [Gunnell] and 
Phyllis Smith too.- • 

“They under-p erfor med, it’s 
as-shnine-as that. If they had 
performed at their normal lev- 
; el they could have Won medals.'’ 

But while- Arnold was not 
happyiwith the lack of medals, 
'he suggested that the public 
were perhaps demahdmg too 
much from the {port. “We just 


haven't got the resources our 
competitors have," Arnold said. 
“If you put nothing in you de- 


serve to get nothing out. and in 
: of m 


terms of money this country is 
putting nothing in. 

“It's actually getting plenty 
out for nothing, and there's so 
much commitment horn every- 
body involved. But we have 
very poor facilities and we need 
to put that right. All that we are 
askfog for is half the price of 
Alan Shearer’s left leg" 

Arnold’s protests notwith- 
standing. medals now are only 
half the story. After claiming one 
of the 24 individual win bonus- 
es ofS50,000 (£32*000) in Paris, 


Mike Rowbottom 

on fall-out from the 
weekend's world 
indoor athletics 
championships 


the Ukrainian shot putter Vita 
Pavlysh was asked what meant 
most to her the medal or the 
money. “To speak frankly." she 
replied, “I needed the money." 

The response of most other 
gold medallists was less explic- 
it. Wilson Kipketer, for instance, 
whose two world 800 metre 
records illuminated the week- 
end, maintained that it did not 


matter if there was money on of- 
fer or noL For ail that, he 
walked away with S50.000 for his 
victory and a further S5G.00G for 
breaking the world record. 

The effect of the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration’s introduction of 
prize-money to this event spoke 
for itself. In contrast to the pale 
offerings in Barcelona two years 
ago, the 1997 championships at- 
tracted an entiy rich in Olympic 
and world medallists. 

The resulting action was cor- 
respondingly rich. Besides Kip- 
keier’s sublime running, and 
two other world records in the 
women's 400m relay and pole 





GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 


The touts win be heading for 
Highbury rather than did Ttof-' 
fora on semi -final day. Though 
the Fbofo&U. Association has 
learned from last year's greed, 
their inherent hureacracy^has 
handicapped their attempts to 
stage two popular football fies- 
rivals on 13ApriL' ■ 

Wimbledon v Chelsea will sell 
out. Travelling costs are mini- 
mal for both sets of supporters 
and Highbuiy's capacity is in-' 
sufficient tq cope with Chelsea’s, 
new mas s support, let alone 
Wimbledon’s steadily growing 
hard-core. 

Middlesbrough v Chesterfield 
is a different matter. As last year, 
the Manchester semi-final is 

. Body to be piayedin front a back- 
drop of empty seats: a fine ad- 
vert for the' Wbikf Cup 2006 bid. 

Last year’s problem was tick- 
et pric^ Tbb many ticketswere 
at fop whack, £38, hot enough - 
were af £12. Fhns of Liverpool, 
in particular, and Astoa^fiDa, re- 
fused to pay and there were ; 
15,000 empty seals. The FAs va- 
pid explanation - the views were , 
sogoodtheyhadtochaigepre-' 
mium prices for thare-led to the 


andmoatai^arterswOl expect 
theta to defeat GbesterfidA- In 
the 'draimstances, -many wQl 
savetheir cash rather. than irav- : 

: e] to Maikh^er. i could . 

by on Saforddy. Chesterfield, a 
relatively depressed nrea fol- .: 
lowing the collapse of the coal 
industry,' amply dq not have' 


should be erected in front 
them to justify tower prices.* ; 

On tins matter the EA has ' 
seen sense. Same ground, same . 
views, dSfferent_pnce structure. 
They said yesterday there would 
be “si gnifi c a n tly iewei " seats at 
- £3S and many more at £12 and. 
£22L to most seasons thatwouM 
create a fill] bouse,, even at 
=' 55,000-capadty Old Tfcafford. 

But this year is different For 
varying reasons both chibs may 
be relatively poorly supported. 
For Boro fans the match could 
be the filling in . a Wembley 
sandwich. They seem bkely to be 
; in the Coca-Cola Cup final the 
previous Sunday (they defend a. 

. 2-0 first-leg semi-final lead at 
home to Stockport tomorrow) 


course,- these, circum- 
stances arefoOTthe fault of the 
FA; nor s.OJdTfaBbnffs vast ca~ . 
pacity The choice Of ground is . 
Vahdieveryonq whowantsto go 
will be ablefo, toe pitch is per- 
fect (an importaniconsideiation. . 
after AfiDa Farids “beach" last 
year) and itdoes not add to fix- 
forecongestioa - Manchester-!. 
United are away that weefceadL 
- What is nhder their control 
is ticket prices. These, howev- 
er; were ast long ago when foe * 1 
usual suspects could have been 
expected; in the semis, Man- 
chester United, Arsenal and. 
company. There was tfaiis no 
sedpe for adjusting prices 
(which have been, static for 
four years) to likely demand. 
-There is not even a family con- 
cession, which could have been 
a very.good way af turning the ., 
occasion into , a day out 
.. Final judgement will have to 
■ be reserved until foe mix of tick- 
et-prices is dedded. This col- 
umn's, view coul d be unduly 
pessimistic more than 30,000 
seatswill be under £25 and they 
should sellr while the allocation 
of 17,000 seats at £38 should be 
substantially reduced. The tele- 
vision coverage will also help, 
with fewer fanshaving access to 
the Old ThrfforcT match as it is - 
being shown on Sky. 

The FA’s problem is that 
even a 45,000 crowd leaves . 
10,000 spaces, and empty seaty 
are so much more visible than 
gaps on terracing used to be. : 


FA CUP Seal-finals {13 April): Mmbtadm , 


vChesmffefd (anj eatOWTrantud}. I 
.Ma raptaya (TUa 22 A|qfi): MmUedon v 

Chelsea (7.451 far WgNm 

vCheflerteM (7.45) /at I 


Real Zaragoza’s Austrian International goalkeeper, Otto Konrad, dutches his head after 
being struck by a firework during Sunday^ Spanish League fixture at Athletic Bilbao. He 
received hospital treatment for bums near one eye. to September 1994, Milan had their 
San Siro stadium closed for two games after Konrad, then playing for Casino Salzburg in 
the Champiohs' League, was struck by a bottle Photograph: Txema Femandez/EFE 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Devils book first place in final stages 


2= 


Ice hockey 


Cardiff ■'■Devils, the . 

champions, booked- the . — _ 
place indie Superteague Cham- 
pionship semi-finals next week- 
end with a 4-3 win overiAyr 
Scottish Eagles in Group A on 
Sunday. Newcastle tbbrasnnd 
Ayr vie to jot 0 foera- at the 
Nynex Centre, Manchester:, to 
the other group, Shdfieki Steel- 
eis and Nottiq^iam Ptatbexs are 
all but guaranteed places. . . 

It all looked easy enough for 
the Webihon Sundaywheutfrey 


put away four goals in 12 min- 
utes, though Ayr fought bade to 
4-2. The game blew up half-way 
' through -with a fracas which 
saw the DevDs* Mike Ware miss 
the rest oftbe game and Eagles’ 


- back-up minder Cohnn Caval- 


t-up mnu 
la out for 12 minutes. 


.. With calm restored. Eagles re- 
duced the difference to one 
grial lO minutes from the end,- 
botwito two mimiles remaining, 
Devilswere an a power play. Ea- 
gJiK gambled by puffing off their 
getmmder Sven Kampf for the 
. extra skater but with one second 


cm the dock, Doug McCarthy hit 
the empty net for a 5-5 win. 

In Group B, Sheffield Steel- 
ers and lbe Benson and Hedges 
Cup winners, Nottingham Pan- 
thers, look like making the 
Championships after this week- 
end’s atriem. Panthers are almost 
certainly there after Saturday’s 
6-3 defeat of Sheffield, who hit 
back wife a 3-1 win at Bracknell 
Bees the following night 

Bracknell's hopes are now 
thin, while Basingstoke Bison 
need to win three of their re- 
maining four games to progress. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 
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(7J0J.. .. 
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(7 -A&) 

WIELD 
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Tam Wferttngttm « Gretna. cSaflongk Civ. 

ItootttTouiid reptage Ganolyu vCMwn Bav. 

CtaAMe* Cop srenMhnrf that tar tiaaoHle 

BOOU01 * GBBiMWKWfiti ■nmjW-UnnBaFfea 

MvWe»C M pre« MHn ritWrtlag:NBthB6eh». 

o Ha ri a gatt Tom PreofcOnr* Clip reonntt. 
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ktenfs CopsomNfawl That toe Riosyn v 
Faretey Oetoc. • 


Owas BWafed (7A5); PaDon « 0 da Dam 
tarngton w BemaaoJ©. 

uwfMgr wwmMwnES leacue pt*- 
retorD^Sa^vSpi^W 

■ WUET . SUSSE X COUMIY LEAGUE iohn 
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v Scfixy. , 
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HretiaulsioKTwUwv Boffington lameis. 
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Pun Vale {T.O) « Nmeaton Bwnutfi).- 8 m- 
ood DMsionr Rotherham v Yorx (Thl. 



SEOMfflDtVtSWN 

Ctyric-vQiwnors 

IHSDDMSnN 

IV' 


'twa e» tf. 
Mrt-Rnal 

RBeOttOuDVKWWK* 

.Duty Tow U). 


te«p Burton AHon (4) v 
(u w^nwith W«Su>- 


_ 3MAIKM FhatH- 

FA YOUTH CUP RRtwDmd repbrir: Tranryiers 
: tom v Leeds Utd (70). 


MontniatirRoa* Countf 

GM VAiBHAir CaMRHSJCE 
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Woking v WeOnf 




fitHeOe ir Peiahoie: PMm 

MR# v RuBirt Otimpic; Rocastur v UMonlwB: 
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HBrtJUffl .r Canny b teat; Matotoafe v 
Bajuanwad. Sacoad D M ajo w Ogahunt v 

oaw^yqowiBiH; hit. 

waresjMnflBF'B Enat; Nactan wMnopof-. 


H.ASk Ds* v Bi^gntorn f iAMfi’ 

■ -Haddtfi v. Woodbndgr; .UMttstolL * Great 

Vremaim > k m iji'«»WW»aiJi;StoMTiaitei 

,v Hmacn 5 (blesnn UUUm vSohamrWrw- 
; ham « Habnat L 

JBWMW WESSEX LEAfflJ&.Bwnflron Heah 
^Hanai*irK*»*Ttiop«ThNcn0re*vi/t*c^^ 
. NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Riat DJ- 
; yWoK Athwon OoNette vBiadeooi Rduot: 
- Booctev NeviGMUe Twn (7.A5K r 

Ho>«r Gbraoyfr w Ctra*s«»i;«rtno toad v 


VA^rr MATCH: OUord V Carrtndte (2.45) 
»r*«Bn NanesA. 


Ice hockey 


aPMp^Hay^annreBrttaor^Bm 

rantmvBasaigiuteacan 


Other sports 

. BOWLS: Ranh Man's Indoor DnreiMiHjlp bj- 
toronw. Woman Ireland). 

®*®J**t®* Kan» AN -England Dpan Cham- 
ponsftps (Habonsi muoor Arena, BarMjtwn). 


Badminton 

Darren Hall has been forced out of the 
world's most famous tournament, the 
Vtonex AU-Engand CSiampianships which 
start at the Matronal Indoor Arena In 
Birmingham today, with the same 
Achilles injLBy which last month pre- 
vented him from extending his recort 
of English national singles nttes to nine. 


Colchester have sl&ied the Mansfield 
sinter Mark Sale tor £20.000. 


Basketball 

BUDWB8EH LEAGUE Urtton Tows* 91 L60P- 
aids 92; Thames Vansv Tijefs 95 Letcesw RU« 
92; Cheswr Jus 107 H«tw & Watfom Ro»nfc 90. 
teA: New vtrti 97 Claaagp 93: ABam 11J Bat** 
90. Chanone 82 Mrem, 76: Tonwlo 81 VareOi 
ver 77: Housun 68 Dwlas S3: Pleetw 121 »- 


fando 9Si Portland 103 Seante 93: Pnilaflejplio 
..... B 106; LA 


99 WasNn0Dn 93: IRSTi 115 Mrnrefota K'XVfi. 
Uhes 115N8W tone y 105: Gotten state 102 
Saeramerto 9ft. 


Bowls 


BttfRSH INDOOR CHAMPHWIStnPS 


wm-jJ S e iu^ ft n a l K THptog Engand W 1 
20-9; Scotland U Watts 24-5. Foure: ScoUana 
bt vtetes 22-17: lietand bi En^arei 24-13. 


The fexmer Cardiff and Torquay manager 
Eddie May has taken charge of the 
League of Ireland dub Dundalk until the 
end ofthe season. He succeeds the for- 
mer Aberdeen striker John Hewitt, who 
resigned a fortnight ago. 

Brighton have imposed a life ban on fens 
involved In the prtcti invasion on Sat- 
urday, dunng which a Leyton Onent play- 
er was attacked. The Seagulls are to 
hold their own inquiry into incident at 
the Goldstone Ground, where five ar- 
rests were made. The Football Associ- 
ation Is also investigating. 

FA CARUNG mEMERSHtP PoMpomd m»- 
c* Sat 12 Apr Corentry ir Chelsea: Mndeswa^ 
v hooln&wm Fome WimoMon v Umkk. 
NATIONWIDE RXJTBALL LEAGUE PostpOMd 
Bated: Sal 12 Apr: Birctre Cry v Chesterftett. 
Ha-a n a n g ad maMte TUa IB Mar: Catttfft Scar- 
borougn. 

TENNBJIS SCOTTISH CUP SnmWtanl draw WT 

mwroc* vDun»e Uio Itt EasrerBoad. Men 1* 
*ono: Ceftc j Fare* rat Kw» 12 AprDi. 


Golf 


Steve Ffoblnson. the new World Boxing 
Organisation inter-corrdnental feather- 
wsigit champion. Lias parted company 
with his long-time trainer. Ronnie Rush. 
■I dent want tog) Into deraT, Rohmson 
said, “but a bit of a rift has developed. 


iScoi 9 : — 

8.42. S N FakK* r&ng) 8 Jt». 


Hockey 

ISHS WORLD CUP QUUJFYWG TOURNAMENT 
(Kuala Lumpwl Savamn day: Pool A: PoLjrw 


Cricket 


«n HTKiv on-w flTnnl day 
MdK South Austrafca 216 and 4J9 tor 9 fee 
ID USinunn 167. B Young 76nol: «ctrna 2-1 
(1 Harvey 731 and 263. South Aurtretarew 
tar Ml na». Hobart: Tasirono <108 
1591 and 263 lorSMec U Co r-J.M CiAtew» 


Sajin Awt* ' . 

New Zealand 3 Selii'ijn 1. Standai^.- 1 Hjyca 
i4 ioi: 2 New 2BaiR.-« i5-10 1: 3 i-psrcna -- 
Bi; 4 Be^ium (5-71. G bela-Td i5-4': 8 Beafus 
1 5*01. 


56):'QuMreiflnd 283 (G Wey 77, M MoK 74i 
1 198 tor 4 PS I - - 


and : 


Lav.- 74001. Matt* drawn 
»r ounm. aflUES: Cape Town: Western 
Proms 433 tor 3 dec and 222 iC 
■ 64. B McUUan 631: Itoffll 369 and 55 far 1. 
Match aPandoned aa a draw train. Boaov 
fontsire Free State 178 and 275: 

Piwaare IBS and IBL Fima State won by 74 

trerereairoiWbdociivi 


Ice hockey 


NHL: FYiiteoeJpha 5 iVrenvuun O: Tamoa Bay 2 
CaKarv 1 i«<: W Rangere 2 San Jour 1: Nwr 

Jewy'4 Buffalo 1; Edmoraa" *i St La« 1: Ana- 
«« 2 Ct*«JdO 2 IOC 1 : Bocton 3 FlnnOJ 1. 


71 Mr 1,- Northern Transveal 164 it? PtenaarBS. 
W NdvreH 4- 6». Match ataandoaed as a rtomr 

Irani.. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


CycHng 

Three riders were disqualified from foe 
Paris-Nice race yesterday after failing 
Wood tests. It said Erwan Menfoeour. 
of Ranee, and the Malians Maura 
Samaranita and Luca CWamto were not 
allowed to start the second stage and 
had their licences suspended for 15 

days. Pre-race tests shewed abnormally 

high numbers of rec Wood cells in the 
riders' bodies, a agjn of the presence 
of unusual levels erf EP0 leryth ropes ebni. 


3.2m 



Footbafll 

, The veteran goalteeper John Bumdge. 
45, has been appointed piayer-manseer 
of the UmBond league Premier Dirann 
side fflyth Spartans 


The peak numberof vietweis 
i (a 31 per cent share ofthe 
audience) who watched ITVs 
re-run of the Australian Grand 
Prix. uve coverage of the race 
1 attracted 873,000 viewers (a 
1 69 per cent audience share). 




r 




vnnlt. the Palais- Omnisports wit- 
nessed a series of memorable im- 
ages. Maria Mu tola, dazed with 
remembrance after winning an 
800m title she dedicated in her 
late father disbelief on the face 
of Mary Slaney as she saw a 
woman six years her senior at 44. 
Yekaterina Podkopavevs. pass 
her five metres from the line to 
win the 1500m; Haile Gebrse- 
lassie destroying a hugely tal- 
ented field in the men’s 3.000m. 

The financial incentives of- 
fered in Paris helped topull the 
sport together. But commercial 
forces are also creating an op- 
posite effect within the spon 
right now in setting up a series 


of lucrative head-to-head con- 
tests. On I June, a Toronto pro- 
moter has arranged a Sim 
(£640.000) challenge over 150m 
between the Olympic champi- 
ons Donovan Bailey and 
Michael Johnson; a day earlier, 
in Belgium. Gebrselassie will 
meet Noureddine Morccli in an- 
other $lm challenge over two 
miles. There are worrying fac- 
tors in this new climate - the 
sport risks fragmenting into a sc- 
ries of shoe company set-pieces, 
and Gebrselassie's indication at 
the weekend that he would not 
be interested in defending his 
work) 10.000m title this summer 
does not bode well. 



New Zealand 


wrap up win 


Lydon to 
lead the 
Lions’ 
challenge 


Rugby League 


DAVE HAD FI ELD 


Cricket 


New Zealand 5S6 for 7 dec 
Sri Lanka 222 and 328 
New Zealand win by an 
innings and 36 runs 


New r Zealand completed an 
easy victory over Sri Lanka 
yesterday after dismissing the 
tourists fate in the third session 
on the fourth day for 328. It was 
the seventh time New Zealand 
has secured a Test win bv an in- 


Founn aar. Sn Lanka wn ms 

r£W ZEALAM) -Hnt Innings 388 for 7 doc 13 

A Ycicig267no. C L Cairns 70. M j Home 66. 5 P 
FttnvnfiSl' 

eta LANKA - M taring* 222 iH P TVttwatee 
56no: S B bom 5-581. 

SRt LANKA - Second Mod 

ndvereigns 37 <w 0) 

ST Jayosunya c Parare B DouH.-. . - 50 

R S Mananame o Dad — 1 

MStaurcuBPWri —22 

P A De 5M ttw B AsM . .0 

-A RanatungB c Home b Vertor - 13 

H P Ttnakarame tun out — - _8 

t» S lUuwitnarana c ana b vraon -.103 

M P U > L Vaas c a«a a Davis..— 57 

G P WiOaafnaDigrie c bVJ9 0 AsOe Cl 
N 1? ysa not .xA - 16 


U MuWiaran c and b Ooul — .... .28 

Ertma IK9 «3l - L2 

Toni (B&3 mn) 328 


nings margin. 

Sri Lanka had resumed on 37 
without loss, needing 32 7 to 


avoid an innings defeat. They 


subsided to 133 for 6 soon 
ter lunch, but Romesb Kaluwi- 
tharana and Chaminda \feas 
launched a counter-offensive 
with a seventh -wicket stand of 
137 runs in just 16S balls. 

Kaluwitharana sent back a 
fine catch to the left-arm spin- 
ner. Daniel Vettori. to end the 
partnership. The last man, Mut- 
tiah MuraJitharan, slogged his 
way to a Test-best 26. 


tab 1 49 2-82 3-65 4-99 5.115 &L13 7-270 
8-271 9-285'. 

BovAe Dai 203-982-3: Daus 22 2-791 iro2i: 
Home 4 2- IS-O. Ask 15-3-51-2 >ru» lj, PKA' K> 
3-36- L- VWU n 15-3-53-2 
Umpires: C E King INZ) and 1 T Roonsxi Omi. 

■ Desmond Haynes, the 41- 
year-old former West Indies 
opener, retired from first-class 
cricket after playing for West- 
ern Province against Natal in 
Cape Town. He made a duck in 
his final innings yesterday. 

■ Kent have named the former 
New Zealand captain John 
Wright as their new coach and 
cricket manager. 

■Michael Slater will replace his 
Australian team-maie. Michael 
Bevan, as Yorkshire's overseas 
player fois season. 




Universities meet 
at full strength 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 


The good news from both 
camps for today’s 97th Varsity 
Match being played at the Na- 
tional Stadium. Milton Keynes, 
for the first time is that both 
sides came through their week- 
end league programmes with- 
out injury. 

Cambridge won 4-2 at home 
to Dereham and Oxford were 
defeated 1-0 in their First Di- 
vision game of the men’s 
National League at Bristol 
against Firebrands. 

Oxford have announced that 
their fresher Tim Johnson will 
replace Henning Tewes. the 
German Under-21 interna- 
tional who is ineligible, in their 
starting line-up. 

With the winners of the 
five Regional Leagues and 
South runners-up known, the 
Hockey Association yester- 


day announced the draw for 
the year's Inter-League play- 
offs to be held at Milton 
Keynes over the weekend of 25 
to "27 April. 

In Pool A Chelmsford, who 
beal Cambridge City 2-1 on 
Saturday with goals from 
Mark Norton a"nd Adrian 
Smith, face Robinsons, the 
West qualifiers, and from the 
Midlands, Loughborough Stu- 
dents, together with one of the 
National League First Divi- 
sion sides finishing 2Uih or 
21st. 

Hampstead and Westmin- 
ster, who finished off their 
Nastro Azzurro South pro- 
gramme with a 4-1 win against 
Gore Court, thanks to two 
goals from Rob Thompson and 
one each from Mari: Crowley 
and Lindsay Troy, are grouped 
with Anchorians. the South 
runners-up. Norton from the 
North and the second league 
side. 


Joe Lydon, who resigned as 
football manager at Wigan in 
January. Ls to spearhead Great 
Britain's efforts to become world 
champions in the newly created 
role of technical director. 

Lydon. aged 33 and capped 30 
limes in a dazzling playing career, 
has thus been retained by the 
code in which he made his name. 
There were rival offers for his ser- 
vices from rugby union, with both 
Newcastle and Bath believed to 
be in the hum. but he has opted 
to stay in league, in a job he de- 
scribes as “a massive challenge’". 

He will he in charge of in- 
ternational squads and schedules 
as well as playing an important 
role in developing young talent. 
Lydon will also be, in effect. 
Great Britain team manager 
and will recommend who should 
become the next Test coach. 

“There were some other op- 
tions. hut when this opportuni- 
ty came up 1 was very excited.” 
he said. “It didn't take me long 
to decide that this was what 1 
wanted to do." 

Lydon. who combines a uni- 
versity education and consider- 
able communication skills with his 
outstanding playing record, will 
be the most powerful young man 
of his generation in the game. 

He wasted no time yesterday- 
in declaring his objective. “My 
dream is tolake a scries off Aus- 
tralia. both at home and away, 
and to become world champions 
at Test level." he said. 

“That’s the goal and I’d like 
to think I can guarantee success, 
even if it puts a lot of pressure- 
on me. 1 think we should put 
pressure on ourselves." 

Lydon will also have a role to 
play in the moves towards re- 
unification with the amateur 
game's governing body. Barla. 
talks on which resume in June. 

St Helens and the Bradford 
Bulk are stDl on course for a re- 
peat of last year’s memorable 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup final, 
having been drawn in this year’s 
semi-finals. 

Saints will play Salford at 
Central Park. Wigan, in the first 
semi-final on 22 March, while in 
a repeat of last year's semi-final. 
Bradford meet Leeds at the 
McAJpine Stadium in Hudder- 
sfield a week later. 

Last year's finalists will both 
be strong favourites to go 
through, although Salford have 
shown some impressive form in 
reaching only their third semi- 
final since the war. 

Leeds wfll inevitably be haunt- 
ed by the thrashing they suffered 
at Bradford's hands in the equiv- 
alent match last season, but an 
extensively rebuilt side will be out 
to shtiw- they' are a far tougher 
proposition. 

SUX CUT CHALLENGE CUP Seml-anal ikaw: 

S» Helens v Saifcrt i Central ParK. 22 MfiitM 
Bradfon) V Leeds iMcAlpne Stadium. 2£> 
Marni 


■ Keigliiey Cougars are likely to 
be without forwards Robbie 
Roberts and Sieve Hall for 
tomorrow night's game against 
Hull. Both suffered knee in- 
juries in the cup quarter-final 
against St Helens. 


SUflMrs LATE RESULTS: StveriMSie pta)t- 
oflteQraup A Meworeue Coonts 0 Ayr SecAusn 

Gi0M5.6rTMiftrtori!pOmP3<W^6SneffCtJ 

Snreten. 3; Basiflgnye Boon 3 Bradtnen Be«s 
2 lent. 

PLAY-OFF 8TANDMBS 

GROUP A PWDIOLF A Pis 


tan (That 5-4. FW mono (lost 32* A Harry- 
ion r£rtg) W » McManus 'Scci 5-3: S Davit ■ Ena 
31 I Atodman lEneJ 5-4; F CBnen |RW « Wi 
Oi T Draff iMaiui 5-2: S Lee lEng) la O Merge* 
(War.' 5-3: J Whne (D© m P Jj'/as ilngi SO. M 
VWilMT’G IWwl M P Humer (End 5-L 


CartBff J 

Ayr 2 


Mi 
GROUPB 

HoTtfcltfhOftt 

Sheffield «. 


3 0 0 0 14 

10 10 7 6 

1 0 2 0 5 10 

0 0 2 0 0 6 


Squash 


freemen a 0 


O 0 0 w 
0 10 7 
0 10 4 
0 3 17 


ENGUSH RANKINGS: Mem 1 C Witef TjkcO; 
2 S PBrke r«orVs)wet: 3 O Hama fEsseu. 4 M 
Cerm rOttadsfaw: 8 P Jotmscn ihenj; 8 S Meads 
CBfcttalwej; 7 M Cnannw ilna»«nrer; 8 1 f*ccle 


(2-0i l* locHiFowaKa il- 1 '. A-amiina!* .i-ncr 

ij&rryu il-l): MAO f 2 -Oi Bi O ac.ni HV21; Asjrosro 
(l-li 61 horonowaki 10- 2): i-wJiuviuan il-li c 
Attnouima (l-li; Mijsotsima 'l it te Teti-3 iO- 
2 i; Tewiftnlo >3-0> KjifinisnikJ rj-3t. VKifv-- 
rwnans i2-Oi M nenlo ,0-2i: ta'ananarra >2 0 
m Tceftenjiru ii>2i; MusKiwriem i24Ji w vo- 
low i(V2l: Talorwane >2 0) M 
iO,2>: A hwarc i2-0i m li lt. 


Tennis 


m a mrighamsriinai: 9C> Mawgi isuteyt: ION 
tavttt lUKSshirer. Women: r ' ' 


* 0 l column Meum games, km I tn overturn. 
Teams we aiwnsw one peba lor exit tax 


: 1C -lawmen (Nor- 
:o i*i. 2 S WngW 3 L Chatman iSusses): 

4 S Homer (Yertfilwel: B J Mann (Norteunenai; 
6 F Gesve& «3ouceaayiirei: 7 Macree (Escad: 
B T Shenan IStattonarursj; 9 J Piaeier DorV- 
»n>>: 10 S Brmu iMnu. 


Rugby League 

AUSTRALIAN SUPER LEAGUE Second round; 
CantEftMiy 12 Cronuaa 13. 


Sumo 


Snooker 


SPRING GRAND TOURNAMENT (Osom, iopan) 
S Btond day of lEc Ctwwno rwon 1. «w 1, tn 


THAILAND OPEN (BMgkohJ WId card play-cdT 
round: PMuHlRnl UtC h Mine iHW 5-4; B Jones 


T»ffsunaoa il-lK Da>ma f20i m 0 &nsMii 
( 1-1), HamBr»sn»rM il-li In Geforo (T 


Xnff m I Tennanon mail 5-3: Q Hann iAusi br 
“ ) iSco) M A iMmg. 


H Poomjane Than 5-3: G Ham* i 


Ma- 

U0SSKJ (l-li m R>wo (O-Si: Mnsiofu]' <2-0i m 
Vamaio il-li: Shitashima il-li H AsanonaKa 
il-li; Hiffwourra il-li n Aoffvuma Il-li: Mi-jx- 
on il l) tn Kirekacrudokj >0-2'. KMwninuma 


NUVSN MASTERS OVEH -35 CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Naples. Flartdai Saml-ftnoff. J Connm UJS> 
tn J McEnroe «USi 6- 7 <>■ 1 10 2; M Plac*ji HiSi 
M J Ltoyd (GSi C -2 6 - 4 . Fined: Connon M Pm- 
eel fUSi 6-2 e-2. 

ARIZONA MENTS CLASSIC (Scottsdale^ Sfev 
Ale# fWudt M Pr>ikp(ms$e. *\o> ot Bftene beie 
fUSi 6-4 7-6 

LEADING ATP RANKINGS: 1 P Sampras >USi 
5.684pis; 2 T Muster iauO 3.615; 3 M Cnanc. 
OW 3^05: 4 r HdcMnr fRus ■ 32t'7. B G 
■Jnrc >Croa> 3.103: 6 R Krawefc >Tteih. 2.601. 
7M Pjm ICn*> 2338: BT tnqvta (Swei 2.312: 
BC Mora iSoi 2,183. 10 W Ferrara >5A, 2.04E>. 
UACoaa [Sd> LS77 : 12 B B««r iGen 1.S62 
13 A Afftsa rust 1.858: M T Maun (USi 1.72?. 
IS F Manwte >Spl 1.681. IB T Henman iGB- 
1.660. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180-*- resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or tax; 


Resort 


Comment 


Area Lest 


Lwr Upp Forecast 
cm cm 


0891 333110 


Gnu Rotg 

P»» de La Cana 
AUSTRIA 


. .Hteavy snow Uter 

..Wet tower down 


100t 15.2 

100% 15.2 


SO 145 Cktt 

90 U5 Biues*..e-» 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a -glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


FUkenberg 

Fidpmet 

BULGARIA 


...Heavy snow aU lewfc 
..Powdery on Soffai gtaaer 


90ft 63 
859- 6.3 


5 60 Bnftir. -uirurj 
5 60 Very sunn. 


Pemporowo _. 
CANADA 


. PalchWSpnng. snow 


8« 2B3 


at White..- 

Whistler 

FRANCE 


..Powdervwactene groomed 
. Manly rnacrwe groomed 


9Sfib 53 
854L 9J 


320 320 
240 255 


Clear 

Cloudy 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


Las Deu» Alps .. 
ITALY 


• Xlosed oetow rmo staaon 
Bern Ming oi Mom de Lana 


3Cffk 15.2 
lOOC 272 


30 1O0 Sui^nme 
60 280 Sunri> 


Courmeyeur.. 

Se mrier e 

ROMANIA 


..Jmmh runs pauny r> places 
on norm (aang slopes 


9S% 24.2 

100* 24 2 


30 150 Mostly fen 

180 210 Ftoe 


Pome Brasov — Hard- peered use 
SWITZERLAND 


Cloudy 


SK1CODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 


Grindelwaid 

Verbler 

UNITS} STATES 


..Same toner new 
..Mom Fort very good 


96ft, 63 

UXKk- 272 


2 110 MoeOv ^ijriny 
30 100 Clear, sunny 




-Dry powdey on off oats 
.£»se«ent. aysmmiaMsais 


100% 5.3 
100% 4.3 


180 185 Cloudy 
175 235 Oouayywr 



am OMI** a ii 


lCn>nn>CMiK,0SB7B 


iDamn-HsHw 0090 113 345 




Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 








\ 
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S. ^ Cheltenham Festival 

k w A _ .. 

fly 


x 


| Full colour guide to the 
| opening day’s action, page 22 



Ben Clarkelalks about lifeonfte 
England bench 


England chief’s comments leave bitter taste 


Cricket 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 

Just days after the England 
hierarchy decided lhat Test 
players needed a charm school 
to improve their image, the 
country’s top administrator con- 
jured up a public relations dis- 
aster on two fronts. 

Tim Lamb, the chief executive 
of the England and Whies Crick- 
et Board, launched a startlingat- 
lack on the team and their coach. 


David Lloyd, and then tewiklered 
Tetle y Bi tter by churning that the 
withdrawal or its sponsorship of 
the England team was partly 
down to the players* appearance 
not achieving the standard ex- 


Lamb delivered his bouncers 
regarding the winter tour to 
Zimbabwe and New Zealand at 
Sunday's annual meeting of 
the Council of Cricket Societies 
in Birmingham- “The England 
team's performances over re- 
cent years have been extreme- 


ly disappointing and I think the 
way in which the England team 
have conducted themselves re- 
cently is also disappointing,'' 
Lamb said. “Ian MacLaurin 
[the ECB chairman] and 1 were 
absolutely horrified by what 
we saw in Zimbabwe. We were 
very, very disturbed by some of 
the things we came across.** 
Upyd was criticised for his "we 
murdered them" reaction to the 
drawn Gist Test against Zimbab- 
we. “We thought David Lloyd's 
comments were completely 


inappropriate." Lamb said. 

He and MacLaurin were not 
impressed with the way the 
Englan d team presented them- 
selves. “We understand their de- 
meanour was fairly negative 
and not particularly attractive, 7 ’ 
he said. “Their dress left a lot 
to be desired. That was a fac- 
tor in Tetley Bitter not renew- 
ing their sponsorship. Things 
improved in New Zealand, but 
there is a long way to go." 

Lloyd, taking a leaf out of the 
PR handbook, reacted cau- 


tiously. “It is difficult to comment 
without checking with Tim to see 
what criticism he has put for- 
ward. i will have to get in touch 
with him. Beyond that I can't 
comment, and I'm not sore I’ll 
want to react after that," . 
Tetley had txj such misgivings. 

The brewer is in the last year of 
its sponsorship which began in 
1991. and a spokesperson said 
yesterday: “We are dropping the 
sponsorship for marketing-led 

reasons. We have had a long and 

fruitful partnership with the 


TCCB and it’s done a lot for 
brand awareness, but things 
move on, and this year we arc 
having a major relaunch of Tet- 
ley with a new brand identity. 

-The England sponsorship 
is still an important part of our 
programme this summer- We 

. - — * - _ _ •fine rum. 


land and Australia. The Ashes 
are always a great point of in- 
terest and we wflf be focusing on 
t hat for the summer. We are a 
little bit: baffled by the cont- 


inents. We are going into die 

Ashes sei^ very positively, w? 

want to go out With a bang.. 
Lamb later claimed: “Noth- 
ing thatT-bave said has not al- 
ready been said with regard to 
the Zimb abwe tour. We as a- 
board accept tbatthings have 
i mp r o ved in New Zealand, .with - 
results improving on the field 

1 1 * t ilC -l.-mnin a 



UiV — — — . . - •• 

1 00 per cent behind David 
Lloyd and tbfe England 
manage ment" 



The Olympic gold medallist Daley Thompson (right) joins Robbie Ernie at Wimbledon’s training session yesterday: The Dons entertain Leicester In the semi-finals of the Coca-Cola Cup tonight 

Forest sign £4.5m Van 



Football 

NICK DUXBURY 


Nottingham Forest yesterday 
spent a club record £4.5m on a 
Dutchman who has spent the 
last six months embroiled in a 
bitter pay dispute with Celtic. 

Pierre van Hooijdonk. who 
rejected the Scottish club's of- 
fer of £7,00i) a week with the 
line “it might be enough for the 
homeless, but not for an in- 


ternational striker", intends to 
endear himself with the work- 
ing-class supporters aL the City 
Ground by scoring the goals lhat 
will keep Forest in the Pre- 
miership. More than that, the 
6ft 4in striker’s solidarity is 
such that even if the worst hap- 
pens he will not leave. 

The 27-vear-old Van Hooij- 
donk. who makes his debut at 
Blackburn Rovers tonight, has 
signed a five-year contract de- 
void of a quick-releasc clauses. 


“I’ve certainly not insisted on 
any clause in my contract al- 
lowing me to leave if Forest are 
relegated," he said “I will do 
everything in ray power in the 
coming weeks to help the oth- 
er players see lhat we survive. 
But. if the worst happens. 1 will 
be here next season." 

Celtic received £3m up front, 
with fourth-from-bottom Forest 
paying a further £500.000 if they 
stay up and another£lm if Van 
Hooijdonk scores 20 times in 


each of (he next two seasons. 

The signing is the first move 
into the transfer market since 
since the takeover of Forest 
gave the management team of 
Stuart Pearce and Dave Basset 
a £16m kitty for new players. 

For Pearce, the deal, which 
broke the dub’s previous trans- 
fer record of £ 2.5 m for Bryan 
Roy in 1994. is all about class 
“He’s an international class 
player and you always want 
class players on your side." 


Pearce said. “I don't see that 
there’s an extra responsibility on 
him because of our predica- 
ment, but I am sure he can help 
us in our bid to get out of the 
spot of bother we are in. 

“Hopefully he’s got a point to 
prove to Celtic too and that can 
be to our advantage." 

Vhn Hooijdonk left Scotland 
with one final swipe at Fergus 
McCann, the Celtic chairman. 
**I had two years there and al- 
though there were some good 


tones, there were also some had 
rimes.*’ he said. “AH my .prob- 
lems came off die field with tbe 
chairman. We made agree- 
ments during contract talks bat 
he never came back to me and 
that was disappointing. 

“I have been very impressed 
with PM Soar and Irving Schol- 
ar. They have shown me there 
is another way of dealing with 
contracts - the right way." 

Cblin Hendry, whom Vhn 
Hooijdonk faces tonight, has 


told Blackburn that be is pre- 
pared to wait for an operation 
on his groin strain imtflthey are 
sure of Premiership survivaL 
The centre-back could have 
a new team-mate next season 
with the manager-elect, Roy 
Hodgson, having instructed 
Rovers to sign Atrilio Lombar- 
do for £22>m from Juventus. 
The 30-year-old midfielder 
heads a shopping list Hodgson 
has sent Rovers pending his ar- 
rival in the summer. 



attracts 

animal 


Racing 


GREGWOOO 

fofritftnham Estival which 
begins todty.wiH jaoouoe its usu- 


least vrith.regard to foe amount 
pf fopdand drink the- racegoers 
axe preparing to tad^e head on. 
One - total, - hcrwevefy which an 
£OQcenKdwiD notwiint ro see re- 


count which" marredthe festivi- 
ties 12 months ago. - . - 

It is . a statistical- certainty 
that horses Will die this week - 
the average & aboufcone fatal- 
ity each day — but the excep- 
tional tally of lO deaihs last year 
has placed the meeting under 
tire sortpf scrutiny generally re- 
served for the GrandNatiooal . 
The racecourse authorities have 
made several cbanges to the 
track with safety in mind, but it 
stiff seems likely tfiai, for the 
fiwrf rime, tins year’s Festival will 
attract significant pro test action 
by anhnai rights actfwsts. 

A demonstration wtiB be held 
outside tire course on Thursday, 
Gold Cop day, by Animal Lib- 
eration, an ombrelja organisa- 
tion covering several local 
animal rights groups. “The 
Gold Cup should have been 
scrapped this year in memory of 
the 10 horses which died," 
James, a spokesman for Animal 
■Liberation, said yesterday. 
“We’re not going to stop the 
race, but we want to show how 
disgustedwe axe. Horses don’t 
have the opportunity to make 
a decision whether to go out 
there or not." 

The racecourse authorities, 
however, insist that every pos- 
sible safety precautiahtfras been 
taken. New rales should elim- 
inate : sucji potential; distrac- 
tions for horses as florescent 
jackets and photographers by 
fences, while a prolonged wa- 
tering! programme has pro- 
duced good ground even after 
one -of the driest , winters in 
memory. “This course is in the 
best condition Tve ever seen it 
at thistime of year." Philqj Ark- 
wright. the derk of the course, 
said yesterday. “Bat of course 
you can always have misfor- 
tunes. Steeplechasing is a dan- 
gerous game.” 

Punters, meanwhile, must 
brace themselves for what is of- 
ten an unequal straggle with the 
old enemy, but at least there is 
no concern that the Guinness 
might cost more at the end of 
the meeting than it did at the 
beginning. By next year, 
though, it seems that an in- 
coming Labour government 
may have reinstituted the sec- 
ond Tuesday in March as Bud- 
get day. Surely backers have 
enough to worry about with just 
the one set of people attempt- 
ing to redistribute their wealth. 
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ACROSS 

i Imagine bereaved lady 
seizing new opening with 
prospects? (7,6) 

ID Look at certain spectators 
from the inside ( 7) 

1 1 Wildly celebrate one's in- 
clusion in work list (7) 

12 A change of heart for sto- 

^ Moller'in boasih platv (41 

13 Enthusiastic English per- 
son yetting older? (5 1 

14 Gi i ahead, heartlesstv. and 
annoy (4) 

17 Ignore name, sav, upsetting 
Celt 17} 

18 Inebriated but doctors not 
lo know ? <7j 

19 Noble region of model 
changes to accommodate a 
king (7) 

22 Victory' here to the French 
motorway user t T) 


24 Passage in middle of planes 
(4) 

15 Get into hot water, say. in 
fiscal developments 15 J 

26 This took effect to entrap 
one (4; 

29 Punish company involved 
in sudden rise (7) 

3ft Fruil eaten by a worker 
could be this (7| 

31 Abrupt description of func- 
tion without an MC? (13) 

DOWN 

2 Is coming out and is taking 
legal action (7) 

3 Be prolific over encounter 
14) 

4 Haulier is raising lime of 
recall (7) 

5 Wear had mined tip of 
missile 1 7) 

6 ingenuous enthusiast holds 
one up (4) 


7 Prospect of passe fashion? 
(7) 

S Players violence halved for- 
merly. and stilL possibly 
(13) 

9 Part -exchanging old car in 
commercial district? (7.6) 

15 Exciting man on exciting 
day (5 1 

26 Quite the reverse of fin- 
ished and coy? (5) 

2ft Cause injury bv driving, be- 
ing enfeebled through 
overwork (3-4) 

21 The mace could be a dead- 
ly weapon (7) 

22 It erupts from oudet natu- 
rally, tor example (71 

23 Talk on drink where it may 
be produced in France? (7) 

27 Chestnut, sav. from old ac- 
tor |4) 

28 Car taking motorway to 
part of UK (4) 


Cadete doubt for Celtic 


WYN GRIFFITHS 


Celtic’s surfeit of strikers has 
been reduced with the sale of 
Pierre Van Hooijdonk to Not- 
tingham Forest but with injury 
doubts affecting both Paolo Dt 
Canio and Jorge Cadete for 
tonight’s visit to Rugby Park, 
Tommy Bums may yet rue the 
timing of the Dutchman’s trans- 
fer. 

Celtic will attempt to close 
the gap on Rangers to two 
points, but Di Canio has to 
shake off a hamstring injury and 
the leading goalscorcr, Cadete, 
is also struggling to be fit. 

“Is Cadete earning an injury? 
No more so than maybe half a 
dozen players at this stage of the 
season.” Bums said. 

“ 1 don’t think any player will 

be feeling 10U per cent consid- 
ering the number of the games 
they have had but there isn’t a 
problem with Jorge at the mo- 
ment. Paolo is stilT a doubt and 
if there is any risk attached to 
playing him then I won't." 


Celtic face Kilmarnock heart- 
ened by last Thursday’s victory 
over Rangers, which ended a 
nine-match run in which they 
have failed to beat their Old 
Firm rivals . 

The Glasgow giants meet 
head on again this Sunday back 
at P&rkhead but Burns is des- 
perate to ensure his players hove 
their minds on tonight’s fixture 
at Rugby Park. “I am only con- 
cerned with winning three 
points from this game." Bums 
said. 

“We must be single-minded 
in our approach. We have eight 
games left and we have to get 
every point we can but at the 
moment 1 am only thinking 
about one game.” ■ 

Bums has had to lift his side 
after an Old Firm defeat many 
times in the past and now wants 
to try and maintain the high 
achieved by last Thursday's win 
over Rangers. 

“There's no reason why any- 
thing needs to drop. It could be 
the making of us if we keep 
showing the same desire and de- 


termination nothing should 
stand in our way now." 

Kilmarnock have a goal- 
keeping problem with Dragoje 
Lekovic on international duly 
with Yugoslavia, so the former 
Scotland Under-21 interna- 
tional Colin Meldrum is ex- 
pected to play in his stead. 

Bobby Williamson, the Kfllie 
manager, said: “Fve no qualms 
about using Colin, he’s a good 
young player and he’ll handle 
iL" 

Williamson will be hoping 
Saturday's Cup quarter-final 
victory over Menton will bolster 
the dub's league form. KHlie are 
only a point dear of bottom dub 
Raiih and five adrift of the safe- 
ty line currently occupied by 
Motherwell and Hibernian. 

Williamson has defender 
Kevin McGowne available af- 
ter a suspension but Derek An- 
derson is still banned. Paul 
Wright, Kilmarnock's leading 
goal scorer, has shaken off a 
knock sustained at Greenock, 
where John Henry scored a hat- 
trick. 


Wimbledon move for Eadie 


ALAN NIXON 
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Wimbledon have made a bid 
valued at around £3m bid to sign 
the Norwich City striker, Dar- 
ren Eadie. The "Dons’ manag- 
er. Joe Kinncar, has offered 
about £2m in cash plus two of 
his squad players in return for 
the former England Under-21 
international, who am play on 
the wing or down the middle. 

Wimbledon have offered the 
Norwich manager, Mike Walk- 
er. his pick from Alan Reeves. 
Andy Pearce and Andy Clarke 
- and they could also increase 
the cash on offer to do a straight 
deal for Eadie after the Queen’s 
Pjrk Rangers striker. Danicle 


•iic 


Dichio, turned down a move to 
Wimbledon. 

Slaven Bilic looks set to stay 
with West Ham for at least the 
rust of the season. despite talks 
at the weekend with the Ever- 
ton manager, Joe Royle, over a 
£5m bid to take him to Good- 
(ison Park. 

Queen’s Park Rangers have 
renewed their interest in Stoke 
City’s top scorer. Mike Sberon, 
by tabling a £2^m offer for the 
2 J -goal striker. Both the Loftus 
Road club and West Ham had 
offers turned down earlier this 
season. Lou Macari. the Stoke 
manager, said yesterday he 
would “discuss the situation'* 
with Sheron. 

Tranmere's Ged Brannan is 


to join Manchester City for 
£750,000. Frank Clark, the 
Maine Road manager, has had 
his bid for 25-year-old Br annan, 
a versatile defender or midfidd- 
er, accepted by the Prenton Park 
dub. 

Peterborough have offered a 
fresh chance to the defender 
Roger Stanislaus, who was 
banned for a year by the Foot- 
ball Association and sacked by 
Leyton Orient after testing pos- 
itive for cocaine. Barry Fry has 
signed the left-back on an 18- 
month contract. S tanislaus. 28, 
was found guilty of using co- 
caine in February last year, and 
last month rejected an oppor- 
tunity lo relaunch his career at 
Notts County. 


MORSE 




Prevention is better than cufo, as : tfiey 
say. Although what the cure is for lost 
derta, we’re not sura ’’ 

Which is why. ^Hewjett^adwd' has 
teamed-up with sto^ 
to offer orW trf the fodti^ry's fnbst 
secure gnd ^^ performance -.data’ 
protean sections. . 

MoreeOata is rtow helplig some of the- 
UK's largest corporations to implement 
a range resfenlmu&host and 
network basedsfor^ systeras. . 

The star&ig point is to call us .for our 
TnteBgent Storage Executive friefing- or 
arrange to meet ;bne of our cortsitais. 





MorseData 


' 0800 *22:88 88 
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